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INITIATION
into
ISAIAH
This is the most comprehensive and extensive of
all the outline books which we have prepared for
Bible study; there is a comment on practically
every verse in ISAIAH. We trust that there is
something helpful in every comment on this mag
nificent prophecy. If Isaiah is "The Prince of
Prophets," then the Book of Isaiah is the most
majestic of all the books of prophecy.
It has been our intention in these pages to direct
the attention of the reader to the Person of the One
who is both Saviour and Sovereign. No attempt has
been made to create an artistic production-rather
our effort is to place tools in the hands of those
who long to dig for treasure in the Word of God.
This book is practical rather than poetic. It is
geared to everyday living, not to the hypothetical
theories of theologians.

INTRODUCTION
I. THE PROPHET AND PROHECY
Beginning with Isaiah, and continuing through the Old Testament, there is a
section of Scripture which is called the prophetic portion of the Bible. Although
the predictive element bulks large in this section, the prophets were more than
foretellers. Actually, they were men raised up of God in a decadent day when
both priest and king were no longer worthy channels through which the expressions of God might flow.
These men not only spoke of events in the far off future but also spoke of
local events in the immediate future. They had to speak in this manner in order
to qualify for this office under God according to the Mosaic Code:
"But the prophet which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I
have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other
gods, even that prophet shall die.
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord
hath not spoken?
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not,
nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the
prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him"
(Deut. 18:20-22).

If the local event did not transpire just as the prophet predicted, he was
labeled a false prophet and so treated. You may be sure that the message of the
false prophet is not in the library of inspired Scripture. The prophetic books
are filled with events that are local and fulfilled. A sharp distinction needs to be
drawn between this portion and that which is yet to be fulfilled.
One of the greatest evidences of the fact that these men were speaking the
words of God is revealed in the hundreds of prophecies that have been fulfilled
literally. Man cannot guess the future. Even the weather man has difficulty in
prognosticating the weather for twenty-four hours in advance although he has
the advantage of all sorts of scientific and mechanical devices to assist him. No
modern weather man could have been an accepted prophet in Israel. The law
of compound probability forbids man from consistently foretelling the future.
Each uncertain element which he adds decreases his chance of accuracy fifty
per cent. The example of hundreds of prophecies which have had literal fulfill
ment has a genuine appeal to the honest mind and sincere seeker after the truth.
Fulfilled prophecy is one of the infallible proofs of plenary verbal inspiration of
Scripture.
The predictive element is the peculiar and particular contribution of these
men of God. This does not mean there was not this element before them or
after them. The last book of the Bible closes the message of God for the future.
The prophets were extremely nationalistic. They rebuked sin in high places
as well as low. They warned the nation. They pleaded with a proud people to
humble themselves and return to God. Fire and tears were mingled in their
message, which was not one of doom and gloom alone, for they saw the Day of
the Lord and the glory to follow. All of them looked through the darkness to the
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dawn of a new day. In the night of sin they saw the light of a coming Saviour
and Sovereign; they saw the Millennial Kingdom coming in all its fulness. Their
message must be interpreted before an appreciation of the Kingdom in the New
Testament can be attained: the correct perspective of the Kingdom must he
gained through the eyes of the Old Testament prophets.
The prophets were not supermen-they were men of like passions as we are,
but having spoken for God, their message is still the infallible and inspired
Word of God:
"Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently,
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:
Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow"
(I Peter 1:10, 11).
"Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have
these things always in remembrance.
For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewit
nesses of his majesty.
For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.
And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him
in the holy mount.
We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts:
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (II Pet. 1:15-21) .
"Sweet is the harp of prophecy; too sweet not to be wronged by a mere
mortal touch."-Cowper.
II. ISAIAH-THE PROPHET
Most of the prophets moved in an orbit of obscurity and anonymity. They
did not project their personalities into the prophecy they proclaimed. Jeremiah
and Hosea are the exceptions to this, of course. Isaiah gives us very little of an
historical character concerning himself. There are a few scant references to his
life and ministry. In Isaiah 1 :1 he gives "the days" in which his lot was cast.
It was during the reigns of "Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah." These were not the darkest days in Judah internally. Uzziah and Heze
kiah were enlightened rulers who sought to serve God. The days were extremely
dark because of the menace of the formidable kingdom of Assyria in the North.
The northern kingdom of Israel was carried away into captivity during this
period.
Isaiah 6 records the personal call and commission of Isaiah. This chapter
should come first in the prophecy-logically, if not chronologically.
Isaiah 36-39 is the historical section which records the ministry of Isaiah
during the crisis when the Assyrian host encompassed Jerusalem.
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Beyond these few personal sections, Isaiah stands in the shadow as he points
to another who is coming.
It is stated by some that Isaiah belonged to the royal family of David. This
cannot be positively affirmed.
Likewise it has been stated that he is referred to in Heb. 11:37 as the one
"sawn asunder."
This may or may not be true. The liberal critic has sawn him asunder in
forging the fake fabric of the Deutero-Isaiah hypothesis. Some have gone so far
as to fabricate a Trito-Isaiah. There is not a scrap of documentary evidence
beyond the skepticism of the destructive critic. They have cut Isaiah up like a
railroad restaurant pie. History presents only one Isaiah, not two or three.
This method of the destructive critic could be applied one thousand years
hence to our day. They could just as easily prove that there were then three
"Ike Eisenhowers."
1st-General Eisenhower, the military leader of the victorious forces of World
War II-European Theatre
2nd-President Eisenhower of the United States, elected in 1952 and 1956
3rd-Eisenhower, the invalid and victim of a heart attack and a serious
operation for ileitis
This, we know today, is utter nonsense, as there is only one man by the name
of Eisenhower who fulfills all the requirements without any absurdity.
III. ISAIAH-THE PROPHECY
The prophecy of Isaiah is strikingly similar to the entire Bible which can be
seen in the following comparison:
BIBLE
ISAIAH
66 Chapters
66 Books
39 Chapters-LAW, Government of God
39 Books-Old Testament
27 Chapters-GRACE, Salvation of God
27 Books--New Testament
Also, there are 66 direct quotations from Isaiah in the New Testament.
Some have found 85 quotations and allusions to Isaiah in the New Testament.
20 of the 27 books of the New Testament quote from Isaiah.
12 books of the New Testament have direct quotations.
ISAIAH is woven into the New Testament as a brightly colored thread is
woven into a beautiful pattern.
ISAIAH is discernible and conspicuous in the New Testament.
ISAIAH is chiseled into the rock of the New Testament with the power tool
of the Holy Spirit.
ISAIAH is often used to enforce and enlarge upon those passages that speak
of Christ.
The New Testament presents the Lord Jesus Christ as its theme. By the same
token Isaiah presents the Lord Jesus Christ as his theme. Isaiah has been called
the 5th Evangelist. The Book of Isaiah has been called the 5th Gospel. Christ's
Virgin birth, His character, His life, His death, His resurrection, and His Second
Coming are all presented in Isaiah in clearness and definiteness.
The Apostle Peter's word is especially applicable:
"Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently,
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what,
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,
5

when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow"
(I Peter 1:10, 11).
Also compare Luke 4:16-22 with Isaiah 61:1-4.
The prophecy of Isaiah presents another important aspect of prophecy. This
has to do with the plenary verbal inspiration of Scripture"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."
(II Tim. 3:16, 17)
One of the most solid proofs of the plenary verbal inspiration of Scripture is
fulfilled prophecy. Isaiah contains many prophecies that have already been ful
filled since he wrote.
There were many false prophets in Israel, as the Scriptures reveal. Read the
entire record in II Chronicles 18. Note especially II Chronicles 18:22-"Now
therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy
prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil against thee."
How were the people in that day to know the true from the false? The Mosaic
system provided for this contingency:
"But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which
I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of
other gods, even that prophet shall die.
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord
hath not spoken?
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not,
nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the
prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him"
(Deut. 18 :20-22).
The prophet had to speak into a local situation and in respect to contemporary
events of his day. If his prophecy failed to materialize, then he was declared a
false prophet. If the matter came to pass, he was declared a true prophet. Isaiah
prophesied into many local events. When Jerusalem was surrounded by the
Assyrian army, Isaiah made a very daring prophecy"Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not
come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with
shields, nor cast a bank against it"
(Isaiah 37 :33).
Also see his prophecy concerning the sickness of Hezekiah in Isaiah 38.
There are other prophecies which were not fulfilled in his lifetime but today
they stand fulfilled. See, for instance, his prophecies concerning the city of
Babylon:
"And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency,
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall never be
inhabited; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither
shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their
fold there. But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall
be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall
dance there.
And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and
dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her
days shall not be prolonged"
(Isaiah 13:19-22).
6

Further fulfillments relative to Babylon are recorded in Isaiah 47. Excava
tions at Babylon have revealed the accuracy of these prophecies. More than 50
miles of the walls of Babylon have been excavated. The culture of this great
civilization is still impressive but lies in dust and debris today according to the
written word of Isaiah. This is one of the many examples that could be given.
Others will come before us in this study as we proceed through the book.

IV. OUTLINE OF ISAIAH
A. JUDGMENT. Revelation of the Sovereign on the throne. (The Crown,
ch. 6). The Government of God, (poetry) chs. 1-35.
1. The Solemn Call to the Universe to come into the Court Room to hear
God's charge against the Nation Israel, ch. 1
2. A Preview of the future for Judah and Jerusalem, ch. 2
3. A Present view of Judah and Jerusalem, ch. 3
4. Another Preview of the future, ch. 4
5. Parable of Vineyard and Woes predicted on Israel, ch. 5
6. Isaiah's personal call and commission as prophet, ch. 6
7. Prediction of local and far off events, chs. 7-10
(Hope of future in coming Child)
8. The Millennial Kingdom, chs. 11, 12
9. Burdens on surrounding nations, chs. 13-23 (largely fulfilled)
(1) Burden of Babylon, chs. 13, 14
(2) Burden of Moab, chs. 15, 16
(3) Burden of Damascus, ch. 17
(4) Burden of the land beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, ch. 18
(5) Burden of Egypt, ch. 19
(6) Burden of Assyria and Edom, chs. 20-21:12
(7) Burden of Arabia and Persia, ch. 21:13-17
(8) Burden of the Valley of Vision, ch. 22
(9) Burden of Tyre, ch. 23
10. The Kingdom. The Process and Program by which the throne is
established on earth, chs. 24-34
11. Features of the future Kingdom. (Mundane blessings of the Kingdom)
ch. 35

B. HISTORIC INTERLUDE (prose), chs. 36-39. (This section is probably a
prophetic picture of how God will deliver His people in the Great Tribu
lation.) See II Kings 18-19; II Chron. 29-30.
1. King Hezekiah and the invasion of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, ch. 36
2. King Hezekiah's prayer and the destruction of the Assyrian hosts,
ch. 37
3. King Hezekiah's sickness, prayer, and healing, ch. 38
4. King Hezekiah played the fool, ch. 39
C. SALVATION. Revelation of the Saviour in the place of suffering. The
Cross, ch. 53. The Grace of God (poetry), chs. 40-66 ( A threefold divi
sion marked by the concluding thought in each division that there is "no
peace to the wicked.")
1. The Comfort of Jehovah which comes through the Servant, chs. 40-48
(A Polemic against idolatry-Help and hope come only through The
Servant)
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2. The Salvation of Jehovah which comes through the Suffering Servant,
chs. 49-57
(1) The Redeemer of the whole world who is God's Servant, chs.
49-52:12
(2) The Redemption wrought by the Suffering Servant, who is God's
sheep (Lamb), ch. 52:13-53
(3) The Results of the Redemption wrought by the Redeemer, who is
God's only Saviour, chs. 54-57
3. The Glory of Jehovah which comes through the Suffering Servant,
chs. 58-66
(1) Sin hinders the manifestation of the Glory of God, chs. 58-59
(2) The Redeemer is Coming to Zion, chs. 60-66
(Nothing can hinder God's progress-He will judge sin)

FIRST DIVISION

Chapter 1
OUTLINE:
1. Introduction: Vision Concerning Judah and Jerusalem- verse 1
2. Heavenly Courtroom with God on Throne and His Charge Against His
People Israel-verses 2-4
3. Proof of Charge-verses 5-17
4. Offer of Mercy-verses 18-19
5. Warning if Mercy is Rejected- verses 20-31

AMERICA NEEDS
A DECLARATION OF DEPENDENCE
Isaiah 1:1-18
THE TIMES OF ISAIAH
Isaiah lived in a time of tension. In many respects, it was a time of crisis
in the history of the world. World-shaking events were transpiring. Catastrophic
and cataclysmic judgments were taking place. There was upheaval in the social
order.
A new nation had arisen in the North; it was moving to world domination.
Assyria, the most brutal nation ever to put an army on the battlefield, was
marching to world conquest. Already, the Northern Kingdom of Israel had been
taken into Assyrian captivity. The Southern Kingdom of Judah was in pre
carious position, and an Assyrian army, 185,000 strong, was just outside the
walls of Jerusalem.
In this dire, desperate, and difficult day, Hezekiah entered the temple and
turned to God in prayer. God sent His prophet with an encouraging word. He
asserted that Assyria would never take Judah; the army of Assyria would never
set foot in the streets of Jerusalem, and they would never cross the threshold of
any gate of the city of the great King. But God was preparing another nation.
Babylon, the head of gold, down by the banks of the river Euphrates, and this
nation would eventually take Judah into captivity unless she turned to God.
God was giving Judah another chance. In order to establish the justice of
His cause, God called her into court; He held her before His bar of justice. He
gave her opportunity to answer the charge ; to hear His verdict, and to throw
herself on the mercy of His court.
A VISION OF GOD ON THE JUDGMENT THRONE IN THE GREAT ASSIZE
God invites us into the court to see if He is just. It is well for this day and
generation to go into the court room, and to see God on the Throne of Judgment
in this sensational scene.
In the thinking of the world, God has been removed from the Throne of
J udgment. He has been divested of His authority; robbed of His regal prerogative; shorn of His locks as the moral ruler of this universe; He has been bowed
to the edge of the world and pushed over as excess baggage.
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Let me say, that is a blasphemous picture of God! He is still the moral ruler
of His universe. He is still upon the Throne of Justice. He has not abdicated. He
punishes sin.
Ther e is an expression tha t keeps recurring in my thinking-it is back in
the Song of Moses which the children of Israel sang as they crossed the Red
Sea. The expression is, " J ehovah is a man of War." Yes, He is! And He will
not compromise with sin. He will not accept the white flag of surrender. He is
moving forward in undeviating, unhesitating, and uncompromising fury against
it. There would be hope today for man, if he could say with Isaiah, "I saw also
the Lord sitting upon the Throne."
GOD'S GENERAL JUDGMENT AGAINST J UDAH
"The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and H ezekiah, kings of Judah"
(Isaiah 1:1).
First of all, let us keep the gun sights of our hermeneutics of geography
accurate: This is a vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem and this is the proper
interpretation. I am sure tha t we will not make the mistake of locating either
one anywhere in the Western Hemisphere. There is, however, a marvelous ap
plication for America today, and one that we need to hear and heed.
"Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken, I have
nourished and brought up children, and they have r ebelled against me"
(Isaiah 1:2).
God does not do anything in a corner or in the dark. This language is
strangely similar to the way Deuteronomy 32 begins: "Give ear, O ye heavens,
and I will speak; and hear , O earth, the words of my mouth."
When God put them in the Land, having taken them out of the land of
Egypt, He put down the conditions on which He was " homesteading" them in
the Promised Land, He called the created intelligences of heaven and earth to
witness to these conditions.
Five hundred years later, when He was ready to take them out of the Land
to send them into Babylonian captivity, He called the created intelligences of
heaven and earth to witness that He was just and right in His dealings. After
almost three thousand years, He invites us to make a close inspection, and to
see that even by our modern standards, He was right and just.
The general charge He made against them was rebellion. As His children,
they had rebelled against the Mosaic law in this connection. Over in Deuter
onomy 21:18, there is the law concerning a wayward son:
"If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the
voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have
chastened him, will not hearken unto them: Then shall his father and
his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out into the elders of his city,
and unto the gate of his place: And they shall say unto the elders of his
city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice;
he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the men of his city shall stone
him with stones, that he die; so shalt thou put evil away from among
you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear."
This was what the law did with a prodigal son. The crowd that heard Christ
tell of the prodigal son was dumbfounded when He said that the father told
the servant to kill the fatted calf instead of killing the poor son. God is not only
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just, but merciful; but the rebellion of a son is a serious thing. Scripture has
a great deal to say about it.
In order to emphasize this charge, God indulges in a bit of humor. I trust
that you recognize humor in the Bible, for it will make you enjoy it a great
deal more. God has a sense of humor. Verse three is a splendid piece of satire:
"The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not
know, my people doth not consider."
The two animals which he used as illustrations have not built up very much
of a reputation for having a high I.Q. We still have an old bromide of being
"dumb as an ox," and the little long-eared animal, the donkey, does not wear a
Phi Beta Kappa key-at least, very few of them do. Even these animals have
intelligence enough to know who feeds them. On the contrary, a number of folk
today have not intelligence enough to know that God provides for all of our
needs. What a commentary on this sophisticated generation that no longer needs
God.
Most people today are living as if God does not exist, but even an ox knows
his owner, and a little donkey knows where he is being fed.
The story is told of a little boy, reared in a Christian home, who was having
his first visit away from home alone. Although it was only next door for the
evening meal, he was thoroughly enjoying the experience. When it came time
for all of them to sit down at the table, the little fellow, who was accustomed to
hearing grace at the table, bowed his head and shut his eyes, but the home to
which he had been invited was not a Christian home, and they immediately
began to pass the food. The little fellow was just a bit embarrassed, but not
having any inhibitions, he raised the question: "Don't you folks thank God for
your food?" Then the host was a bit embarrassed, but confessed that they did
not. The little fellow was thoughtful for a moment and then blurted out, "You're
'zactly like my dog; he just starts in."
God continues with His general charge in verse four:
"Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, chil
dren that are corrupters; they have forsaken the Lord, they have pro
voked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward."
They are in a backslidden condition; they are a "sinful nation, laden with
iniquity." That expression sends us down the court-way of the centuries, and we
hear the Man of Galilee saying to His people, "Come unto me all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Now we know that He meant
"laden with iniquity." His invitation goes out today to those with burdens, and
those bowed down with sin, to bring that burden and load to Him, and find rest.
In this expression, we can hear God still calling America.
ISAIAH PRESENTS A PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY
Now God specifies His charges against His people. He is going to put His
hand upon some definite thing and prove that in that particular point they were
wrong. He put His finger down on the very BEST thing in Judah; not the worst,
and He showed that that was exceedingly wrong.
"To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the
Lord: I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts;
and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats"
(Isaiah 1 :11).
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Now, they had a God-given religion; a God-appointed ritual, in a God
constructed Temple, but they were wrong in that which represented the best.
They were bringing sacrifices and going through the ritual according to the
letter of the Law, but their hearts were in rebellion against God, and their lives
were lived in sin.
Isaiah presents to us a philosophy of human government. In the book of
Judges, you see this cycle of history of human government working itself out in
the nation. It goes down through time like a giant hoop rolling over and over
in a very monotonous way. Three stages are given in the downfall of every
nation:
First, there is religious apostasy, followed by moral awfulness and political
anarchy. One follows the other as the night the day until disintergration, decay,
and destruction, have set in. You can put this pattern down on any period of
history and find that it is true.
For instance: Gibbon in The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire gives
his penetrating insight in the five reasons why Rome fell:" ( 1) The rapid increase
of divorce. (2) The craze for pleasure. (3) The building of gigantic armaments
when the real enemy was within. (4) Decadence of the people. (5) The decay
of religion."
GOD'S CHARGE AGAINST AMERICA

If God should call America into court today and specify His charges against
us, where would He begin? Would He begin with political anarchy? Certainly
He could, for the press tells of the open scandal which exists today in high
places. In spite of all the smoke, it is obvious to the average citizen that there
is some fire. Why men, whose loyalty to our government is questioned, are held
in positions of high authority is not understood by us simple citizens. "Are there
traitors in our government?" is the question that Joe Doaks is asking today.
Atomic secrets have been sold by political and scientific Esaus. It looks
now as if we betrayed China to the communists because of a weak vacillating,
policy, if not open sympathy, on the part of some of our leaders. The same pattern is being followed as when the civilized nations stood aside and watched
Mussolini take and attempt to brutalize Ethiopia and, later, Hitler took Austria
and Czechoslovakia.
God could put His finger down on political anarchy which is at work in our
beloved nation today, but I do not believe that is where He would begin.
MORAL AWFULNESS
Moral awfulness runs rampant in this fair land of ours. A consideration of
some reliable statistics is enough to enforce this. In one year, since the war,
our nation spent for liquor, $9,500,000,000; for tobacco, $3,410,000,000; for
cosmetics and beauty aids, $2,321,000,000; for vacations, theaters, recreations,
race tracks, etc., $7,942,000,000; and by contrast, the total amount contributed
to all social welfare and religious work, amounted to $1,525,000,00.
The employers in the United States lose $200,000,000 annually through em
ployee dishonesty. Yet, it would seem that the majority of our employees are
honest.
The F.B.I. gives us these alarming statistics as of 1952 :
"Fifteen million sex magazines are read monthly by a third of the nation.
Three times as many criminals as college students.
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One million girls infected with social disease.
100,000 girls enter white slavery each year.
One million babes born in illegitimacy yearly.
Two out of three marriages end in divorce.
Forty-five suicides every day.
One murder every forty minutes.
One major crime every eighteen seconds.
100,000 unapprehended murderers walk the streets.
Twenty-one-year-olds represent the largest criminal group."
Surely God could bring a charge of moral awfulness against our nation, but
I do not believe He would begin here.
SPIRITUAL APOSTASY
Is there spiritual apostasy in this land of ours? Every informed Christian is
aware that modernism has taken over most of the great denominations of Ameri
ca today, and in this dire day, modernism, by its own confession, has failed.
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, one of the mouthpieces of liberalism, is quoted as
saying that liberal Protestantism has been inclined to sacrifice every charac
teristic Christian insight if only it could thereby prove itself intellectually
respectable, but that liberalism finds itself unable to cope with the tragic ex
periences of our day.
Pandora's "box of troubles" was opened for America back at the turn of the
century when professing Christians deserted the mid-week service and then after
the first World War deserted the Sunday night service, and before long, there
was no difference between the leading deacon's language and that of the local
bartender.
Dr. Walter F. Tunks of the University of Akron said: "In the last six thou
sand years, there have been twenty-one civilizations, and every one of them has
gone on the rocks precisely at the point where they let God go."
It is indeed interesting to find in the staid Wall Street Journal, when the
depression first began, a brief editorial that went something like this:
"What America needs today is not Government controls, industrial expan
sion, or a bumper corn crop; America needs to return to the day when
grandpa took the team out of the field in the early afternoon on Wednes
day in order to hitch them to the old spring wagon into which grandma
put all of the children after she washed their facesshining clean; and they
drove off to prayer meeting in the little white church at the crossroads
underneath the oak trees, where everyone believed the Bible; trusted
Christ, and loved one another."
We stand half way in the century, but our trouble began fifty years ago, and
it is spiritual, and here is where God would put his finger down and say we are
wrong.
This is where He put His finger down with Judah. The Lord Jesus did not
enter Jerusalem and cleanse Pilate's Judgment Hall, or Herod's palace. He did
not attempt to deal with the moral awfulness of Jerusalem, although they may
have been unspeakably bad, except to tell one poor unfortunate woman that her
sins were forgiven her and to go and sin no more. He did fight with the Pharisees, and it was bitter.
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Listen to God as He continues His charge against Judah in verse thirteen:
"Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the
new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with;
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting."
They were guilty of rebellion against Him. They were bringing the sacrifices,
but they needed to remember Samuel's words to Saul, "to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams."
I am wondering if the Lord Jesus came to our churches today, would He
commend us? Would He compliment us for our faithfulness to Him? Would He
tell us how much He appreciates our attendance upon the services and our giving
to Him? I think not! The One who has "feet as burnished brass" whose "eyes
are as a flame of fire," and from whose mouth there goes "a sharp two-edged
sword," would not commend us. I think He would tell us all of our outward
form, all of our lovely testimonies, and loud professions, were making Him sick.
Would He not tell us that we need to repent and come in humility to Him?
Surely, there is a warning to the churches of America. Our difficulty today is
fundamentally spiritual, and until the professing church repents and has revival,
there is no hope for America.

A STRANGE SENTENCE
Let us return to the vision of Isaiah. The prisoner is now in the box and has
been found guilty. All of the charges preferred have been proven; the verdict
of the jury is in, and we are ready to hear the sentence of the Judge. It is a
strange sentence. In fact, we stand amazed and aghast at this Judge. Listen to
Him, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool."
He is saying to Judah settle your case out of court. Do not force me to render
sentence. "Agree with thine adversary quickly whilst thou art in the way with
him." He says that He has a secret formula, a divine alchemy, a potent prescrip
tion, a powerful potion, a heavenly elixir that will take out sin. It is not a secret
formula like the atomic bomb, but it is more potent. You will find it in Isaiah
53 of One more marred, who suffered more, who died differently, who was
wounded for our transgressions and because He paid the penalty the Judge is
able now to extend mercy to us. Is not God calling America to settle its case
out of court!
England and France, in the 18th century, were in a low state morally and
spiritually. Both nations faced a crisis. France had a Revolution: England had
a revival led by John Wesley. England was delivered. Yes, God will save America
if we but turn to Him. God will punish America unless we do turn to Him.
Did He not punish Judah by sending them into Babylonian captivity, and
did He not send Israel into Assyrian captivity? God may even yet use Russia to
humiliate us for we are a proud nation, depending upon our dollars to buy
peace in the world while God says--"there is no peace to the wicked."
There is a message here for each individual. There is no use for us to attempt
to prove our innocence before this Judge. He says that "All have sinned," and
we find a very cogent question asked in Proverbs 20:9, "Who can say I have
made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?" but again, the Judge says to
us as individuals, "Come now, let us reason together . . . though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool."
14

Aaron Burr was a grandson of the great Jonathan Edwards, who, upon an
occasion, conducted meetings at Princeton where Aaron Burr was a student.
There was a great spiritual movement in the school. One night when Jonathan
Edwards preached on the subject, "The Mastery of Jesus," Aaron Burr was
deeply stirred, and he went to the room of one of his professors to talk to him
about making a decision for Jesus. The professor urged him not to make a
decision under any sort of an emotional appeal, but to wait until after the meet
tings were over. Aaron Burr postponed making a decision, and he went on to
murder a great American and to betray his country. When he was an old man,
a young man came to him and said, "Mr. Burr, I want you to meet a friend of
mine." Aaron Burr said, "Who is he?" The young man replied, "He is Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of my soul." A cold sweat broke out on the forehead of Aaron
Burr, and he replied, "Sixty years ago I told God that if He would let me alone,
I would let Him alone, and He has kept His word!"
There is a way out for America, and there is a way out for you and for me.
WHICH WAY OUT
"Philosophy says: Think your way out.
Indulgence says: Drink your way out.
Politics says: Spend your way out.
The Fair Deal says: Legislate your way out.
Science says: Invent your way out.
Industry says: Work your way out.
Communism says: Strike your way out.
Fascism says: Bluff your way out.
Militarism says: Fight your way out.
The Bible says: Pray your way out.
BUT
Jesus Christ says: 'I am the way (out)' ..."

Chapter 2
THEME:
Prophecy Concerning the Last Days: Kingdom and Great Tribulation.
REMARKS:
Chapters two through five constitute one complete prophecy. These chapters
look beyond the present to the last days concerning Israel. (Total Nation- 12
tribes)
The last days of Israel need to be distinguished from the last days of the
Church. The last days of the Church pertain to the time of spiritual apostasy
(I Timothy 4:1-2; II Timothy 3:1-7). The last days of Israel relate to the Great
Tribulation immediately preceding the establishing of the kingdom.
Mark this distinction and it will help avoid confusion in the study of prophecy, especially this prophecy.
There is another element in the study of Isaiah that will make for clarity of
understanding. When Isaiah speaks of Israel, Judah, and Jerusalem,he means
exactly these people and places. This may seem rather trite and obvious. In
view of the fact that some scholars today attempt to identify these with the
Church, it is well to keep this in mind.
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Israelmeans Israel,
Judah means Judah, and Jerusalem means Jerusalem un
less the prophet lets you know he is making other application.
Beware of the fallacy of spiritualizing prophecy in conformity to some out
moded theological cliche which fits into some church's program.
OUTLINE:

1. Picture of Jerusalem in the Last Days, Kingdom here on Earth-verses 1-5
2. Picture of Great Tribulation Preceding the Kingdom-verses 6-22
COMMENTS:
VERSE 1 "Judah and Jerusalem" mean exactly this. This has no reference to
the Church. The Church is not in Isaiah. Christ the Saviour is in Isaiah.
There will be many spiritual applications for us as we proceed.
VERSE 2
"thelast days." See Remarks. "Mountain" refers to kingdom (Daniel
2:35; Revelation 13:1)
VERSE 3 Jerusalem Will be both the religious capital and the political capital
during the Kingdom. The kingdom referred to in Isaiah is the Millennium in
Revelation.

Chapter 3
THEME:
Continuation of the Prophecy of Isaiah Two. Prophecy Concerning the Cause
of Israel's Undoing Then and Until the End of the Age. Weak and Womanish
Government and Loose and Low Morals.
REMARKS:
This judgment is leveled in particular against the nation Israel. Farther
along in the book we shall discover prophecies leveled against surrounding na
tions. However, the judgment against Israel is more intense and severe. Privilege
creates responsibility. The nation Israel had more light, and light rejected brings
severe and serious punishment.
This prophecy is a picture of Isaiah's day and was fulfilled in the past. This
does not exhaust its meaning. These conditions will prevail again in the end times
and will bring down the wrath of God.
This chapter deals with the subject of weak government and women's dress.
They seem to be two unrelated subjects. Women ruled over the nation.
OUTLINE:
1. WEAK GOVERNMENT Caused by Lack of Leadership as Evidenced by
Women Rulers-verses 1-15
2. WOMEN'S DRESS Given as a Barometer of the Nation's Morals-verses
16-26
COMMENTS:
VERSE 1 Again we are confined to Jerusalem and Judah. Famine is a judgment
from God.
VERSES 2-3 There is also a famine of leadership. Qualified men for high posi
tions were lacking. This likewise is a judgment from God.
VERSE 4 Juvenile adults are the rulers. They are totally incompetent as they
are at the mental level of children. This likewise is a judgment from God.
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5 This leads to anarchy in government and injustice for the people. The
lowest level of society comes to the top like dirt in a turbulent river. This
likewise is a judgment from God.
VERSE 8 This is the key of the chapter. The ruin of the nation is explained
here.
VERSE 9 "Countenance" can be translated "nose." This is an interesting com
ment on the nose of this people.
VERSE 10 This is God's promise of deliverance for His people then and in the
Great Tribulation.
VERSE 11 This is another way of saying "whatsoever a man sows, that shall
he also reap."
VERSE 12 Women are ruling over them; or men who are feminine are in
power.
VERSES 13-14 God makes no apology for judging.
VERSES 16-24 Twenty articles of women's dress are mentioned by name. There
is nothing wrong with a woman dressing in style. The difficulty was with the
inner life. Note verse 16 "haughty." This was the real difficulty. See I Peter
3:1-4. Real adornment is inside the skin, not from the skin outward. Women's
dress is generally a key to a nation's morals.
VERSES 25-26 There was a Roman medal which had a woman weeping; and it
had this insignia underneath, "Judea capta."
VERSE

THE JEW
"He could be vain of himself and not be ashamed of it. Yes, he
could be excused for it. The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian
arose, filled the planet with sound and splendor, then faded to dream
stuff, and passed away; the Greek and the Roman followed, and made
a vast noise, and they are gone; other peoples have sprung up, and
held the torch high for a time; but it burned out and they sit in
twilight, or have vanished.
"The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he always
was, exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakness of
his parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert, ag
gressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; all other forces
pass, but he remains. What is the secret of his immortality?"
Mark Twain.
"THE ANSWER: 'The Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is
the lot of his inheritance.' 'I am the Lord, I change not; therefore
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.' Deut. 32 :9, Mal. 3 :6."

Chapter 4
THEME:
Continuation of the Prophecy Begun in Chapter Two. Conditions at Time of
Babylonian Captivity and also of the Great Tribulation and Setting up of the
Kingdom.
REMARKS:
This is an exceedingly brief chapter, only six verses. It is descriptive of conditions which did prevail at the time of the Babylonian Captivity and will prevail
at the setting up of the kingdom.
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The structure of this chapter is very simple. The first verse is the only one
that depicts conditions during the Great Tribulation. The remainder of the
chapter sets before the reader the preparation that will be necessary for entering
the kingdom. This section is largely anticipatory.
OUTLINE:
1. CONDITIONS PREVAILING Because of Frightful Casualties of War
verse 1
2. CONDITIONS PREPARATORY to Establishing the Kingdom-verses 2-6
COMMENTS:
VERSE 1 This is a situation where every year is leap year. The frightful slaugh
ter of manpower in war produces this sad situation. War always lowers morals
of a nation. This took place at the Babylonian captivity and will transpire
again in the end times.
VERSE 2 "In that day" refers to the Day of the Lord.
"The branch" is introduced here for the first time in Isaiah. There are
eighteen Hebrew words translated by "the branch." Here it means "sprout."
All refer to the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. This verse looks beyond the
Tribulation to the Kingdom.
VERSE 3 God's people, both Israel and the Gentiles, will survive the Great
Tribulation (See Matthew 24: 13; Revelation 7).
VERSE 4 God's people must be prepared to enter the kingdom (Zech. 13:1).
VERSE 5 The Glory of God will be upon every house in the kingdom, not just
the temple.
VERSE 6 Security will come to the nation Israel at last. Note that peace follows
grace, mercy, and cleansing.

Chapter 5
THEME:
The Song of the Vineyard and the Six (6) Woes that Follow.
REMARKS:
This chapter brings us to the end of the section which was begun in Chapter
Two. This second vision begun in Chapter Two and concluded with this chapter
actually forms a synopsis of the entire book of Isaiah.
The Song of the Vineyard is comparable to any Psalm. The vineyard is "the
house of Israel" (verse 7). The vineyard becomes one of the two figures taken
from the botanical world to represent the whole nation of Israel. The fig tree is
the other. Our Lord gave a parable of the vineyard before His death which
obviously referred to the whole house of Israel (Matthew 21 :33-46). Isaiah
announces the imminent captivity of the Northern Kingdom into Assyria and
the Southern Kingdom into Babylon. The Lord Jesus Christ showed that God
gave them a second chance in the return from the seventy years Babylonian
captivity, but the rejection of the Son of God would usher in a more extensive
and serious dispersion.
The six (6) woes are the six specific sins which bring down the judgment
of God upon the nation. The penalty for each sin is listed. See "COMMENTS" for
a detailed analysis of the six sins.
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OUTLINE:
1. THE SONG OF THE VINEYARD. Sins of the Nation Israel and Coming

Captivity-verses 1-7
2. THE SIX WOES-Six Sins and the Penalties for Each-verses 8-30
COMMENTS:
VERSE 1 "My beloved" is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Messiah of Israel
and the Saviour of the world.
VERSE 2, God took the nation Israel out of Egypt and placed them in the
Promised Land. He expected them to produce the fruits of righteousness and
required them to glorify His name. They failed ignominiously.
VERSE 3 He asked them to equate the difference between God and Israel.
VERSE 4 God states that He had made every provision on His part for them to
produce the fruits of righteousness. Their failure under these circumstances
becomes serious indeed.
VERSES 5-6 This is a clear prediction of the forthcoming captivities of both
the kingdoms. For over 500 years God had kept the great nations of the
world off the land bridge of three continents--Palestine. No great nation had
entered their borders and destroyed them. Now God would let the nations of
the world in and they would destroy the civilization which had been built
over a period of centuries.
VERSE 7 The vineyard refers to the whole house of Israel as this verse makes
it crystal clear.
VERSE 8 This is the first woe leveled against this first sin of Israel. This sin
is the lust of the eye; more specifically it is covetousness. "Mortify therefore
your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry" (Colossians
3 :5). This is big business expanding at the expense of the little man. The
only excuse for such expansion is the insatiable greed for more property and
things.
VERSES 9-10 The penalty of God will be a famine which will decimate the crop
yield so that the extended holdings will not produce a larger crop.
VERSES 11-12 This is the second woe which is the second sin. Drunkenness and
pleasure on a national scale are the sins mentioned here. It leads to the
deadening of all spiritual perception. Pointedly, these are sins of the flesh.
When any nation lowers its morals to the extent that drunkenness and pleas
ure are on a national scale then the nation is on the verge of being a prey of
enemy without.
VERSES 13-17 Captivity is therefore the ultimate penalty for this specific sin.
"Hell" refers here to the grave. The glory of a nation goes into the dust be
cause of drunkenness and pleasure. Rudyard Kipling was a prophet as well
as a poet when he wrote in his "Recessional":
"Lo, all our pomp of yesterday
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre."

VERSES 18-19 This is the third woe which is the third sin. This is a picture
of a nation giving itself in abandon to sinning without shame or conscience.
In verse 19 they defy God to do anything about it. No penalty is mentioned.
The very silence here is frightful. The penalty is too awful to mention. The
history of the deportation of the nation to Babylon tells something of the
frightful judgment of God upon a people who sin with impunity.
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20 This is the fourth woe, and it is likewise the fourth sin against which
the fourth woe is leveled. This is an attempt to destroy God's standards of
right and wrong by substituting man's values which contradict God's moral
standard. This is the confusion that comes upon a nation when they abandon
God after He has blessed the nation in the past for their acknowledgment
of Him. (England is a present-day example of this, and America is fast de
teriorating in this direction.)
VERSE 21 This is the fifth woe. The sin here is pride. God hates this above all
else (See Proverbs 6:16-17). Here is specifically a pride of the mind (Pro
verbs 30:4). This is the sin of Satan (I Timothy 3:6).
VERSES 22-23 This is the sixth and last woe. Here a people became so sodden
with drunkenness that they lost their sense of justice. Injustice and crooked
ness prevail, and the righteous man is falsely accused. No nation can long
survive that drops so low in morals that it loses its sense of values.
VERSES 24-30 These last woes produce an accumulation of penalties that breaks
like a tornado on the nations.
Though the process of deterioration and rottenness is slow and unob
served, the penalty comes like a fire in stubble. It is fast and furious and
cannot be deterred. It is the anger of the Lord bursting forth in judgment.
It moves the frightful judgment of God in the last days.
VERSE

OUR PRAYERLESS SIN
We have not wept for thy grief,
Israel, scattered, driven,
Shut up to darkened unbelief
While we have heaven.
We have not prayed for thy peace,
Jerusalem forsaken;
Thy Root's increase, by God's great grace,
We age-long have partaken.
How trod thy street our Saviour's feet;
How fell His tears for thee;
How, loving Him, can we forget,
Nor long thy joys to see?
Zion, thy God remembers thee
Though we so hard have been;
Zion, thy God remembers thee,
With blood-bought right to cleanse, may He
Remove our prayerless sin.
-Selected and Revised.

Chapter 6
THEME:
The Call and Commission of Isaiah to the Prophetic Office.

REMARKS:

the

Chronologically, as well as logically,
book of Isaiah begins with this
chapter, which constitutes the crisis in the life of Isaiah and brings him into the
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prophetic office. Prior to this we have no record of his life or relationship to
God. This chapter begins with the death of Uzziah, and the next recorded proph
ecy in Chapter Seven is in the reign of Ahaz, the grandson of Uzziah. The reign
of Jotham for sixteen years completes the interval between Uzziah his father and
Ahaz his son.
This chapter constitutes the center of the first major division of Isaiah. Here
the throne is prominent. The government of God is in evidence in this section.
Isaiah 53 is the center of the last major division of the book. There the cross is
prominent. The grace of God is the theme there. This chapter furnishes a pattern
for God's call to men in all ages. First, the glory of God is revealed. Then, the
man being called sees his own unworthiness, ungodliness, and uncleanness. God
supplies the cleansing and the sanctifying power. Then the man is put into office.
(See Moses, Joshua, Job, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Paul.)
Another aspect of this chapter, which has elevated it to a place of prominence,
is that it is featured in the New Testament.
"While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of
light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from
them. But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they be
lieved not on him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled,
which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the
arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not believe, because
that Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their
heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their
heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. These things said Esaias,
(John 12:36-41).
when he saw his glory, and spake of him"
Isaiah saw Jesus on the cross and he likewise saw Him on the throne.
OUTLINE:
1. TIME, Place, Person, Glory, and Holiness of the Lord in the Vision Seen
by Isaiah-verses 1-4
2. TRANSFORMING Reaction upon Isaiah-verse 5
3. TOUCHED by the Cleansing Fire of the Altar, Isaiah Hears and Responds
to the Call of God-verses 6-8
4. THRILLING Commission of and Transforming Message to Isaiah-verses
9-13
COMMENTS:
VERSE 1 Isaiah opens on a very doleful note by taking us to the funeral of
Uzziah. He went into the temple (". . . in his temple doth everyone speak
of his glory" (Psalm 29 :9) and discovered that the true King of the nation
Israel was not dead but that He was very much alive and on the throne. "I
saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne." God was still upon the throne. He
was "high and lifted up."
VERSE 2 "Seraphims." This is the only mention of these created intelligences
in Scripture. Practically nothing is known concerning them. "Saraph" means
"to burn." It is the word used in connection with the sin offerings and judg
ment. Never is it connected with the sweet incense or sweet savor offerings.
They seem to speak of the searching and penetrating of the Holiness of God
in burning away the dross. "Our God is a consuming fire."
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VERSES 3-4 The seraphims repeat the monotonous refrain to the high holiness
of God. All of this sets before us the fact that God is still on the throne and
that He is a Holy God. He will not compromise with evil.
VERSE 5 The reaction of Isaiah to such a vision is revolutionary. He sees him
self as he really is in the presence of God- "undone." Job had such an ex
perience, and his reaction was "I abhor myself." John on the Isle of Patmos
had just such a vision of the glorified Christ and said, "I fell at His feet as
dead."
VERSE 6 This is highly symbolic. The altar speaks of the cross of Christ. The
coal from off the altar is an application of the blood of Christ to the sins of
Isaiah. "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin"
(I John 1 :7).
VERSE 7 The condition is confession. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness"
(I John 1:9).
VERSE 8 After cleansing, Isaiah heard the call of God for the first time, and
he responded.
VERSE 9 This is the commission of God to Isaiah: "Go and tell."
It is an enigmatic message. The messenger is responsible to deliver the
message, not to get results.
VERSE 10 Light merely revealed the blindness of the people. In darkness they
did not know if they were blind or not. "And in them is fulfilled the proph
ecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not under
stand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's heart
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and
I should heal them"
(Matthew 13:14-15).
Our Lord said again, "If the light in you be darkness how great is that
darkness."
VERSES 11-12 "How long" is an expression of faith. Judgment must come in
the end. God's program is through the darkness of night to the light of a
new day-through the Great Tribulation to the Millennium.
VERSE 13 There will be a remnant always. They will return to the land. That
is sure.

Chapter 7
THEME:
On the Black Background of Civil War during the Reign of Ahaz, Isaiah
Gives the Prophecy Concerning the Virgin Birth of Immanuel and the Coming
Invasion of Judah by Assyria.
REMARKS:
This chapter hasbecome one of the most controversial in Scripture because
of the prophecy concerning the virgin birth. Unbelievers have quite naturally
discounted it and have sought desperately, but in vain, for a loophole to reject
the virgin birth. The battle has been waged about the meaning of the Hebrew
word "almah," which is translated "virgin." See "Comment" on verse 14.
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The fact that the angel quotes this prophecy to Joseph as an explanation for
Mary's being with child before her marriage to him is satisfactory evidence that
the prophecy referred to an unmarried woman who had a son by no physical
contact with any man. The word used by Matthew in Matthew 1:23 is the Greek
word "parthenos." This word definitely means an unmarried woman. This should
be conclusive as to the meaning of Isaiah 7, and the mind of faith receives it
as such. The unbeliever cannot receive it as such, and we should not expect him
to for only the Holy Spirit can take the things of Christ and show them unto us.
YOUNG WOMAN OR VIRGIN?
The word used here in the original is "almah." In every instance of its
use in the Old Testament it has the meaning virgin-were it translated
"young woman" as given in the Revised Standard Version, then this would
be the one exception. Here the translators have rested largely upon the
work of Gesenius in his exhaustive Hebrew Lexicon. Now while Gesenius
admitted that the common translation of the word is "virgin" he said that
he changed it to "young woman" since he rejected the miraculous, and
for one to be born of a virgin had to be a miracle, therefore his use of the
term "young woman."
Friends, this is the wrong approach to the Word of God-it is a violation
of the prophet. You might disagree with the prophet but you cannot deny
him the burden of his statement. It is a point of high interest that this
prophecy was literally fulfilled 800 years after its prediction.
In listening to the discussion of a very brilliant Hebrew scholar in
the East rather recently I was much gratified with some of his comments.
For example, he said that these translators had missed the point, not having
"the feel of the language." He said there is no cause for confusion even
though we find the word "almah" used in the case of Rebecca. Let us
make this clear by looking at the counterpart in the English today. We
will state that a man has three daughters--two married daughters and one
girl. Well, are not the two who are married, girls? O yes,they are girls,
too, but when you use the word girl as above you mean that she is un
married and a virgin, that is understood. That is implied in the very
language and if you mean anything else by it, you would have this man
to fight. You may be sure of that. The use of the word "girl" here implies
that she is a virgin-so it is with the word "almah," its use in every pas
sage in the Old Testament implies virginity.
We would not leave the questionof the use of this word "almah" with
out dealing with the testimony of the Septuagint (Greek) translation of
the Old Testament which, Gesenius says, was made by 70 outstanding
scholars in Alexandria before Christ was born. Now when they translated
this passage from Isaiah from the Hebrew into the Greek, they used the
word "parthenos" which can only be translated by the word "virgin." So
the Holy Spirit in quoting it in the New Testament made it perfectly clear.
Furthermore, the translators of the Revised Standard Version had to use
the term "virgin" in their New Testament in order to be consistent with
the Greek text. So, my friends, if it is one thing in one place it must be
that in the other, for we have here the interpretation of the Holy Spirit.
("Angel Voices and Modern Unbelief"-J. Vernon McGee)
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OUTLINE:
1. CIVIL WAR between Judah and Israel with Syria Allied to Israel Re
sulting in a State of Fear in Judah-verses 1-2
2. CONDUIT of the Upper Pool Where Isaiah and His Son Shearjashub
Meet Ahaz, King of Judah, With an Encouraging Word from the Lord
verses 3-9
3. CONFIRMATION by the Sign of the Virgin Birth to the House of David
When Ahaz Refuses to Ask For a Sign-verses 10-16
4. COMING INVASION of the Land of Judah by Assyria Predicted as a
Judgment-verses 17-25
VERSE 1 See II Kings 16:2. This prophecy follows the call and commission of
Isaiah in chapter six, which took place at the death of Uzziah, Jotham, his
son, succeeded him to the throne; and he reigned sixteen years (II Kings
15:32-34). He was a good king as his father Uzziah had been. There was
prophecy from Isaiah during his reign evidently. Ahaz, his son, succeeded
him; and he did that which was evil.
VERSE 2 He could not expect the blessing of God upon him or the nation. As
a result the alliance of Rezin, king of Syria, with Pekah, king of Israel,
terrified him and his people.
VERSE 3 God was not ready to deliver the kingdom of Judah into captivity,
and He wanted to encourage the king so he would not make an unwise and
frantic alliance with Egypt. The fact that Isaiah was commanded to take
his son is suggestive. "Shearjashub" means "a remnant shall return." The
place he was to meet the king is suggestive. The end of the conduit was in
the upper pool. This was where it poured its life-giving waters for thirsty
Jerusalem. This points to the One who was coming as the "water of life."
"The highway of the fuller's field" points to the One who is the way! The
fuller's field was where garments were washed. There is a place of cleansing
for sin. All this is highly symbolic, and it will reward the believing heart to
dwell here.
VERSES 4-9 The tenor of the message was to let Ahaz know that he need not
fear the alliance of his two enemies in the north. God had determined their
venture a failure.
VERSES 10-11 To strengthen the fabric of the faith of Ahaz, God permitted him
to ask for any sign.
VERSE 12 His answer reveals that he is a pious fraud. God had demanded that
he ask. To refuse was rebellion, not piosity.
VERSE 13 God insisted that there should be a sign. Now that Ahaz has refused
it, the sign will be to the whole house of David.
VERSE 14 The sign is to the whole house of David. The word for virgin is the
point of controversy. The Hebrew word is "almah." The Revised Standard
Version has attempted to rob this word of its full significance here by trans
lating this "young woman." They put in the footnote the word "virgin." This,
of course, should be reversed. There may be occasions when this word may
be translated "young woman," but not here. Obviously, it would be no sign
if a young woman had a son. That was commonplace. Evenif a young woman
had a son out of wedlock that would not be so unusual as to become a sign.
Obviously, Isaiah intended that the meaning of the word "almah" here
should be what we understand by the word "virgin." For example, you may
ask a man how many daughters he has and he may answer, "Two. One is
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married and the other is unmarried." He does not specifically designate the
unmarried woman a virgin, but he absolutely implies it. He possibly would
fight you if you further inquired if she were a virgin. It is not only quibbling
about words, that is evident in the questioning of this passage, but it is also
absolutely insulting to God.
Jesus never was called Immanuel. By the virgin birth He fulfilled the
meaning of the name, "God with us."
VERSE 15 Jesus was reared as a poor peasant in Palestine. This was the simple
diet of the poor.
VERSE 16 This was all fulfilled by the time the Messiah came. It seemed un
likely in Ahaz' day.
VERSES 17-25 This is a prophecy that has as its immediate fulfillment the im
minent invasion of Judah by Assyria. It looks to the future when again from
the north comes another enemy in the last days. (See Chapter Eight.)

Chapter 8
THEME:
The son of the Prophet named before He was born, and the invasion of
Immanuel's Land by the Assyrian predicted before it happend.
REMARKS:
Chapters seven through twelve constitute a series of prophecies given during
the reign of Ahaz. This relationship lies in all these chapters. Some have at
tempted to identify the virgin's Son of Chapter Seven with the prophet's son in
Chapter Eight. The names preclude that possibility with the addition of Chapter
Nine, making it an impossibility for the two to be identical. The prophet's son
was a sign. (Verse 18 is the key verse.)
This chapter is rather significant as it contains the prediction of the invasion
of Immanuel's Land by the king of Assyria. God had kept the flood tide of
foreign invasions walled off from His people for over 500 years. Now He opens
the floodgates and permits an enemy to cover the land like a flood. The people
were looking to a confederacy rather than looking to God for help.
This chapter concludes with a warning against spiritualism as the last
resort of a people who have rejected God's council and turned in desperation to
the Satanic world. The end will be trouble, darkness, and anguish.
OUTLINE:
1. PREDICTION OF THE BIRTH of the prophet's second son as a sign.
verses 1-4
2. PREDICTION OF THE INVASION of Immanuel's Land by the king of
Assyria-verses5-8
3. PRONOUNCEMENT AGAINST A CONFEDERACY as a substitute for
the Person of God-verses 9-15
4. PRONOUNCEMENT AGAINST SPIRITUALISM as a substitute for the
Word of God-verses 16-22
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Ma-her-shalal-hash-baz" is a strange name for a boy in any lan
guage. Pity the poor boy who had to carry this cognomen through life! The
name was a sign and carried a message (verse 18). The name is translated
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"hasten booty, speed prey." The first son of Isaiah likewise had a fascinating
name which was a sign: She-ar-jash-ub (7:3).
Ma-her-shalal-hash-baz was a sign of the coming Assyrian invasion against
Syria, Israel, and Immanuel's Land.
VERSE 2 The child's name is recorded before he is born. Isaiah had witnesses
to the record.
Uriah means "Jehovah is my light"
Zechariah means "Jehovah remembers"
Jeberechiah means "Jehovah will bless"
VERSE 3 The child's name was recorded even before he was conceived. This
child cannot be the virgin's son mentioned in 7:14.
VERSE 4 Before the child is able to talk the Assyrian will invade Syria and
Samaria. For this reason Ahaz need not fear their alliance, nor need he
make one with an earthly power.
VERSE 5 They refused the peace that God offered as typified by the waters of
Shiloah, meaning "sent." Their confidence was in worldly alliance. God
would bring the Assyrians on them as a flood.
VERSE 8 The Assyrian would "pass through Judah," and he would fill "Im
manuel's land;" but like a flood he would retire and go away without cap
turing Judah: This is important to note, and it was a warning to Judah of
the forthcoming Babylonian invasion.
VERSE 9 This is a veiled warning against nations who form an alliance against
God's land.
VERSE 10 The council of men shall come to nought. This was to be a comfort
to God's people in the land.
VERSES 11-12 Judah was not to be alarmed by the confederacy of Syria and
Samaria. Fear had caused them to unite, and God urges His people not to
"fear ye their fear." They were not to turn to an ally among the nations.
VERSES 13-14 They were to fear God above, and look to Him. He will be either
their salvation or a stone of stumbling. This was literally fulfilled in Christ,
I Corinthians 1 :23-"But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness."
"Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself" is a strange injunction. Peter used
this--"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear" (I Peter 3:15).
God needs to be made holy in the hearts of His children.
VERSE 15 Christ is the stone: "And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder"
(Matthew 21:44).
VERSES 16-17 After announcing the approaching apostasy, Paul commended
the Ephesian church to the Word of God, "And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and
to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified" (Acts
20:32). H ere Isaiah commends the Word of God to those who find it precious
in dark days. The prophet takes the place of humble obedience to God.
VERSE 18 This affords an explanation for the outlandish names of the children
of Isaiah. His family was a showcase for God in those dark days.
VERSES 19-20 This is a warning against Spiritualism. (See Leviticus 20:27;
Deuteronomy 18 :9-12.) God forbids His people to dabble in this Satanic
system. When a people turn from God, they generally go after the occult and
abnormal.
26

VERSES 21-22 These final verses reveal the final issue of pursuing a life of dis
obedience which eventuates in spiritualism. The result is dimness, darkness,
and despair.
For lo, the time is hastening on
By prophet-bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold;
When peace shall over all the earth
Her ancient splendours fling,
And the whole earth send back the song
Which now the angels sing.
-Selected.

Chapter 9
THEME:
The Prophecy of the Coming Child to Sit on David's Throne, and the Dark
Days which Attended His First Coming and will Precede His Second Coming.

REMARKS:
This chapter is one with which Christians, generally, are familiar because
of the prophecy concerning the coming Child, who is Christ. Handel's use of this
chapter in "The Messiah" has added to the familiarity of the church to this
particular passage. Nevertheless, there is no passage more enigmatic or mis
understood than this particular passage. Even the translation in verse one is not
established. Actually, contrary meanings are suggested. This poses no problem
to the reverent mind but reveals a divine purpose in permitting both to be
possible. In verse one the rendering in the Authorized Version reads, " ... and
afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan,
in Galilee of the nations." Some have translated it, "hath made it glorious." It
is difficult to see how both meanings can be sustained.

As to the first meaning, it would refer to the invasion of the Assyrians
(II Kings 15:29).

As to the second meaning, it would refer to the Coming of Christ the
first time.
Galilee was the despised area and a place where Gentiles had congregated.
The Lord Jesus passed by Jerusalem, the snobbish religious center of the day,
and made His headquarters in the despised periphery of the kingdom. "Now
when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee;
and leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea
coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: That it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the
land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gen
tiles; The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in
the region and shadow of death light is sprung up" (Matthew 4:12-16).
You will note that Matthew omitted the mooted clause. Otherwise, we would
have the Holy Spirit's own interpretation of the passage. Perhaps the double
meaning is intended by the Spirit. Both are surely true. The familiar section
of verses 6 and 7 may not refer to the first coming of Christ primarily, but to
the second coming of Christ. (See COMMENT below on verses 6 and 7.)
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OUTLINE:
1. The HOPE OF ISRAEL is in The Divine Child in both His First and
Second Comings----verses 1-7
2. The HELP OF ISRAEL is in the LORD of hosts in both their present
trouble and the coming Great Tribulation-verses 8-21
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 See REMARKS for a complete treatment of this difficult verse.
Zebulun and Naphtali were located in the north, with Naphtali along the
west bank of the Sea of Galilee and Zebulun adjoining Naphtali on the west.
Nazareth was in Zebulun, and Capernaum (Jesus' headquarters) was in
Naphtali.
VERSE 2 Regardless of the translation and interpretation of verse 1, it is ob
vious that the people in despised Galilee, who were in the darkness of
paganism and religious tradition, did see a great light, even J esus Christ
the Light of the world.
"Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying I am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of.
life." (John 8 :12)
This was fulfilled at the first coming of Christ.
VERSE 3 Many Bible teachers feel that there is a parenthesis of a period of
time between verse 2 and verse 3. (F. C. Jennings and H. A. Ironside.)
Verse 2 refers to the first coming of Christ, whereas verse 3 looks beyond to
the second coming of Christ. There is already a parenthesis of approximately
2000 years. In this interval God is calling out the Church which was unknown
to Isaiah. "Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery, which was kept since the world began, but now is made manifest,
and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith"
(Romans 16:25-26). "Not" is omitted by many reverent scholars. (See note
in the Scofield Bible.) God has increased the joy as this looks forward to
the second coming of Christ and kingdom blessings. It is consistent with the
text to omit it.
VERSES 4-5 These verses complete the thought of verse 3 and look beyond the
immediate and the Great Tribulation.
NOTE:
VERSES 6-7 This is as complete a prophecy of Jesus Christ as the 53rd chapter.
The reference here is to the second coming primarily, as the 53rd is to the
first coming. These verses continue the thought of verses 3-5, and they look
forward to the second coming of Christ. The question arises of how "a child
is born" at His second coming. First of all, let us clearly state that He was
not born ("unto us,") the nation Israel, at His first coming.
"He came unto his own, and his own received him not" (John 1 :11). He
was born at Bethlehem the first time, but this is not the reference here. The
other portion was not fulfilled to them, neither verses 3-5 nor verse 7. Christ
will be born to the nation Israel at His second coming. Perhaps it may be
better to state it this way: They will be born as a nation at once. This is
made perfectly clear in the last chapter of Isaiah. "Before she travailed, she
brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of a man child. Who
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hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be
made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as
soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children" (Isaiah 66:7-8).
Israel is to be delivered of a man child in the future, not by His birth
but by their birth. This will b e the new birth of the nation Israel when He
comes. Verses 6 and 7 refer to the second coming of Christ, but there is no
serious objection to interpret it for God's children today, for it teaches His
virgin birth; (e.g., the child is born-humanity; the Son is given-Son of
God. See Micah 5:2). " . .. the government shall be upon his shoulder." The.
shoulder speaks of strength. The government of this world will be placed on
His strong shoulders at His second coming.
"WONDERFUL"-This is not an adjective. This is His name! "And
the angel of the Lord said unto him, Why askest thou thus after my name;
seeing it is secret?" (Judges 13 :18). "Secret" here is the same word as
"Wonderful." "None knoweth the Son but the Father;" "And the remnant
were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and an the fowls were filled with their flesh"
(Revelation 19:21). HE IS WONDERFUL IN EVERY WAY!
"COUNSELLOR"-He
never sought council of man, nor did He ask for
their advice. " For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been
his counsellor?" (Romans 11:34). God has no counsellor. He is the One to
whom we must go. He is made unto us "wisdom."
"THE MIGHTY GOD"-"El Gibbohr." He is the One to whom "all
power is given." He is the omnipotent God. Even that little baby on Mary's
bosom was helpless there, but He held the universe together.
"THE EVERLASTING FATHER"- "Avi-ad" Father of eternity. It
simply means that He is the creator of all things, even time, the ages, and
the far off purpose of all things. "All things were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made" (John 1 :3). "For by him were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and in
visible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
all things were created by him, and for him" (Colossians 1 :16). "Hath in
these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of
all things, by whom also he made the worlds" (Heb. 1:2). The reference in
Hebrews should be "ages" instead of " worlds," and that is the thought in
this title.
"THE PRINCE OF PEACE"-"Sar-Shalohim." There can be no peace
on this earth until He is reigning. His government is not static. There is in
crease and growth. He will occupy the throne of David. This is a literal throne
which He will occupy at His Coming. Justice is dominant in His rule. God's
zeal, not man's zany plans, will accomplish this.
VERSES 8-21 These verses cover the then local situation and were partially
fulfilled in the then immediate future, but they look to the time of the Great
Tribulation for a full and final fulfillment. God will continue to punish this
nation until they turn to Christ.
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Chapter 10
THEME:
God uses the Assyrian to Judge Israel but God will Judge the Assyrian. The
Great Tribulation and the Battle of Armageddon.
REMARKS:
Great principles and gigantic programs in God's dealings with men and na
tions are set forth in this chapter. The chapter opens with a brief discussion on
the courts. The injustice of the courts of the nation are reflected in the culture
of the people and the chatisement of God.
The Assyrian is a symbol and type of the future King of the North who shall
come up against Immanuel's land in the last days.
This prophecy reaches beyond the immediate future of Isaiah's day and ex
tends down to the last days of the nation Israel. Isaiah identifies the period by
the designation, "in that day." Vss. 20, 27.
The chapter concludes with the awesome picture of the approach of the
enemy from the north to the battle of Armageddon.
OUTLINE:
1. The JUDGES of ISRAEL are Unjust and will be Judged of God.
Verses 1-4
2. The JUDGMENT of ASSYRIA After She Executes God's Judgment on
Israel. Verses 5-19
3. The JUDGMENT of the HOUSE of JACOB in the Great Tribulation and
the Preservation of the Remnant. Verses 20-27
4. The JUSTICE of GOD at the Battle of Armageddon. Verses 28-34
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 These first few verses may appear at first to be a discourse of Plato
or one of the moralists. The one notable exception is that back of human
justice is the justice of God. The judge and throne down here are to reveal
His justice and are answerable to Him.
VERSE 2 God always defends the poor, the needy, the widow, the orphan, and
the weak. This is a condemnation of any economic system which oppresses
the poor and takes advantage of them.
VERSE 3 This is a warning concerning a day of reckoning. The unjust judges
must stand before the Just Judge. It looks beyond to the final day of reckon
ing.
VERSE 4 This distortion of justice works itself out in all strata of society.
VERSE 5 This is the key verse of the entire passage, and sheds light on the
whole purpose of God for He was using Assyria as a rod to chasten His
people, Israel. The destruction which they wrought was what the hand of
God wrought. This is difficult for a modern man to swallow.
VERSE 6 God goes so far as to say that He is responsible for sending Senna
cherib, the Assyrian, against His people and for taking the Northern King
dom of Israel into captivity. In view of the fact that the Assyrian is a symbol
of the Northern Kingdom in the last days, and evidently Russia is that king
dom, then God may be permitting Russia to gain such advantages in the
present cold war.
VERSE 7 The Assyrian had no notion that he was prompted of God, nor would
he admit it.
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VERSES 9-11 Calno was probably a town in Northern Syria (Amos 6:2).
Carchemish was the eastern capital of the Hittites west of the Euphrates. The
pride of the Assyrian blinds him to see the true status. He rests upon his
own strength and supremacy.
VERSE 12 God will finally deal with the Assyrian and will judge him. Isaiah
shows that God controls and judges all the nations of the earth.
VERSE 15 The Assyrian was only an instrument in the hand of God.
VERSE 20 In this verse Isaiah begins to look beyond the immediate circum
stances which concern the Assyrian to "that day." He speaks of the remnant
which shall be preserved in The Great Tribulation.
VERSE 24 This is a word of comfort to Judah that she shall be spared from
captivity by the Assyrian.
VERSE 27 Again the prophet moves beyond, "in that day."
VERSES 28-34 This is a very remarkable prophecy. It works out the route of
the future invader from the north, who is evidently Russia:
AIATH is about 15 miles north of Jerusalem.
MIGRON is south of Aiath and is the pass where Jonathan got a victory
over the Philistines (I Samuel 14).
GEBA and RAMAH are about six miles north of Jerusalem.
ANATHOTH was about three miles north of Jerusalem.
LAISH is the extreme north of Palestine in the tribe of Dan.
MADMENAH (dunghill) north of Jerusalem.
GEBIN is probably north of Jerusalem, exact site is not known.
NOB north, and in sight of Jerusalem.
This passage charts the march of the enemy from the north which brings
a state of paralysis and defeat to Jerusalem.
VERSE 33 God intervenes and delivers His people. This is a reference to the
Second Coming of Christ to establish His kingdom.

Chapter 11
THEME:
The Person and Power of the King.
The Purpose and Program of the Kingdom.
REMARKS:
Chapter 11 and 12 are the continuation and culmination of the prophecy
begun in chapter 7. Chapter 10 concluded with the coming of the King to deliver
the remnant in Jerusalem from the approach of the king from the north. In this
chapter the person of the King is introduced and the nature of His kingdom
given.
This is one of the great prophecies in the Old Testament concerning the
Millennial Kingdom of Christ. The reader should pay particular attention here
to the details of the kingdom. A literal interpretation of this chapter must be
insisted upon as the details will be null and void if this is not maintained.
OUTLINE:
1. PERSON and POWER of the King. Verses 1-2
2. PURPOSE of the Kingdom. Verses 3-5
3. PARTICULARS of the Kingdom. Verses 6-9
4. PROGRAM of the Kingdom. Verses 10-16
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COMMENT:
VERSE 1 A "live sprout" comes forth from the line of David. David is not
mentioned, but mention is made of Jesse, his father. The royal family had
sunk back to the level of Jesse's day. We find here another reference to the
"Branch" (Isaiah 4:2). There are 18 words in the Hebrew translated by
"branch." This is one of the titles given to Christ. Again we shall see Christ
set before us as the "branch" in the 53rd chapter. There He is the "Root out
of a dry ground." Delitzsch wrote, "In the historical fulfillment even the ring
of the words of the prophecy is noted: The Nehtzer (Branch) at first so
humble, was a poor Nazarene (Matthew 2:23)."
VERSE 2 Here we find the seven-fold Spirit resting upon Him in power. This
is the plentitude of power.
1. "Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him"
2. "the spirit of wisdom"
3. "and understanding"
4. "the spirit of council"
5. "and might"
6. "the spirit of knowledge"
7. "and of the fear of the Lord"
VERSES 3-5 The purpose of the reign of Christ on this earth is to bring in a
reign of righteousness and justice as well as restore the dominion lost by
Adam.
VERSES 6-7 Note the radical change that shall take place in the animal world.
The carnivorous nature and ferocious aspect of wild life will disappear.
VERSE 9 This kingdom shall extend over the entire earth.
VERSE 10 The Gentiles shall have a part in the Millennial kingdom.
VERSE 11 The nation Israel shall be restored to the land. Notice that it is al
ways a remnant that shall be restored, and this restores Israel as a national
entity. Israel shall be returned from all the nations of the world.
VERSE 12 The division of the kingdom will be removed.
VERSES 13-15 Conditions in the Near East today make this a very interesting
passage!
VERSE 16 A great super highway will extend from Assyria to Egypt over the
great land bridge of Palestine. Apparently the nations of the world shall come
over this to Jerusalem to worship (Zechariah 14:16-18).

Chapter 12
THEME:
The Worship of the LORD in the Kingdom.

REMARKS:
This brief chapter reads like a Psalm-for
that is what it is. Here is set be
fore us the praise of a people under the direct and personal reign of Christ.
This is pure praise from redeemed hearts to God because of His Salvation and
Creation. With the curse removed from the earth there will be a great occasion
to praise God for His display of goodnessin creation. Nature
then will not carry
a bloody claw and fang.
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OUTLINE:
1. Praise of the Lord Jehovah Because of His Salvation. Verses 1-3
2. Praise of the Lord Jehovah Because of His Works in Creation. Verses 4-6
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The Tribulation is past, and the storms of life are all in the past. Now
they have entered the Kingdom. This is an occasion for PRAISE. Let the
child of God today meditate long on this short chapter. Think of the joys
of heaven after the pilgrim journey of this earth is over with-all of its pain,
heartaches, and disappointments.
WHAT A DAY OF JOY IT WILL BE!
VERSE 2 Note that they will not say that God provided salvation, but that HE
IS SALVATION. Salvation is a person, not a program.
VERSE 3 Note the abundance and satisfaction that there will always be in
salvation!
VERSE 4 The "doings" of God are more than Creation, but encompass that
also.
VERSE 5 The "excellent things" will be the renovated earth and the joys of
creation.
VERSE 6 This is one great throbbing and pulsating outburst of a redeemed
soul who is giving to God all that a poor creature can ...
HALLELUJAH!

Chapter 13
THEME:
BURDEN OF BABYLON-Destruction in the Day of the Lord, and in the
Immediate Future.
REMARKS:
Isaiah chapters 13 through 23, contain burdens (judgments) on nine surrounding nations. All of these nations had some contact with Israel and most of
them were contiguous to her borders. Israel suffered at the hands of some of
them and will suffer again in the future.
While this section, for the most part, is yet future, nevertheless the chief
characteristic is that much has been fulfilled and stands, today, as an evidence
of fulfilled prophecy. All of this adds singular interest and importance to these
eleven chapters. The Assyrian is no longer the oppressor; those of other nations
take his place.
A burden is a judgment. It was not pleasant to the prophet to deliver the
message as it made him the unpopular bearer of "bad news," and his message
a burden to the nation for which it was intended, as it was heavy to bear.
Babylon, as the subject of the first burden, is suggestive of many things to
the reverent s tudent of Scripture. First of all, the literal city of Babylon is the
primary consideration. This is, indeed, remarkable as Babylon, in Isaiah's day,
was an insignificant place. It was not until a century later that Babylon became
a world power. God pronounced judgment upon Babylon before it became a
nation.
It is also well to note that this new section does not end with the burden on
nine surrounding nations but extends through six woes in chapters 28 through
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33, and concludes with the calm and blessing after the storm in chapters 34
through 35.
OUTLINE:
1. The PUNISHMENT of BABYLON in the Day of the Lord (The Great
Tribulation). Verses 1-16
2. The DESTRUCTION of BABYLON in the Day of Man (Ancient History
-Fulfilled). Verses 17-22
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 (See REMARKS for further comment.) The literal city of Babylon
in history is in view in this chapter and chapter 14. The future city of Babylon
as it will be rebuilt is likewise under consideration. Also Babylon, as the
symbol of united rebellion against God, is before us. The Tower of Babel is
where it began and the end is before us in Psalm 2.
VERSE 3 "Sanctified" here means "set apart" for a specific use by some agency
-"Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which
God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe
and know the truth" (I Timothy 4:3). The food here is not different or
changed. It has no reference to any holy character of that which is sanctified.
God will use the Babylonians as He did the Assyrians as instruments for
punishing His people. (See Habakkuk 1 :6-11.)
VERSE 4 This verse offers a satisfactory explanation of "sanctified ones."
Babylon will come against the Southern kingdom of Judah as Assyria did
against the ten Northern tribes of Israel.
VERSE 5 The Babylonians will likewise he the rod of God's indignation.
VERSE 6 This prophecy looks beyond anything that now is in history and is
projected into "The Day of the Lord." The Great Tribulation is the reference.
VERSES 7-8 The Great Tribulation is spoken of as a time of travail. Men in
travail.
The Day of the Lord opens with this time of travail.
VERSE 10 See Matthew 24:29; Revelation 8:12.
VERSE 11 The Great Tribulation is world wide, though centered in Palestine.
VERSES 12-16 Although it is a time of world wide destruction when no "flesh
would survive," yet God will preserve a remnant to Himself.
VERSE 17 Here the prophet reverts to that which was in the immediate future.
He identifies those who will destroy Babylon-"the Medes."
VERSE 18 See Daniel 5 for the fulfillment of this prophecy-"And Darius the
Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old" (Daniel
5:31).
VERSE 19 This has been fulfilled.
VERSE 20 How can Babylon be destroyed and yet appear in the last days as
a literal city again? Already the ancient site of ancient Babylon is seven to
nine miles from the Euphrates River. The river has shifted that much. The
ancient site will never be rebuilt but Babylon will be rebuilt on another site.
VERSES 21-22 This has literally been fulfilled. "Satyrs" means demons. Baby
lon was the headquarters for idolatry in the ancient world. Apparently
demons have this spot as a rallying place.
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Chapter 14
THEME:
BURDEN OF BABYLON (Continued). The kingdom established after the
final destruction of Babylon; Origin of evil and its judgment; Burden of Pales
tine.
REMARKS:
This chapter is a continuation of the burden of Babylon begun in chapter
13. Great issues are at stake in this chapter. The origin of evil and the judgment
and final removal of it from this earth is the theme of this section.
Local situations and nations are the expression of these world wide themes
and eternal issues. This chapter looks at nations and the problems of this life
through the telescope rather than placing them under the microscope for in
spection.
This chapter opens on a joyful note because of the final judgment of Baby
lon. The kingdom is established with all fears and dangers removed. No enemy
of God is abroad. The judgment here and eleswhere in this book of Isaiah has
a word of explanation given as to the reason for it. The nation Israel will have
their heaven right here upon this earth. They can never experience it until the
enemies of God are judged and removed. It is natural and right that they should
look forward to that judgment and pray that the enemies of God be judged.
The Church is to be removed from this earth and the presence of her enemies.
It is Scriptural and right for the Church to pray for her enemies.
This chapter is a mixture of light and darkness. The chapter changes from
the ecstasy of the kingdom to the punishment of hell. Satan and the problem of
evil are brought before us.
There is an extended section on the final destruction of Babylon. This chapter
of great subjects and strong contrasts closes with an inserted burden of Palestine
which was probably brought about by the sudden demise of king Ahaz (II Kings
16:19-20).
OUTLINE:
1. THE FUTURE RESTORATION of Israel and the Peace of the Kingdom
After the Judgment of Babylon. Verses 1-8
2. THE FINAL RULER of the World Cast into Sheol. Verses 9-11
3. THE FIRST REBELLION Against God-(Origin of Satan and Evil).
Verses 12-17
4. THE FUTURE REBELLION of Babylon, and the Final Rejection of
Man's Rulership of the World. Verses 18-27
THE FIERCE REPUDIATION of Palestine Which Prevails Today.
Verses 28-32
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The clear statement of this verse should be a sound answer to those
so-called and self-called evangelists who state, heatedly, that God is through
with the nation Israel: "the Lord . . . will yet choose Israel." Also a great
company of Gentiles will yet be saved outside of the Church after the Church
is removed. They are designated here as "strangers."
VERSE 2 "the people" are Gentiles. The Gentiles will return them to Palestine
rather than hinder them as they are doing today. "And they shall take them
captives, whose captives they were:" This phrase throws light on the con35

troversial statement in Ephesians 4:8-"He led captivity captive." This
statement is quoted in turn from Psalm 68:18. The same idiom occurs in
Judges 5:12 where Barak was to lead captive those who had held Israel
captive. Christ has liberated those who were held in death and the fear of
death by Satan. Read in connection with this Colossians 2:15-"And having
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing
over them in it."
VERSE 3 It will be heaven on earth when all of those on earth who have turned
to God find "rest from sorrow, and from fear, and from hard bondage."
VERSE 4
"Babylon," here, not only refers to the literal city but is representative
of all the enemies of Israel and God.
VERSES 5-6 This is the final judgment at the end of The Great Tribulation.
VERSES 7-8 After the Battle of Armageddon and the Coming of Christ, rest
and peace come to the earth. Instead of sorrow there is singing. Weeping is
only for the night. The morn of joy has come.
VERSE 9 Hell here is "Sheol." It can mean the grave or the place of torment.
Evidently the latter meaning is in view here.
VERSES 10-11 This is evidently a veiled reference to the Antichrist: "And
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of
the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive
into a lake of fire burning with brimstone" (Revelation 19:20).
VERSE 12 Lucifer here is none other than Satan:
"And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven"
(Luke 10:18).
"He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might
destroy the works of the devil"
(I John 3 :8).
"And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,
"And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.
"And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him."
(Revelation 12 :7-9).
Satan was the real power and wisdom back of Babylon with all its
idolatry, rebellion against God, and enmity against God's people. Lucifer's
sin took place in the past but the execution of his judgment is yet future.
Isaiah stands in the dim and distant ages of the past before man put in his
appearance on this planet. He beholds the hatching of the egg of evil. He
sees the germination of sin in the heart of a creature of God. He beholds
the origin of evil, and how Lucifer became Satan.
The next two verses pull back the curtain of time and give us an inkling
of how sin began. The answer here is not final but it is useful.
VERSES 13-14 There are five "I will's" of Lucifer. He was setting his will over
against the will of God. This is sin in embryo. This is the evolution of evil.
There is no evolution of man, but there is an evolution of sin. It began by
a creature setting its will against the will of God. As a free moral agent the
creature must be allowed to do this.
This is man's original sin: "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
of us all" (Isaiah 53 :6).
Lucifer thought "in his heart" to lift himself to the rank of God.
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15 God will yet execute His judgment on Satan.
18 Babylon will evidently become the rallying place for the nations of
the world that are against God.
VERSES 19-27 This is a detailed account of the coming judgment of Babylon
and all it represents. It has been only partially fulfilled in the past That
which has been fulfilled has been quite literal.
VERSE 28 There is inserted here a burden on Palestine which was precipitated
by the death of Ahaz.
VERSE 29 Before the kingdom blessings prevail, a severe judgment of God is
coming upon that land. It is more severe than the surrounding nations be
cause this nation had light and light creates responsibility.
VERSES 30-32 This detailed judgment is fierce!
VERSE
VERSE

Chapter 15
THEME:
The Burden of Moab.
REMARKS:
This brief chapter records the third burden, actually, in view of the fact that
Palestine (14:28-32) is the second.
It is difficult to see at first that this prophecy concerning a small nation in
a far away place in a distant day could have any bearing upon us today. How
could the temporary distress of these obscure people convey a message to us?
We have been through two world wars with all the attendant suffering and blood
shed. We shall find here, as well as in every Scripture, that there is a message
for us as "all Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable...."
Moab was the nation which came from Lot through the incestuous relation
ship with his eldest daughter. The illegitimate son of this sordid affair was the
father of the Moabites. These people became the inveterate and persistent
enemies of the nation of Israel. Balak, their king, hired Balaam, the prophet, to
curse them for he feared them when they passed through the land of Moab.
The lovely story told in the book of Ruth concerns a maid of Moab. David sought
refuge there for his parents from the hand of Saul.
Moab is representative of those who make a profession of being children of
God actually, they have no vital relationship with Him, (see Hebrews 12 :8).
They finally become enemies of God's children and will seek to do them harm.
Modem Moabites are described in II Timothy 3:1-5 and Jude 14-16.
"This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that
are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:
from such turn away" (II Timothy 3:1-5).
"And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Be
hold, the Lord commeth with ten thousands of his saints, to execute judg
ment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their
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hard speeches which ungodly sinners, have spoken against him. These are
murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth
speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration be
cause of advantage" (Jude 14-16).
Judgment came upon ancient Moab as it will upon modern Moabites. The
destruction of Moab was sudden and devastating. It led to a long night of weep
ing, and no joy in the morning. It elicited the sympathy of the prophet, as it was
frightful! This destruction was wrought first by Assyria and later by Babylon.
OUTLINE:
1. THE SUDDEN DESTRUCTION of Moab and the Attendant Sorrow.
Verses 1-4
2. THE SYMPATHY of the Prophet for Zoar-A Sad Spectacle. Verses 5-9
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This burden of Moab came suddenly, "for in the night." This ex
pression is repeated twice to emphasize the suddenness of the storm which
struck the nation. The storm came at night and their night of weeping never
ended. At first they were numbed by the suddenness of it all, and there
was silence. The silence was broken by an eternal howling and wailing. "Kir"
is "Kerak"--on a mountain peak about 10 miles from the south-east corner
of the Dead Sea.
VERSE 2 It is well to note the number of proper names given in this chapter
which refer to geographical places. Dibon is where the Moabite stone was
found.
Bajith means "house." Here it evidently refers to the temple of Chemosh.
In this time of trouble the people flock to the temple. During days of dis
tress people seek for relief in religion and they crowd the temples and
churches. This is merely the fleshly instinct of the old nature and is the con
duct of those who are professors. The Moabites turned to a heathen temple
and pagan god. Modern man goes to a liberal church. Neither comes to the
living God in genuine obedience. Religion is merely an escape mechanism
from the tragedies and raw realities of life.
VERSE 3 The impressive fact of this realism is the deep sorrow of the people
as they survey the awful aspect of the total destruction of the nation. "Weep
ing abundantly" means to be "drowned in tears."
There are no "songs in the night" here. Ancient Moabites and modern
Moabites can only sing the blues. If there were any of God's children here
in "much affiiction," there would likewise be the "joy of the Holy Ghost."
VERSE 4 It is not necessary for us to locate the geographical positions of those
cities. It simply means that all the great centers of Moabite culture were
involved in this havoc which was wrought by the enemy.
VERSE 5 Although Moab was the enemy of Israel, the prophet's heart goes out
in sympathy to Moab because of the terror that has come upon them. This
reveals the heart of God that in spite of a people's sin, God still loves, and
will extend mercy. "Zoar" is the place where Lot took refuge at the destruc
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19 :18-32). The Moabites will take
refuge in Zoar as Lot did of old.
VERSES 6-9 A detailed description is given here of the further ravaging of the
land of Moab. It is likened to a flood that covers the land.
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"It is very striking that at the first Lambeth Conference in 1867, the
Anglican Bishops affirmed belief in the Second Coming. A statement
they issued contained these words:
Brethren, beloved, with one voice we warn you; the time is
short; the Lord cometh; watch and be sober . . . and the
good Lord make you perfect and keep your bodies, souls and
spirits until the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
"In spite of world-symptoms overwhelmingly graver today; recent
Lambeth Conferences have issued no such utterance."

Chapter 16
THEME:
Burden of Moab (continued).

REMARKS:
The prophecy concerning the judgment of Moab continues in this chapter.
Perhaps it may seem out of all proportion to the reader in ratio with the im
portance and size of the nation. Moab was a more formidable nation in that day
than we are willing to concede. Its prominence to the nation Israel at this time
cannot be over estimated.
This chapter opens with a "last call" to Moab to avail herself of the mercy
God has provided for her. They are enjoined to pay tribute to Israel according
to their arrangement (II Kings 3:4-9). This was an acknowledgment of God
and a tribute to Jehovah. In the Great Tribulation a nation's faith in God will be
determined by their attitude and action toward Israel, (Matthew 25:31-46).
Because of pride Moab failed to obey God.
The final judgment is predicted in a short time.
OUTLINE:
1. FINAL OVERTURE of Mercy Offered to Moab as the Prophet Looks on
to the Millennium. Verses 1-5.
2. FIERCE PRIDE of Moab Leads to Final Rejection of Mercy and Judg
ment of Moab. Verses 6-12.
3. FULFILLMENT OF JUDGMENT Within Three Years. Verses 13-14.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The lamb was the animal of sacrifice which best depicts Christ, "The
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world."
Sela is Petra, the capitol of Edom. From the southern border to the
northern border the lamb is to be sent as tribute to Israel. This would be an
acknowledgment of the authority and position of Israel. It was a tax which
would require humbleness on the part of Moab to comply with its terms.
VERSES 2-5 This section is projected into the Great Tribulation and the Kingdom, as the fifth verse shows by its direct reference to the tabernacle of
David. (See Acts 15 :13-17.)
During that time of trouble the nation Israel will be in grave difficulty
(Jeremiah 30 :7). They will seek for refuge from their enemies. As some
nations seek sanctions against them, they will seek for sanctuary among the
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surrounding nations (Matthew 24:15-21). Satan, cast out of heaven at this
time, will vent all his spleen against them (Revelation 12:13-16). Those who
befriend these people by so much as giving a cup of cold water will be
rewarded of God.
VERSE 6 Pride will be the cause of Moab's rejection of God's proffered offer
of mercy.
VERSE 7 Judgment will inevitably fall upon Moab. Only Moab will howl for
Moab now.
VERSE 9 The prophet's heart is again touched and he weeps as he anticipates
the coming judgment on Moab. God never delights in judgment. It is His
strange work. He would much rather extend mercy.
VERSES 13-14 The coming judgment is dated. Here again Isaiah proves he is
a true prophet of God. The Assyrians shortly thereafter invaded the land of
Moab.
About the time of the End a body of men will be
raised up who will turn their attention to the
prophecies, and insist upon their literal interpreta
tion in the midst of much clamour and opposition.
-Sir Isaac Newton in 1720.

Chapter 17
THEME:
The Burden of Damascus and Ephraim.
REMARKS:
Damascus was the leading city of Syria; today it is called the oldest living
city in the world. This may or may not be true. It has experienced many sieges
and wars and has fallen prey to many enemies of the past. Vitringa wrote:
"Damascus has been destroyed oftener than any other town . . . it rises
again from ashes."
Ephraim is the name of a tribe, a city, and a mountain.
In this chapter it represents the ten northern tribes which are ordinarily
called Israel. Because of the confederacy between Syria and Israel, Israel is
linked with the judgments pronounced on Syria. Partners in crime mean part
ners in punishment. The burden of Damascus should include Israel, as verse 3
indicates.
It is practically impossible to outline this chapter in major divisions as it
is one continuous line of thought.
OUTLINE:
1. THE BURDEN of DAMASCUS and EPHRAIM in the Immediate Future
and the Far off Future (Syria and Israel in Man's Little Day and the Day
of the Lord). Verses 1-14.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This verse presents a real problem inasmuch as it states that Damas
cus will be "taken away from being a city," and some historians state that
Damascus is the oldest city in existence today. There are two possible ex
planations.
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(1) Historians are not accurate in making such a bold and general
statement. The many ruins of that area easily could be the original city
of Damascus. This is very likely, but we shall have to leave this aspect
of the problem to the archaeologist.
(2) In view of the fact that Damascus is the oldest city and has withstood
the ravages of war, it will cease from being a city in the coming de
struction of the Great Tribulation. This would reveal the nature of the
destruction of the Great Tribulation when the Lord stated that no flesh
would survive if these days were not shortened. We know today an
atomic missile could make quick work of Damascus or any other metropolitan area in the world.
It is interesting to note that Damascus is yet a city and Syria is yet a
nation. At the present (March, 1957) they are aligned with Russia against
Israel.
A correct interpretation may be in an element of truth taken from both
these diametrically opposed views.
VERSE 2 Ariel is a suburban area near Damascus.
VERSE 3 The northern kingdom of Israel must bear her share of the burden of
Damascus because of an alliance with it. Both were besieged by Tiglath
pileser, as recorded in II Kings 15:29, and were finally deported by the
Assyrian, Shalmaneser, as recorded in II Kings 17:6. This was a partial ful
fillment of Isaiah's prohecy.
VERSE 4
The prophecy looks beyond the day of the Assyrian to "that day"
when the nation Israel will again be besieged by the enemy from the north,
east, and west. Again they will turn to an alliance and not to God. Israel will
make a covenant with a world ruler (Daniel 9:27) and trust an alliance with
the "god of forces" as recorded in (Daniel 11 :36-38).
VERSES 6-7 A remnant will turn to God. A remnant will be saved, and this
remnant is the true Israel, " .. . For they are not all Israel, which are of
Israel" (Romans 9:6). Again Paul says, " . . . And so all Israel shall be
saved . . . " (Romans 11 :26). The entire nation is not intended here. It is
only a remnant as Isaiah states.
VERSE 10 This has a spiritual application, but it is likewise interesting to
note how this land in our day has been planted with pleasant plants and slips.
The forests of the cedars of Lebanon have been almost removed. There were
many trees in that land and the Mount of Olives was covered with them.
The enemy removed many of them. While the Turks controlled Palestine
they exacted a tax on trees. The people cut down practically all the trees
in the land and it was almost denuded of greenery. After World War I
England began a movement to plant trees in Palestine. The present govern
ment of Israel has continued this policy, and literally millions of trees have
been set out.
VERSE 11-14 Grave days are in the offing for the land of Israel. Surely God's
people should pray for the "peace of Jerusalem."

Chapter 18
THEME:
The Burden of the Land Beyond the Rivers of Ethiopia.
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REMARKS:
The exact nation that Isaiah had in mind in this chapter has not been de
finitely ascertained. This is obvious from the many interpretations that sound
scholars give to it.
It could hardly be Egypt since the description of its location does not fit
Egypt. "Beyond the rivers of Ethiopia" is not an apt location of Egypt. There
is a separate burden in chapter 19 concerning Egypt, and it would be unusual
to have two.
We believe that Ethiopia best suits the text and the tenor of Scripture.
Surely we must dismiss England or the United States as a possible interpreta
tion.
Another problem arises at this point-which Ethiopia is intended? There
are two in the Scriptures. The word for Ethiopia is Cush. There is one on the
Euphrates in Asia (Genesis 2:13) and another in Africa (Exodus 2:15-21).
Again we conclude that the Ethiopia in Africa is intended.
Missionaries to that land tell us that it is known and noted as the land of
birds, and is called the "land of wings."
This section is not actually a burden as we shall see. (Comment verse 1).
Many favorable things are said in Scripture concerning Ethiopia.
"I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me: behold
Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man was born there."
(Psalms 87:4).
Ethiopia will be with Antichrist at first but will be born again at the last
siege of Jerusalem and will enter the kingdom.
"Are ye not as children of Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith
the Lord. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and
the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?" (Amos 9 :7)
Here God proves His love to His people by saying He loves them as He does
the Ethiopians. It is interesting to note also that the first Gentile who was saved in
the church as recorded in Acts 8 was the Ethiopian Eunuch.
The intent of the Bible student should be such that he will use a concordance
and look up every reference to Cush and Ethiopia. It will prove profitable and
enlightening.
OUTLINE:
1. GOD CALLS THE WORLD'S ATTENTION TO ETHIOPIA.
(Verses 1-2)
2. GOD CALLS THE WORLD'S ATTENTION TO ISRAEL.
(Verses 3-7).
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Woe" is an unfortunate word with which to open this chapter. It
is the same as "ah" in (Isaiah 1 :4), where it is a sigh, or as "ho" in (Isaiah
55), where it is a form of address that demands attention. Either is perferred
to the present rendering. This is definitely not a woe or a burden.
"Shadowing with wings" might be better rendered by "rustling with
wings." Our attention is called to the noise that is made.
(See "REMARKS" for identification of nation.)
VERSE 2
It is assumed from the statement-that the ambassadors are sent by
sea-that this is a great sea power. Some have held this sea power to be
England. "Vessels of bullrushes" has likewise been a stumbling block in
interpretation. Dr. Jennings, in his profound work on Isaiah, makes a good
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case for the "steamboat" but, since modern ships use oil, this seems to have
no place in our day.
Since vessels of bullrushes would be too flimsy for ocean travel, others
have sought to identify this with the airplane. In the "shadowing wings"
they find written confirmation of this. However appealing this may appear,
it is a highly speculative interpretation. Nothing that is accurate can he
positively asserted at the present time.
"A nation scattered and peeled" is Israel. This is potently evident, and
most of the sound students of the Word concur in this.
"Whose land the rivers have spoiled" presents a difficulty. There is only
one river in Palestine, and it has never flooded the land. Dr. Jennings pres
ents a good interpretation when he suggests that the Asian Cush on the
Euphrates River and African Cush where the Nile rises, refer to the nations
that have spoiled Palestine. Surely Palestine has been their battlefield.
VERSE 3 God calls the world to pay attention to this.
Many students of the Word consider "the ensign" mentioned here as the
ark which was in the tabernacle and later transferred to the temple of Solo
mon. It disappeared at the time of the Babylonian captivity. There is a
tradition that it was carried to Ethiopia in Africa. This would be a rallying
point for both Israel and Ethiopia if it were to be located.
VERSE 7 This is evidently a reference to the time when the Kingdom of Christ
will be established on this earth and the Ethiopians will come again to
Jerusalem to worship.
THE SINKING SUN
The nation's sun is sinking in the west,
God's bounteous day of grace will soon be o'er.
The fleeting hours of the world's unrest
Are filled with deepest sin, and sorrow sore.
To millions now our hearts are strangely drawn:
Men looking for the light in every land.
Their restless hearts are waiting for the dawn,
And lo! the day is past-the night at hand.
With world-wide armies training for the fray,
False prophets still speak forth the words of peace,
And Brown-shirts, Black-shirts, Red shirts hail the day
Of their great glory with its swift increase.
"O fools, and slow of heart," why will ye spurn
All that the prophets and their Lord proclaim?
Man's day is dying! Turn, ye people, turn,
Before the night shall end man's boasted fame.
Though men His Word of prophecy despise,
Yet God hath spoken-and His Word is true:
Our Christ is coming! Christian, lift your eyes
And pledge your life and love to Him anew.
-Albert Simpson Reitz
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Chapter 19
THEME:
The Burden of Egypt. Through Gloom to Glory.

REMARKS:
No nation figures so prominently on the pages of Scripture besides Israel
than does Egypt. She has a longer history than any nation mentioned in Scripture
including Israel. Egypt was one of the most ancient of the great nations of the
past. It is in existence today and plays a prominent part in world events. It has
a glorious future predicted on the pages of Scripture. This chapter contains all
elements which enter into the history of the nation-its past, present, and future.
Egypt comes into prominence early in Scripture when Abraham ran away to
Egypt and got into difficulties. Later Joseph was sold into Egypt and during a
famine Jacob and his twelve sons went down into Egypt with their families.
There Israel became a nation in the slavery of the brick yards of Egypt. Ahaz
and Hezekiah both made an alliance with Egypt and found her an unreliable ally.
During the Inter-Testament period Israel suffered grievously at the hand of
Egypt.
When Jesus was born He was taken down into Egypt. The Gospel made
many converts in Egypt during the first three centuries of the Christian Era.
Currently, Egypt is the thorn in the side of the new nation of Israel.
OUTLINE:
1. FULFILLED PROPHECY Concerning Egypt. Verses 1-15
2. UNFULFILLED PROPHECY Concerning Egypt. Verses 16-25
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The idolatry of Egypt is the chief target of God's condemnation of
this nation. Perhaps no people were ever given over to idolatry more than
the Egyptians with the possible exception of the Babylonians, the very fountain head of idolatry, Egypt, because of her long history, is a perfect example
of Romans 1 :21-23.
"Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish
heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools
and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like
to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping
things."
These people were originally monotheistic, but they gradually lapsed
into the basest sort of idolatry where every creature was worshipped, the bull,
the frog, the scarab (a bug), the fish, and all sorts of birds. The contest of
Moses with Pharaoh to let Israel go free resolved itself about a battle of the
gods. Jehovah struck at all forms of idolatry in Egypt from the sun, the
River Nile to frogs and lice. Now He comes down again in a cloud like a
chariot to destroy the idols of Egypt. It is interesting to know that idolatry
has long since disappeared from that land though the people dwell in the
ignorance and superstition of the Moslem religion. This has been fulfiilled
literally.
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VERSE 2 A Pharaoh arose about the time of Isaiahwho could no longer control
this great kingdom and the army no longer obeyed him. This caused the
setting up of weak city states that were sell-governing for a period of time.
VERSE 3 This proud nation, that had advanced its civilization so much farther
than other nations, was brought down to a low level. The people turned to
their idols to no avail and finally in desperation resorted to spiritism.
VERSE 4 This "cruel lord" is generally identified as Psammetichus who arose
in the 9th Century B. C. However there is good reason to believe he might
have been the Ottman Turk who reduced Egypt to a poverty stricken nation.
VERSE 5 The sea refers to the River Nile that was the main artery of the
nation and the rivers are the canals that were built especially at the mouth
of the river.
VERSE 6 The brooks are the outlets to the sea and most of them are filled today.
All vegetation of a valuable nature was to disappear from the brooks of the
river. This has been fulfilled literally.
VERSE 7 The "paper reeds" are the "papyri" which was used in that day as
paper is used today. It was one of the main industries of Egypt and afforded
a great volume of the wealth of Egypt. It disappeared and no longer grows
along the hanks where it was indigenous and where Moses was hidden along
the River Nile. This has been fulfilled literally.
VERSE 8 Fishing was another great industry as the Nile abounded in fish. The
fish have disappeared and to this day fishing is not one of the industries
along the Nile. This was fulfilled literally.
VERSES 9 The linen of Egypt was world renowned. Linen taken from mummies
is superior to any linen that is made by the linen mills of Ireland. The fine
twined byssus linen was used in the construction of the Tabernacle in the
wilderness by Moses. That industry disappeared. This prophecy was literally
fulfilled.
VERSE 10 The entire fishing industry is to disappear. This has been fulfilled
literally.
Dr. F. C. Jennings writes, "Egypt's wealth, as already said, practically
consists in her river, because of its volume here called a sea."
VERSE 11 Zoan is the Tunis of secular history. Mental weakness as well as
material depletion was to be a judgment. This was fulfilled literally. (See
Ezekiel 29:14-15).
VERSE 12 All the leadership would disappear.
VERSE 13 Noph is Memphis as we know it.
VERSE 14 This is a vivid picture of the reduction of Egypt to a base kingdom.
VERSE 15 Industry and Commerce would die, and poverty and wretchedness
would overtake the nation. This continues to be the plight of Egypt. God's
Word has been fulfilled literally.
This first section could he further divided:
(1) FAILURE OF FALSE RELIGION. Verses 1-4
(2) FAILURE OF MATERIAL RESOURCES. Verses 5-10
(3) FAILURE OF SPIRITUAL POWER. Verses 11-15
VERSE 16 "In that day" places this section in the future. It occurs six (6)
times.
This verse surely characterized Egypt in the recent conflict with Israel.
The armies of Egypt crumbled and fled.
VERSE 17 This could likewise have a present day application. This entire
section looks toward the Day of the Lord for a complete fulfillment.
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VERSE 19 "An altar to the Lord" has been interpreted by some of the cults as
the pyramid. The pyramid is neither an altar nor a pillar but a monstrous
mausoleum for the burying of a king and his queen. The cross will yet be
the place where Egypt will look instead of a crescent.
VERSE 21 Egypt has a glorious future. The nation will enter and enjoy the
kingdom with Israel. How different from the present hour.
VERSE 23 This freeway will not be for soldiers and armies but for those going
to Jerusalem to serve Christ, the King.
VERSE 24 Note the exalted position of Egypt in the Kingdom.
VERSE 25 Note this statement. Well-"Blessed be Egypt." A blessing is yet
to come to this despised and debased nation.

Chapter 20
THEME:
The Burden of Egypt. (Continued)
REMARKS:
This brief chapter continues the burden of Egypt. The last chapter closed
on the high note of future blessing for Egypt in the Millennial Kingdom. Be
cause of future blessing there was a danger of Israel looking to Egypt for help
in the immediate crisis with Assyria in the north coming against them.
Isaiah was to make it clear to God's people that there was no real assistance
to be expected from Egypt as she likewise would be at the mercy of Assyria.
Egyptians were to suffer at the hands of Assyria and were to be carried into
captivity as well as Samaria (10 northern tribes of Israel). This was to take
place in three (3) years. The last chapter closed with the far view. This chapter
opens and closes with a near view.
The last chapter looks into the dim and distant future.
This chapter looks at the coming current events which prove the reliability
of Isaiah as a prophet of God.
This chapter puts the microscope down on the times in which Isaiah lived.
Another impressive feature about this brief chapter is the reference in verse
1 to Sargon. This is the only place that he occurs in the Bible. Up to com
paratively recent times he was unknown in secular history. This caused able
commentators of the past to conclude that this was another son of Shal
manezer mentioned in II Kings 18. Now Sargon's name and record have been
found on the monuments and he is established in secular history. He succeeded
Shalmanezer but was not his son. He was the father of Sennacherib.
It is indeed consoling to have archaeology establish the historicity of a man
only mentioned once in the Scripture and nowhere in profane literature up to
recent times.
However, the reverent student of Scripture does not need this confirmation
to establish the accuracy of Scripture. Rather Scripture establishes the accuracy
of archaeology and history. Faith does not nor can it rest upon the inspiration
of the pick and shovel. Nonetheless, the believer expects the stones to cry out
a glad amen.
OUTLINE:
1. EGYPT TO BE INVADED IN THREE (3) YEARS BY ASSYRIA.
Verses 1-6
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COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Tartan" was a general in the Assyrian army (II Kings 18:17).
"Ashdod" was a city in Samaria (10 northern tribes). Sargon succeeded
Shalmanezer. (II Kings 17:3).
(See REMARKS above).
VERSE 2 Isaiah was to become a walking parable to Israel as a warning not
to become confederate with Egypt.
Isaiah was not asked to go in the nude. Clothing was and is so essential
to the customs of the lost and nudeness is so revolting that it is obvious that
this was not intended. Isaiah was to lay aside his outward tunic of mourning.
This would attract immediate and startling attention to the prophet. It would
enable Isaiah to make his point publicly. It is well to note the words of
Delitzsch at this point, "what Isaiah was therefore directed to do, was simply
opposed to common custom and not to moral decency."
VERSE 3 Isaiah probably did not go three (3) years without his outer garment
of mourning, but rather in three (3) years this would happen to Egypt.
Ethiopia is included in this parable in action.
VERSE 4 Egypt could not protect herself nor Ethiopia. She would not be a
reliable ally for Israel. Both Egypt and Ethiopia were invaded by Sargon
and there came this shame upon Egypt.
VERSE 5 From the humiliation of this defeat and great shame Egypt never fully
recovered.
VERSE 6 "Isle" should be "coast." The reference is to Israel. Israel would be
driven to desperation and frustration in that day because of misplaced
confidence.

Chapter 21
THEME:
Three Burdens: Babylon (Desert of the Sea); Edom, (Dumah); and Arabia.
REMARKS:
The three burdens in this chapter are set forth by expressive symbols. These
represent certain nations and apparently were as clear to the people of Isaiah's
day as the stars and stripes are to us. These insignia in this chapter are not
quite as clear to us and as a result there has been some disagreement among
Bible expositors. Each one will be considered separately under "COMMENTS,"
but we can identify them here now as Babylon, Edom, and Arabia. All were
enemies or were potential enemies of Israel. Each brought a particular misery
upon God's people. Each has been judged in time. (e.g. The reader will note
that we have changed our outline in this section from the one given in "BRIEF
ING THE BIBLE." Although we do not want to appear dogmatic when men dis
agree, it seems, now, that after more mature consideration the outline given in
this study of Isaiah is nearer the original intention of Isaiah.)
OUTLINE:
1. BURDEN OF BABYLON ("Desert of the sea"). Verses 1-10
2. BURDEN OF EDOM ("Dumah"). Verses 11-12
3. BURDEN OF ARABIA (Evening). Verses 13-17
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COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Desert of the Sea" is a strange expression. It is like saying "the
dryness of the water." However, that may not be too peculiar since today we
have "dry ice," and "cold heat."
Jennings translates this portion:
Verse 1 "As sweep the whirlwinds through the south so comes it from
the desert, from the land that strikes with terror."
This does not identify the nation but verse 9 does identify it. Before
Babylon became a world power her doom was again predicted. The first bur
den in chapters 13-14 was against Babylon. Babylon became so awe inspiring,
frightful, and represented so much in Scripture that we have this further
word concerning its doom. It was the first place of united rebellion against
God (Babel) and it represents the last stronghold of rebellion against God.
(Revelation 17 and 18) .
"Desert of the sea" is a paradoxical phrase, Babylon was geographically
located on a great desert plain. It was irrigated by canals from the Euphrates
River. Jeremiah gives this description of Babylon, "O thou that dwellest
upon many waters" (Jeremiah 51:13). The desert and the sea form a weird
amalgamation here. This same fusion of desert and sea is made by John
in Revelation.
is a desert where he
Revelation 17:3-"To the wildemess"-"This
beheld mystery Babylon."
Revelation 17: 1-"Sitteth upon many waters." It was in the desert
that John saw the many waters."
The two here are symbolic but carry through the same pattern.
(See also Jeremiah 5:1 for another contrast).
Babylon with its glitter and glamour and as the fountain head of idolatry
and false religion was a mirage upon the desert. No life giving water for the
souls of men.
VERSE 2 God commands the twofold nation of Media-Persia to destroy and
spoil the city, "Go up, O Elam (Persia) besiege, O Media."
VERSES 3-4 Here again the prophet is moved with great feeling and emotion
when he learns of the coming devastation. This is the heart of God revealed
desiring to show mercy and loathe to judge even so frightful a foe. God's
love is as evident here as, in the tears of Jeremiah.
VERSE 5 This reads as if it were an eye witness account of the destruction of
Babylon as recorded by Daniel (Daniel 5). This was recorded about 200
years before it transpired. In the midst of the banquet of Belshazzar, the
Median captured the city with a surprise and shock. (See also Jer. 51:8-9).
VERSES 6-10 The watchman brought word to the King of Babylon that it had
fallen. (See Jeremiah 51:31-33).
"Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he
hath broken unto the ground." This is a sigh of sorrow as well as relief.
Babylon was the source of all idolatry. (Consult Hislop, The Two Babylons).
VERSE 11 "Dumah" is a symbolic word. Isaiah played upon words to bring
out a deeper meaning. Dumah is Edom with the "E" removed. Dumah means
"silence." Our word "dumb" is closer to the intent of Isaiah. Edom is still
the land of death like silence.
"Seir" means, "rough or hairy." Esau was the first Seir man (Genesis
25:25). Esau dwelt in Mount Seir (Genesis 36:8). It also was a land swept
with storms. Seir also means storms.
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What a play upon words! "Silence and Storm." Here is another paradox.
Edom obviously is the country involved.
Out of the land of silence and storm comes this inquiry which is twice
repeated, "watchman, what of the night?" In other words, "how much of
the night is gone?" How long will it be before God's glory will be revealed
when the "Sun of Righteousness shall arise."
VERSE 12 Both morning and night are coming. What will be glory for some
will be doom for others. What will be light for Israel will be night for Edom.
VERSE 13 "Arabia" seems clear enough but again, this is a word with a double
meaning. It can be made to mean "evening" by changing the vowel points.
It was evening in the history of Arabia. It was later than they thought. Arabia
was the land of the Ishmaelites; the Bedouin tribes of the desert-the modern
Arab.
VERSES 14-17 "Kedar" means "black." The tents were black, made of the skins
of black sheep.
There was a coming judgment upon this land and people.
This chapter of poetic beauty and heart sorrow should not end on this
note. It may be "evening" here, but God's day is reckoned, "the evening and
the morning."
Man's evening of failure, sin and darkness, will end and God's morning
will be ushered in by the coming of the "Sun of Righteousness."

Chapter 22
THEME:
The Burden of The Valley of Vision (Jerusalem), and The History of Shebna
and Eliakim.
REMARKS:
This burden evidently refers to Jerusalem as we shall point out under "COM
MENTS." The burdens began way off at a distance in Babylon and they have
continued to come closer and nearer to Jerusalem. Now the storm breaks in all
its fury upon the Holy City. Just what siege and enemy is in the mind of the
prophet? Persia is mentioned by name but Jerusalem was in ruins while Persia
was in power. Apparently all the enemies who have come up against Jerusalem
are before us here, from the Assyrian who only laid a siege, but did not enter
the city, to the last enemy from the north who will threaten the city but will
not enter. The interval between these two has seen this city captured more than
any other. This is the burden of Jerusalem.
The unusual insertion of historical document out of the archives of Jerusalem
during the reign of Hezekiah at this point is worth noting.
Many have seen in Shebna, a cheap politician, a picture of the Antichrist.
While Eliakim sets before us none other than the Lord Jesus Christ who will
supplant the Anti-Christ in this world.
OUTLINE:
1. THE BURDEN OF THE VALLEY OF VISION (JERUSALEM).
Verses 1-14
2. THE BRIEF FROM THE CASE OF SHEBNA AND ELIAKIM.
Verses 15-25
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COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Valley of Vision" refers to Jerusalem as Verses 4, 8, 9 and 10 imply.
The expression, "Valley of Vision" is another of Isaiah's paradoxical state
ments. "Mountain of Vision" would be understood. The mountain is the place
of the far view. Moses stood on Mount Nebo to view the Land of Promise.
Our Lord looked over Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. The Valley in
Scripture is the place of sorrow, humbleness, and death. Valley of salt,
slaughter and death are Scriptural expressions. "How pleasant is My Valley"
is secular, and "There Will Be Peace in The Valley" is sentimental, not
Scriptural. The vision here is one of sorrow and coming battle. The valley
is the proper place for this vision.
Curiosity and fear send people to the house top to enquire about the ap
proaching danger. See the Assyrian siege of Jerusalem in (Isaiah 36 and 37).
In the last siege our Lord warns these people to leave the housetop and flee
(Matthew 24:17).
VERSES 2-8 These verses apply in a definite way at the siege of Jerusalem
by the Assyrian under Sennacherib, but this does not exhaust their meaning
as again under succeeding victors.
Elam in (verse 6) means P ersia and Kir refers to Moab. Both were allies
of Assyria in the siege of Jerusalem.
VERSES 9-11 Hezekiah actually took these precautions in defending Jerusalem.
(See II Chronicles 32). This section refers to the future. As Dr. Jennings
puts it, "the history eventuated in the deliverance of J erusalem, the prophecy
in its capture; therefore the history does not fulfill it."
VERSES 12-14 "In that day" refers to the future; "did" the past tense refers
to history. It is both historical and prophetic. God gave His people feast
days to come before Him with joy. Their sin made it imperative to substitute
fasting for feasting and weeping for joy. Then people complained in the
days they should have rejoiced. In their desperate plight when they should
have mourned they adopted the materialistic philosophy of a God rejecting
people, "eat and drink; for tomorrow we shall die." This is fatalism of a
deadly sort. Paul says that because of the resurrection of Christ and makes
it impossible for a Christian to adopt this attitude toward life.
VERSE 15 "Shebna" was Secretary of the Treasury and a cheap politican under
Hezekiah. Apparently he was misappropriating funds.
(See also II Kings 18:18; 19:2; Isaiah 36:3; 37:2).
VERSE 16 Shebna was building a tomb to perpetuate his name. It was ironical
as he was to die and be buried in a foreign land (Verses 17-18).
VERSE 19 He was to lose his position.
VERSE 20-21 Eliakim was a statesman who succeeded Shebna. Eliakim the
statesman was an unselfish man. He and Shehna are in contrast. Isaiah has
brought together these men who are more than paradoxes. They are opposites.
Shebna is Anti-Christ; Eliakim is Christ. The language is typical.
VERSE 22 This Scripture is applied to Christ.
"And to theangel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith
he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth."
Revelation 3:7.
VERSE 24 Our Salvation likewise hangs on Him.
VERSE 25 This verse refers back to Shebna, and as he is a picture of Anti
Christ, the statement is prophetic as the phrase "In that Day" clearly indicates.
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Chapter 23
THEME:

The
Burden of Tyre.
REMARKS:
This is the eleventh and last burden against the nations. Each one of these
great nations represents or symbolizes some principle, philosophy, or system
which God must judge:
(1) Babylon ......represents false religions-idolatry
(1) Palestine ......represents true religion-became apostate
(3) Moab ..........represents a formal religion- a form of godliness but
denying the power thereof.
(4) Damascus ....represents compromise
(5) Ethiopia ......represents missions
(6) Egypt ..........represents the world
(7) Persia .......... (Babylon)-represents luxury
(8) Edom .......... represents the flesh
(9) Arabia ........ represents war
(10) Valley of
Vision .......... (Jerusalem)-represents politics
(11) Tyre ............represents commercialism (Big Business)
Tyre and Sidon were the two great cities of the Phoenicians; Sidon, the
mother city, was surpassed by her proud and rich daughter. The ships of the
Phoenicians entered all ports of the Mediterranean Sea; they even penetrated
the uncharted ocean beyond the pillars of Hercules. Their vessels brought tin
from Great Britain. The meaning of Brittania is "the land of tin." The Phoenicians were aggressive and progressive peoples. Carthage in North Africa was
settled by them. Cyprus owed its prosperity to trading with Tyre. This was true
of other centers. It is of interest that the Phoenicians invented the alphabet.
Ezekiel 26 contains a remarkable prophecy concerning Tyre which has had
an exact fulfillment. Tyre was destroyed by Babylon and was taken into captivity
for the same 70 years as was Judea. The city was rebuilt on an island after the
return. This was a partial recovery. Later Alexander the Great scraped the
ancient site of Tyre to make a causeway to the new city. The old city is never
to be rebuilt.
"And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to
spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the Lord have
spoken it, saith the Lord God."
(Ezekiel 26:14)
He destroyed the island city. From that day to the present Tyre has remained
sunken in insignificance. According to Ezekiel it will continue, through this age,
as a place where nets are to be spread.
This prophecy in Isaiah indicates in the last verse that Tyre will be rebuilt
in the Millennium.
"And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the Lord: it shall
not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for them that
dwell before the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing."
(Isaiah 23:18)
"And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift. ..." (Psalm 45:12)
51

OUTLINE:
(The Hebrew Bible divides this chapter into 3 parts.)
1. RESPONSIBILITY (Divine) FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF TYRE
(The Lord of hosts). Verses 1-9
2. RESPONSIBILITY (Human) FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF TYRE
(Chaldeans). Verses 10-14
3. RECOVERY OF TYRE--Partial at first and finally complete.
Verses 15-18

COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Tarshish" was a distant land (Isaiah 66:19). Jonah fled there.
It was evidently in the south of Spain where a colony from Tyre was estab
lished and given the name of "Tartessus." It was near Gibraltar and is
obviously the place mentioned in this verse. Imports of silver, iron, tin and
lead were brought to Tyre from Tartessus. "Chittim" was the island of
Cyprus.
This burden opens with the ships of Tyre returning from far away
Tarshish and they hear of the destruction of Tyre. All houses are leveled
and the harbor is blocked. This news spreads to the island of Cyprus where
Tyre carried on an extensive business.
VERSE 2 Tyre was partially built on an island. Tyre and Sidon go together
like "pork and beans." They were the two leading cities of the Phoenicians.
The prominent sea merchants of Sidon had made Tyre the great city it was.
VERSE 3 "Sihor" means "black" and refers to the upper Nile, the silt of which
flooded Egypt and made it fertile. The wealth of Egypt had flowed through
the port of Tyre.
VERSE 4 There is a suggestion here that Tyre is the daughter of Sidon. His
torically this is accurate.
VERSE 5 The destruction of Tyre ruins the commerce of Egypt.
VERSE 6 The fall of Tyre causes universal mourning. This is similar to the fall
of Babylon at the end of the Great Tribulation.
"And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no
man buyeth their merchandise any more."
(Revelation 18:11)
Some escape to Tarshish.
VERSE 7 Tyrians are urged to flee as far as possible. This is the city of anti
quity. It was formerly the "joyous city."
VERSE 8 "The crowning city" means the "giver of crowns." Did Tyre originate
the present day popular practice of electing queens--e.g. potato, orange, cotton and rose queens? Colonies from the city of Tyre had established city
kingdoms. These were the crowns. The question asked in this verse is an
swered in verse 9.
VERSE 9 It was the Lord of hosts who had determined the destruction of Tyre.
He offers no apologies for making the arrangement.
VERSE 10 "River" here is the Nile. As the Nile overflowed her banks thus the
colony of Tarshish is now free to do as she pleases since Tyre is fallen.
"There is no more strength" means that "no girdle binds thee."
VERSE 11 Tyre is given a threefold description:
In Verse 7 it is called a "joyous city."
In verse 8 it is called a "crowning city."
Here it is called a "merchant city."
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12 What was suggested in verse 4 is plainly declared here. Tyre is the
daughter of Sidon. Sidon was the older city and rich merchants from there
had founded Tyre and given her prestige. The joy of prosperity was to dis
appear. Some thought by fleeing to Cyprus they might make a fresh begin
ning. In this they were to be disappointed.
VERSE 13 Attention is drawn to the future conqueror of both Tyre and Judah.
The Babylonians were to be the human instrument.
VERSE 14 This verse is a repetition of verse 1 and completes this section.
VERSE 15 Tyre was to go into captivity for the same 70 years that Judah did
and by the same enemy.
VERSES 16-17 At the end of 70 years Tyre was to return and begin again
her world commerce. The prophet compares Tyre to an harlot plying her un
holy trade.
VERSE 18 There is an interval between verses 17 and 18. At the end of verse
17 we see Tyre assuming her ancient position. This continued until she was
destroyed by Alexander the Great.
Other centers since then have been the centers of big business.
However verse 18 makes it clear that Tyre will enter the Millennium.
Then she will be purified and made holy.
"And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among
the people shall intreat thy favour."
(Psalm 45 :12)
She is no longer an harlot. Scripture makes it clear that the hire of an
harlot was not acceptable to God.
"Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a dog, into the
house of the Lord thy God for any vow: for even both these are abomina
tion unto the Lord thy God.''
(Deuteronomy 23:18)
Yet in the future day the very words written on the mitre of the High
Priest are spoken of Tyre--"Holiness unto the Lord."
This lapse of time is not peculiar to this passage, but is one of the
elements of prophecy. (See Chapter 61: 1-3, also Daniel 9 :26-27 etc).
VERSE

Chapter 24
REMARKS:
Coming-The Great Tribulation!
REMARKS:
We need to keep in mind the major divisions of Isaiah given in the outline
at the beginning. From chapters 1 to 35 the theme is JUDGMENT. We are in
this section although we have come to another subdivision. From chapters 13
through 23 we saw God's judgments upon the surrounding nations and upon
Israel itself. Much of this is largely fulfilled.
From chapters 24 through 35 we come to a new section although judgment
is still the theme. The next few chapters of this section are entirely future. Both
Delitzsch and Jennings consider it thoroughly eschatological. Some have labeled
the next few chapters "the little apocalypse."
Delitzsch further states:
"The particular judgments that we have been following in the preceding
'Burdens' all flow into this last judgment as into a sea; and all the sal53

vation that formed the shining edge of the oracle against the nations is
here concentrated in the glory of a midday sun. These chapters form the
'finale' to chapters 13 to 23, and that in a strictly musical sense: what the
'finale' should do in a piece of music, namely, gather up the scattered
changes into a grand impressive whole, is done here by this closing cycle."
The judgments against the different nations were like rivulets and they came
together in chapter 24 as a mighty torrent of destruction moving at flood stage.
The entire earth is involved in this judgment.
The word "earth," or its equivalent, Hebrew "erets," occurs 18 times in this
chapter. The word translated "land" is the same word which is the Hebrew
"erets." Dr. Ironside takes the position that the earth in this chapter refers to
the land of Israel. Delitzsch and F. C. Jennings take the position that the whole
world is involved. There is an element of truth in both it seems to us. It involves
the whole world but centers in the land of Israel. There is another position which
confines it to the prophetic earth-that is the old Roman Empire.
The earth itself is involved in the sin of man. Our race sprang from the earth
and is still bound to it, "The first man is of the earth, earthy." (I Cor. 15:47)
and "as is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy."
(I Cor. 15:48)
"And unto Adam he said, because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall
it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou r eturn unto the ground;
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return."
(Genesis 3:17-19)
There will come a day when a people, called out of this earth, shall be de
livered from the earth, its confinement and its contamination. "And as we have
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly."
(I Corinthians 15:49) Hallelujah!
Esau was of the earth, "red," "a man of the field." Jacob became Israel, a
prince with God. "A dweller in tents."
A little ray of light breaks into this chapter as we see a company who "glorify
the Lord in the fires." Their song is drowned out in the Great Tribulation.
OUTLINE:
1. THE GREAT TRIBULATION Is a World Wide Judgment from God.
Verses 1-12.
2. TRIBULATION SAINTS Are Preserved Through the Great Tribulation.
Verses 13-15.
3. THE GREAT TRIBULATION Is a Time of Universal and Unparalleled
Suffering. Verses 16-21.
4. TRIBULATION SAINTS Are Raised From the Dead. Verses 22-23.

COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Earth," Hebrew is "erets" could mean here either the land of Israel
or the whole world. The whole world conforms better to the context in this
chapter. The words of destruction, "empty" and "waste" remind us of a former
judgmentin Genesis
1:2 "without form and void." In the first judgment the
physical earth was contorted. In the future judgment the judgment centers
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upon the inhabitants. The first had nothing to do with the sin of man. The
future has everything to do with man;
It will prove enlightening to read in this connection:
"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night: in the which
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall
he burned up."
(II Peter 3:10)
2 "The priest" certainly relates the judgment to Israel as they alone had
a God-given priesthood. The judgment begins in Israel and moves out to
all the world.
The judgment reaches every class and condition of society.
VERSE 3 The judgment is from God and it is world wide in extent. All the
pleasures and interests of men are removed. Shakespeare has Hamlet to say,
"How stale, flat, and unprofitable seem to me the uses of this world."
That is the thought in this verse.
VERSE 4 The earth was originally a Garden of Eden. Then the curse fell and
thorns appeared on the roses, weeds amidst the fruit. In that day the earth
will fade like a flower. All beauty will be gone then.
Why? The next verse offers the explanation.
VERSE 5 "The laws" here are not confined to the Ten Commandmerits.
"The everlasting covenant" should be carefully examined. Let us not
make the mistake of assuming it refers to the Mosaic Law. That was tempo
rary not everlasting as Paul states in Galatians 3:19.
"Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions,
till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was
ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator."
The time word "till" limits the Law. It could not be the covenant God
made with Abraham since this was a God made covenant and man couldnot
break it.
The covenant referred to is the covenant made with Noah in Genesis
9:8-17. This is called an everlasting covenant in verse 16 and is made with
"all flesh that is upon the earth" as stated in verse 17. This is a covenant of
Grace, and the nations of the earth have spurned and rejected it. This
further identifies the Hebrew word "erets" as referring to the entire earth.
VERSE 6 God promised Noah that He would never destroy the earth again with
a flood. Note here that the judgment is fire-"burned."
(Read II Peter 3:10, also II Peter 3:6-7).
"Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
but the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are
kept in store, reserved unto fire against the dayof judgment and perdition
of ungodly men."
(II Peter 3:6-7).
VERSE

7 Wine is the source of joy. All joy is gone.
8 Music is the expression of joy. All joy is gone.
9 Wine, women and song are not the pastimes of the Great Tribulation.
10 "City of Confusion." The Hebrew word for confusion is "tohu."
This is the same word in Genesis 1 :2 which is translated "without form."
This is a symbolic word for all that man has built. It is confusion:
VERSES 11-12 This is a poetic picture of the stark realityof destruction.
VERSE 13 So few shall be preserved in ratio to the total inhabitants it will be
as a few olives left after the harvest and the gleaning of grapes.

VERSE
VERSE
VERSE
VERSE
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14-15 The remnant though small will lift their voices in praise to God
for His deliverance. He is again the God of Israel.
VERSE 16 The songs are drowned out now because of the wailing brought
about by the intensity of the suffering. When the prophet sees the awful
character of the destruction of the Great Tribulation he cries out as Dr.
Jennings translates it, "my misery, my misery."
Our Lord described this period in just as striking language.
"For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's
sake those days shall be shortened."
(Matthew 24:21-22).
VERSE 17 Three dangers are upon the inhabitants of the earth :
(1) "Fear"-there is no freedom from fear here.
(2) "Pit"-is danger of death.
(3) "Snare"-is deception.
"And Jesus answered and said unto them. Take heed that no man deceive
you."
(Matthew 24:4) .
VERSE 18 If a person escapes death he will be deceived. In that day it will be
better to die than to live.
VERSE 19
((II Peter 3:10 read again).
VERSE 20 Dr. Ironside suggests that this verse refers to earthquakes.
VERSE 21 Revelation 19:19 through 20:3 needs to be read here in connection
with the remainder of this chapter. "In that day" identifies this with the
period beginning with the Great Tribulation. The Lord will judge the kings
of the earth when He comes to set up His kingdom, "the kings of the earth
on the earth."
"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him
shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from an
other; as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats." (Matt. 25:31-32).
"And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."
(Revelation 19:15).
VERSE 22 This refers evidently to the Resurrection of the Tribulation saints
who are included in the first resurrection at the coming of Christ to the earth.
"And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given
unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit
ness of Jesus, and for the Word of God, and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thou
sand years were finished. This is the first r esurrection. Blessed and holy
is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with him a thousand years."
(Revelation 20:4-6).
VERSE 23 Now nature responds to the King who has come to rule.
VERSES
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Chapter 25
THEME:
Coming-The Kingdom!
REMARKS:
This chapter brings us into the Kingdom Age. The clouds of the Great Tribu
lation have rolled away and the Sun of Righteousness is shining. This chapter
is a Song of Deliverance, a Paean of Praise, the Hallelujah Chorus, the shout
of Victory. This is the first chapter we have considered in a long time that is
pure undiluted joy.
When Jesus came the first time a paltry few sang. When He comes the second
time the whole creation will join in with all the heavenly hosts.
This chapter is like another Psalm of Praise. (See chapter 12)
It is in sections such as this that the fame of Isaiah stands out supreme; as
the prince of prophets, a poet, and musician.
This chapter may be conveniently divided into the stanzas of a song:
OUTLINE: (A Song of Three Stanzas)
1st Stanza-PRAISE TO GOD For DELIVERANCE From All Past
ENEMIES. Verses 1-5
2nd Stanza-PRAISE TO GOD For PROVISION of all Present NEEDS
Verses 6-8.
3rd Stanza-PRAISE TO GOD For ANTICIPATION of all FUTURE
JOYS. Verses 9-12.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This is a song of sheer delight, wonder and worship. This comes from
a heart full to overflowing for the worshiper has come into a new knowledge
of who God is and what He has done.
Again the heart of the citizen of the coming kingdom is laid bare. What
inexpressible delights await the one who enters the kingdom. Our Lord's
word was, "Blessed."
"Faithfulness" and " truth" are attributes of deity and are foreign to
humanity today. "Faithfulness" is the fruit of the Spirit, and not the work
of the flesh.
(Galatians 5:22)
"Truth" is the opposite of man. David said "all men are liars."
VERSE 2 It seems strange that these citizens of the kingdom would rejoice over
ruined cities and destroyed civilizations, but remember we are not of that
"manner of spirit." The "city of confusion" was the enemy of God and it is
here the "city of destruction" and God's people can rejoice.
VERSE 3 Does this mean world wide conversion? It assuredly does for this is
the Millennium.
VERSE 4 They look back over their long eventful and sin-recorded history with
its long night of weeping and waiting. It is over now and they can sing.
"Weeping endureth for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
VERSE 5 They recall the awful blasphemy of the last days personified in one
of whom it is written.
"Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that
is worshipped: so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
(II Thessalonians 2:4)
himself that he is God."
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He is put down as are all the enemies of God. As they take this final look
into the past they lift their voices as the first stanza concludes.
VERSE 6 "Fat things" may have to do with physical provisions for they cer
tainly will be in evidence through the bounty of a redeemed earth. However
the "fat things" are likewise the wonderful spiritual feast in that day. Bible
classes will be well attended in the Millennium.
"Feast of wines on the lees" has likewise a spiritual significance. This
speaks of the unutterable joys that await those who enter the kingdom. "Come
ye blessed of my Father."
VERSE 7 All spiritual darkness will be removed and those who have had a veil
put over their eyes by Satan will have it removed to behold the manifold
display of new spiritual truths.
VERSE 8
This is quoted by Paul in I Corinthians 15:54.
"So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory."
This is "not the final fulfillment but "then shall be brought to pass." In
I Corinthians the reference is to the Rapture specifically but that does not
exhaust it for it is not fulfilled but the great truth of it is brought to pass.
In the kingdom the Old Testament saints will be there, having been raised
when the Lord comes to establish His kingdom, not to take the Church out of
the world.
All tears will be wiped away in the kingdom. What an occasion for rejoicing!
The "rebuke" or reproach is removed. Sin no longer is present to con
demn man.
"God has said it" The trusting soul needs no future assurance.
VERSE 9 We come to the final stanza. Attention is drawn to the Person of God.
It is with Him men have to do. Do we know Him, love Him, serve Him? Do
we want Him?
God and His salvation are vital to men.
VERSE 10 Why is Moab introduced here? It is difficult to say. When Moab is
up; God is down. When God is up; Moab is down. In the Kingdom Moab is
down. God is on top.
VERSE 12 Man cannot be exalted without bringing God down. The pride of
man is his undoing. Man is debased when man is exalted. Man is exalted
when God is exalted.
The way up for man is down. The time has come at last when "The meek
shall inherit the earth." Why? God is exalted. The pride of man is brought
low.
"I believe that after our Lord Jesus Christ comes again the earth
shall be renewed and the curse removed; the devil shall be bound;
the godly shall be rewarded, the wicked shall be punished; and that
before He comes there will be neither resurrection, judgment, nor
millennium, and that not until after He comes shall the earth be
filled with a knowledge of the glory of the Lord
(Acts 3:21; I Thess. 4:14-18; Rev. 20:1).
I believe that the Jews shall ultimately be gathered again as a
separate nation, restored to their own land, and converted to the
faith of Christ
(Jer. 30:10, 11; 31:10; Rom. 11:25,26).
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I believe that the literal sense of the Old Testament prophecies
has been far too much neglected by the churches, and is far too much
neglected at the present day, and that under the mistaken system of
spiritualizing and accommodating Bible language, Christians have
too often missed its meaning
(Luke 24:25, 26)."
-Bishop J . C. Ryle

Chapter 26
THEME:
Coming-The Kingdom (Continued).
REMARKS:
It is well for us to keep in mind that the blessings spoken of here are for
those who enter the earthly kingdom-Israel in particular, and the Gentiles in
general. Certainly believers today can, and do, rejoice in these blessings promised
to Israel in particular. Likewise there are great spiritual principles put down
here which are applicable for God's people in all ages as we shall see.
Although this chapter continues to set forth the same subject as does chap
ter 25, it is not on so lofty a plane. The testimony is more to the prosaic than
to the poetic; more literary than musical.
The style is didactic. Great spiritual truths are stated as if they were proverbs. These factors will be in evidence as we consider the separate verses under
"COMMENT:"

OUTLINE:
1. PROSPECT-"In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah."
Verses 1-8.
2. INTROSPECT-"With my soul have I desired thee in the night."
Verses 9-15.
3. RETROSPECT-"We have been with child, we have been in pain."
Verses 16-21.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This chapter is a song but not to the same degree as the last chapter.
The language here precludes the possibility that this is a literal city. This is
God's metropolis where He protects His own. The walls are salvation. This
is the city prepared for the earthly people.
VERSE 2 "The righteous nation" is Israel in the kingdom.
VERSE 3 Here is the first example of a great spiritual principle which is ap
plicable to all ages.
Is the mind the physical brain or the thought which the brain conveys?
The word for mind here means "that which is formed." The heart is the
womb of thought and the brain merely carries it as a telephone does a mes
sage. When all our thinking is positioned on God in Christ today, then per
fect peace is our portion. This same thought is suggested in Philippians 4:6-7.
"Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests he made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus."
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4 As has been suggested the expression "everlasting strength" is literally
"Rock of Ages." This has become familiar to us in the familiar hymn.
Jehovah is a name given peculiarly to Israel.
"And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you."
(Exodus 3:14)
Basically it means the self-existing One. It is likewise given to us in a
little different form in Revelation 1 :8.
"I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord,
which is, and which was, and which is come, the Almighty."
The "which is, and which was, and which is to come" is the same as
Jehovah.
The same thought is suggested again in Hebrews 13:8:
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday and to-day, and for ever."
VERSE 5 Another city is brought before us here. This is man's city, the city
of "tohu"-"destruction." Jennings has aptly called this section "The Tale
of Two Cities." God's city versus man's city. The eternal versus the temporary.
Man's city is to be destroyed that God's city might be exalted.
VERSE 6 The city seems to carry its own destruction. It is like the smoking
flax. It destroys itself.
VERSE 7 Here is another grand spiritual principle. It literally means that God
levels out the path of the just, not necessarily weigh in the sense of balance.
VERSE 8 This is not the "blessed hope" of the Church. Israel was to wait for
her Messiah, coming in judgment of her enemies. It is always through judg
ment to blessing, through the night to the dawn. For the believer the judg
ment is in the past-at the cross.
VERSE 9 Through the long night the righteous and patient soul waits for God.
Remember we are not the children of the night but of the day nevertheless
we need to alert ourselves and not sleep in the night of sin.
"And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night
is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as
in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wan
(Romans 13:11-13)
tonness, not in strife and envying."
VERSE

10 God's grace is extended to the wicked but they spurn and reject it.
11 Since the wicked will not have God's grace, they must inevitably
have His judgment.
VERSES 12-13 The redeemed remnant will confess their part in the sin of the
nation. As they examine their own lives in the light of His presence they
will come in confession of sins.
VERSE 14 They see the folly of their past acts. These nations of the past that
ruled over Israel and to whom they looked for help and aped their ways,
these shall never rise again. They have gone into oblivion.
VERSE 15 Now the nation Israel comes into its rightful position.
VERSE 16 In the past the remnant turned in prayer to God. He goes back in
retrospect to those difficult days.
VERSE 17 In the past the nation Israel was like a woman in childbirth, so great
was their suffering. The prophet is now looking back over that period which
is yet future. He saw it from the other side of the river of time.

VERSE
VERSE
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VERSE 18 The suffering never produced any fruitful results. This time of tra
vail is evidently the Great Tribulation. This period did ·not change the heart
of the wicked. They continued to blaspheme the God of Heaven.
VERSE 19 This is the voice of Jehovah breaking into the prophet's reverie.
Jehovah says, "Thy dead shall live." Whose dead? Obviously the nation
Israel. He continues, "My dead bodies shall arise." Some interpret this as the
national resurrection of the nation Israel and use Ezekiel 37 where we have
the Valley of Dry bones as the counterpart. Others turn to Daniel 12 :2 where
the resurrection is definitely of individuals. Is it not both national and in
dividual? It is difficult to have a resurrection of a nation as suggested here
without having the resurrection of individuals who constitute that nation.
These dead are now included in the Hallelujah Chorus, "Awake, and sing."
VERSE 20 He moves back to the scene of the Great Tribulation as he describes
it as "the indignation." Some have attempted to identify this with some
geographical spot where God will preserve His people. This spot has been
identified at times as the rock hewn city of Petra, Both Jennings and Iron
side suggest that Jehovah, Himself, is to be their protector.
"For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret
of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me upon a rock."
( Psalms 27 :5)
This seems to be the more likely explanation.
THE FUTURE
For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see,
Saw the vision of the world, and all the wonders that would be:
Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of mighty sails,
Pilots of the purple twilight drooping down with costly bales,
Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there rained a ghastly dew
From the nation's airy navies grappling in the center blue:
Far along the world-wide whisper of the south wind rushing warm,
Were the standards of the peoples plunging through the thunder-storm,
Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, and the battle-flags were furled,
In the Parliament of man, the federation of the world.
There the common sense of most shall slumber, lapt in universal law,
-Tennyson
Tennyson was wrong-not the parliament of man will bring in the kingdom
--only the coming Christ will accomplish this glorious end.

Chapter 27
THEME:
Coming-The Kingdom. (Concluded).
REMARKS:
This chapter brings to a conclusion the threefold song ·of the Kingdom.
The first verse regarding the punishment of Leviathan evidently belongs to
the succeeding chapter. It is no part of the Song of the Vineyard begun in verse

2.
The Song of the Vineyard reminds us of chapter 5. The Vineyard is Israel
in both chapters. All is contrast however. There was failure and judgment in
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chapter 5. Here there is abundance, blessing and satisfaction on the part of the
Lord. In chapter 5 the Lord looked for grapes and found only wild grapes. This
speaks of the past.
In this chapter the Lord finds it is a vineyard of red wine. This speaks of the
future.
OUTLINE:
1. SONG OF THE VINEYARD--Continued from Chapter 5-Verses 1-6
2. SMITING OF ISRAEL AND HER ENEMIES-Contrasted-Verses 7-11
3. SURE RETURN OF ISRAEL TO PROMISED LAND--Confessed
Verses 12-13
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "In that day" occurs three (3) times in this chapter. Verses 1; 2;
and 12. This familiar expression is a technical one as we have seen and covers
that period beginning with the Great Tribulation and extending through the
first 1,000 years of the Kingdom. In this chapter it can be pinpointed in each
instance at the time of the Coming of Christ to set up His Kingdom.
"Leviathan" here is evidently Satan. He has many titles which define
his mysterious working of iniquity.
"And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him"
Revelation 12:9.
It means here "a joined dragon." We find a description of the Leviathan
in Job 41:15-17.
"His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal. One is so
near to another, that no air can come between them. They are joined one
to another, they stick together, that they cannot be sundered."
His scales are his protection and he thinks that he is invulnerable. This
leads to the pride of Satan. This verse shows how wrong he is and that God
will judge him.
Delitzsch has suggested that "the piercing serpent" or literally "swiftfleeing serpent" represents the Tigres River and thereby the nation of As
syria. "The crooked serpent" represents the winding Euphrates and thereby
the nation of Babylon. "The dragon that is in the sea" represents the Nile
River and thereby the nation of Egypt. This would not militate against
"Leviathan" meaning Satan, but would enforce this interpretation as Satan
was back of these kingdoms.
VERSE 2 The subject here is altogether different from verse 1. "A vineyard of
red wine" speaks of abundance, fruitfulness, bounty and joy. What a contrast
to Isaiah 5.
VERSE 3 The Lord is the husbandman here, and never again will He ever let
it out to others. He is the husbandman who keeps an eye continually upon it.
He watches it night and day that no enemy may enter.
VERSE 4 If briers or thorns appeared again He would burn them out. There
will be a judgment of individuals during the Millennium.
VERSE 5 The enemy can make peace with God even in the kingdom for God
never ceases to be merciful. This is the only place in Scripture where it is
even suggested that man can make peace with God. Of course here it has to
do with obedience to the King and not the acceptance of a Saviour. Man
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cannot make peace with God about the sin question. God has already done
that. He made peace by the blood of His cross. Today we have peace.
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ."
Romans 5:1
VERSE 6 The song of the vineyard concludes with Israel fulfiilling her God
intended mission at last-filling "the face of the world, with fruit." Jehovah
is satisfied.
VERSE 7 This verse opens with a question that has been partially answered
already in the book of Isaiah. Light creates responsibility. In view of the
fact Israel had more light, her sin was blacker. Her punishment was greater.
She received more stripes than the nations who smote her.
"You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will
punish you for all your iniquities."
Amos 3:2
Her punishment was severe but God did not destroy Israel as He did
some other nations.
"The Lord hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto
death."
Psalms 118:18
VERSE 8 The wind of judgment did not exterminate the nation. It actually was
more fierce than upon others.
VERSE 9 It was not the suffering for sin that atoned for Israel's sin. The sin
of Jacob was purged by a blood offering. The sin of the nation is expiated
by the blood of Christ.
VERSES 10-11 Still the cities that Israel built are to be destroyed like any city
that man builds apart from God.
VERSES 12-13 This section reveals that God definitely intends to restore the
nation Israel to the Promised Land. They will be returned personally and in
dividually. Nothing could be clearer than this.
Assyria, Egypt, Israel, and Jerusalem are all literal and language means
what it says. The logical conclusion is that God will regather Israel. This has
never been fulfilled in the past. It is yet future.

MILLENNIUM
"The bitter opposition which true Christians can offer to our
Lord's coming Reign on earth is exceedingly painful." Dr. David
Smith commented thus for The British Weekly (April 7, 1910), per
haps the foremost Nonconformist journal. Dr. Smith says:-"Millen
narianism, which had a considerable vogue in pietistic circles a gen
eration ago, but which, I thought, had now gone the common way of
absurdities in a more or less sane world, is a stupid and prosaic
perversion of Jewish apocalyptic. Prophecy-mongering is an un
wholesome farrago of charlatanry, ignorance, and vanity, and I had
thought its day was past. Its record would be entertaining were it not
so deplorable."
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Chapter 28
THEME:
The Immediate Invasion of Ephraim by Assyria is a Picture of the Future
and a Warning to Jerusalem.

REMARKS:
This chapter brings us to an entirely new section. The prophecies which were
totally future are included in chapters 24-27 inclusively. From chapter 28 to chap
ter 35 we have prophecies which have a local and past fulfillment, also those
that reach into the future and cover the same period we had in the previous
section. This section is identified by six (6) woes; 28:1; 29:1; 15; 30:1; 31:1;
33:1, and it culminates in the battle of Armageddon in chapter 34 followed by
the millennial benefits brought to the earth in chapter 35.
This particular chapter is a fine illustration of the combination of the near
and far view, the past and future events, the local and immediate and the general and far distant.
The Northern Kingdom of Israel, designated here by the term Ephraim, was
soon to go into Assyrian captivity. This was a preview of the coming future
day, but it was to be a warning to the southern kingdom of Judah. The first
part was fulfilled when Shalmanezer, King of Assyria invaded Ephraim in 721
B.C. and overthrew the northern kingdom.
OUTLINE:
1. A PROPHECY-The Immediate, coming, captivity of Ephraim.
Verses 1-4
2. A PICTURE- The Far Distant Judgment of the Day of The Lord.
Verses 5-13
3. A PREVIEW-A warning to Judah of a Coming Judgment.
Verses 14-22
4. A PARABLE-The Final Judgment of God upon His People and His
method. Verses 23-29
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 Ephraim and Israel are synonymous terms for the ten Northern
Tribes; also called Samaria. The picture here of drunkards is both literal
and spiritual. They were in a stupor as far as spiritual understanding was
concerned.
VERSE 2 The Assyrian is designated here as a strong one, a destroying storm
and a flood of mighty waters.
VERSE 3 Here the prophet picks up the figure of the drunkards. A high level
of civilization had been developed in the Northern Kingdom with its comforts and outward beauty expressed in homes and gardens, and trees.
VERSES 5-8 Here the prophet shifts to the far off day with the expression "in
that day." Drunkenness, both literal and spiritual, will characterize that day.
VERSES 9-13 It is sections like this which have caused some to call Isaiah the
"prophet of the commonplace." Teaching is a slow, patient, and continuous
work. This is the way that even spiritual truth is imparted. God does not
impart it in a flash to a lazy and lethargic soul. As the people lapse into
apostasy in any age it becomes increasingly difficult to impart spiritual truth.
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14 The judgment coming to Israel in the north should be a warning
to Judah in the south. Ephraim speaks to Jerusalem.
VERSE 15 The covenant with death and Sheol refers evidently to the future
(Daniel 9:27)
covenant of Israel with the Anti-Christ.
VERSE 16 Christ here is "a precious comer stone."
"Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold I lay in Sion a
chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall
not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but
unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed,
the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and
a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being dis
obedient: whereunto also they were appointed."
(I Peter 2:6-8)
VERSES 17-22 The judgment of God is coming in the immediate future and in
the Day of the Lord. On both occasions no human scheme can avert or
divert the impending conflagration. The people are urged to believe and not
scoff as this merely intensifies the weight of the judgment.
VERSES 23-29 This is similar to the parable of the wheat and tares. It is a
picture here of a good sower who breaks up the earth with the plow and
sows the different kinds of grain. There are soft and hard grains. Different
methods must be employed in harvesting them. The soft grains must not
be beaten with the same intensity as the harder ones or else they will be
destroyed. However for the hard grains a flail is used.
VERSE

The different grains are:
fennel
}
parsley family
cummin
wheat
barley
rye
Thus God judges. The individual or nation actually determines the char
acter of the judgment which is to fall upon them. This section throws added
light on the following passages in Matthew.
"Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I
will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them
in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn."
Matthew 13 :30
"The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall
cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." Matthew 13:41-43
"Scripture uniformly enjoins us to look with expectation for the advent of
Christ."
-Calvin's Institutes-Chapter 25
"The Lord Jesus shall return, and that with expedition. What were this
else but to reform the face of the whole earth, which never was nor yet
shall be, till that righteous King and Judge appear for the restoration of
all things."
-John Knox
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Chapter 29
THEME:
Prophecies Concerning Jerusalem Beginning in the Immediate Future and
Reaching on into the Kingdom.
REMARKS:
The prophecies in this chapter are confined to Jerusalem, but extend from
the invasion of Sennacherib, through the time when Jerusalem will be trodden
down of the Gentiles; until the last invader (Zechariah 14:1-7) shall have des
troyed Jerusalem and, finally, to the establishment of the kingdom when the
Messiah shall come and His feet shall touch the Mount of Olives.
It is necessary to establish the fact that Jerusalem is the city designated under
the title of Ariel. Isaiah delights in a play upon words as we have observed in
this book. Ariel means "lion like." The word occurs in II Samuel 23:20.
"And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man, of Kabzeel,
who had done many acts, he slew two lionlike men of Moab: he went
down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in time of snow."
A "lion like" man is an "ariel" man. The word means "the lion of God."
In Ezekiel 43:16 the sword is translated "altar." The word could mean "altar of
God." Both designations are a fitting title for the city of Jerusalem. It is further
identified as "the city where David dwelt." The lion is the insignia of this
family. Our Lord is called the "lion of the tribe of Judah." Likewise Jerusalem
was the place where the temple of God was and the altar, of course, was there.
It will prove profitable to compare this chapter with our Lord's discourse on
Jerusalem in Matthew 23:37-24:2 with Luke 13:34-35 and Luke 21:20-24.
OUTLINE:
1. JERUSALEM- History and Prophecy.
"Trodden down of the Gentiles"-Verses 1-8.
2. JERUSALEM- Meaning and Message.
"As a hen gathereth her chickens under the wings and ye would not."
"Your house is left unto you desolate."-Verses 9-16.
3. JERUSALEM- Honor and Glory.
"Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord."- Verses 17-24.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This second woe is pronounced upon Jerusalem. It corresponds to a
great sigh of concern which comes from a heart welling up with emotion. It
reminds us of our Lord's lament over Jerusalem "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killest the prophets-how often would I-and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate" Matthew 23 :37, 38. These words
come from a man who was weeping and He longed to extend mercy. He was
reluctant to display His judgment.
VERSE 2 This is judgment upon Jerusalem.
VERSES 3-5 Jerusalem has been besieged and captured by the enemy more
often than any other city. The Gentiles have marched through her streets
and still do to this very moment (1957) The passage here could not refer
specifically to the siege of Sennacherib recorded further on in this book
(Chapters 36-37) for there the angel of the Lord lifted the siege by destroying the Assyrian hordes. It begins with 'the times of the Gentiles' in 606 B.C.
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and continues through the entire time when "Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles." It will culminate in the final seige which is the worst
one of all (Zechariah 14).
VERSES 6-8 This final attack upon Jerusalem is a judgment of God, but He
will intervene at the last to deliver His people from extermination. These
dreams of the enemies of God, to bring in their own kingdom, will be
frustrated, and after God has put them down all their planning will appear
as dream stuff. Today men's attempts to build a kingdom are merely vision
ary.
VERSES 9-10 Even the prophets and princes did not anticipate this deliverance
from God. They were as blinded to the future as the enemies of God. They
were as men who were dead drunk.
VERSES 11-12 The attitude of the people, including God's people, before their
final deliverance by God, was that prophecy was too obscure to be understood;
that it was a sealed subject about which they could know nothing.
Is not this the present day attitude of many church leaders and preachers?
They take the position, for instance, that the book of the Revelation is a
sealed book and cannot be understood. This is repeated monotonously and
brazenly by many denominational leaders in spite of the fact that there are
clear statements of blessings for those who will read and hear.
"Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand."
(Revelation 1 :3)
"And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book:
for the time is at hand."
(Revelation 22:10)
Revelation is definitely not a sealed book in spite of the false humility of
apostate teachers.
VERSES 13-14 People are judged for taking this attitude toward God that we
cannot know God's sure word of prophecy.
"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming?
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation"
(II Peter 3 :3-4).
"But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write
unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with
child; and they shall not escape"
(I Thessalonians 5:1-3).
It is an hypocritical attitude. It professes to know God while at the same
time pleading ignorance. The prophet likens it to a mouth religion but not
a heart felt religion.
VERSE 15 This chapter contains two woes: (1)-They act as if God does not
see or know. (2)-They act as if they are getting by with it.
VERSE 16 The confusion produced by this topsy turvy turning of things causes
God to do the same thing socially, economically, and politically.
This spurious spirituality denies that God created man and indulges in
the blasphemy of questioning God's wisdom and actions.
VERSES 17-21 We leave the evening of man's day and now we enter the morn
ing of God's day. This is a picture of the kingdom which is coming. Fruit67

fulness returns to the earth, and the spiritual blindness, dense as an ugly
fog bank, is lifted.
VERSES 22-24 These final words look into the future for their total fulfillment.
There has been nothing in the past that compares to this.
"In 1864, when I left Springfield, I asked the people to pray for me. When
I buried my son the severest trial of my life, I was not a Christian; but
when I went to Gettysburg and saw the graves of thousands of our soldiers,
I then and there consecrated myself to Christ. I do love Jesus."
-Abraham Lincoln

Chapter 30
THEME:
Judah Admonished not to Turn to Egypt for Help Against the Assyrian, but
to Turn to the Lord for He has Glorious Things Planned for their Future.
REMARKS:
This is largely a local situation which is presented in this chapter, and the
larger prophecy of the future grows out of it.
There is no record that the southern kingdom of Judah brought their doom
by uniting with Egypt. On the other hand the northern kingdom of Israel did
(II Kings 17:4). Obviously this prophecy concerns the southern kingdom of
Judah, "Zion at Jerusalem" (Verse 19). It is a warning in the form of a prophecy yet to be fulfilled. Will Israel turn to Egypt as an ally against a future enemy?
At the moment this seems unlikely. We know from other prophecies that Israel
will turn for help to an outside source against the king of the north. Could not
Egypt here represent that power to which the total nation of Israel will turn for
help in the future day? The use of the nation Egypt could be explained because
the danger in Isaiah's day was in turning to Egypt. Jennings takes the position
that Egypt here is used figuratively. This may or may not be true.
This chapter has much instruction given to Israel to turn to the Lord for
help. This is especially impressive in view of the future blessing God has in
store for His people. After all it will be the Lord who will deliver them from the
final enemy.
OUTLINE:
1. ADMONITION-A warning not to seek an alliance with Egypt.
Verses 1-14.
2. EXHORTATION-An encouragement to look to Jehovah for He is willing
and will deliver. Verses 15-26.
3. DECLARATION-A statement that God will deal with the Assyrian of
the future. Verses 27-33.

COMMENT:
VERSES 1-2 This is the fourth woe. It is a woe because it is a warning. The
prophecy that the entire nation of Israel will turn to Egypt in the future
with dire results is a red signal for the present. Instead of turning to Jehovah
they turn intuitively to Egypt, the very place from which they were delivered.
Surely there is an analogy here for the Christian who has been delivered
from the world. He is still in the world but not of the world. There is always
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the ever present danger of turning back into the world, living like the world,
and leaning upon the supports of the world.
VERSE 3 God warns them again that Egypt is no real strength or ally for them.
It is merely a mirage on the desert of adversity.
VERSE 4 This is a picture of ambassadors advancing on Egypt for assistance.
Zoan is Tanis-along the delta of the Nile.
Hanes is Heracleopolis-farther up the Nile.
VERSE 5 The mission of the ambassadors was futile.
VERSE 6 This seems to be an apt description of the wild animals of the jungles
of Africa.
VERSE 7 The prophet continues to warn against Egypt.
VERSE 8-14 The prophet was to put this prophecy in writing that it might be
a witness against the people. They would not hear and when the judgment
comes in the final day the prophecy of Isaiah will stand against them as God's
charge.
VERSE 15 This is another one of the great spiritual principles with which
Isaiah abounds. This is a good exhortation for any age especially this age
of tension which seeks rest in tranquilizing pills.
VERSES 16-17 The people insist upon depending on the instrumentalities of this
world.
The Christian needs to remind himself continually that the weapons of
his warfare are not carnal.
VERSE 18 Here is another of the great gems of truth.
VERSES 19-25 The prophet begins to move into the rich benefits of the coming
kingdom. These should encourage His people to tum to Him as He alone can
give present help and future benefits.
The blessings here are material and physical and are all in relationship
to this earth. This is proper because the kingdom is the kingdom of heaven
on earth.
VERSE 26 It is interesting to note the intensity of the light coming to the earth
from the solar system. This necessitates a radical change in present structure
of our solar system. It also suggests that there will he radical changes made
in the bodies of men who enter the kingdom. Our present bodies are actually
hot house plants.
VERSES 27-28 This is a vivid and pictorial description of the second coming of
Christ.
(Revelation 19:11-16)
VERSES 29-30 Again we are in the midst of the Millennium. The fires of judg
ment have not entirely burned out. The time has come for singing. (See
Revelation 14:1-3). There we see those who came through the Great Tribu
lation singing a new song.
VERSES 31-33 The Assyrian here is the final enemy of God in The Great
Tribulation. "Tophet" was a place in the Valley of the sons of Hinnon where
the most abominable idolatries were practiced. Little children were offered
as sacrifices. It speaks here of the worst spot in the lake of fire.
"The king" here is "the beast" and the false prophet.
"And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brim
stone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented
day and night for ever and ever"
(Revelation 20:10).
This is a solemn and somber note upon which to close this chapter. Turn
back and read Verse 18 for our final thought:
"And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you,
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and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for
the Lord is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him"
(Isaiah 30:18).
THE MINORITY REPORT OF THE EARLY CHURCH
CLEMENT of Rome (A.D. 95) :-"Let us be followers of those
who went about in goatskins and sheepskins, preaching
the Coming of Christ."
IGNATIUS of Antioch (A.D. 100) :-"Consider the times, and
expect Him who is above all time."
POLYCARP of Ephesus (A.D. 108) :-"God has raised up our
Lord Jesus from the dead, and He will come to judge the
world and raise the saints; when, if we walk worthy of
Him, we shall reign together with Him.'
JUSTIN MARTYR (A.D. 150) :-"They are destitute of just
reason who do not understand that which is clear from all
the Scriptures, that two comings of Christ are announced."
IRENAEUS (A.D. 180) :-"The Lord shall come from Heaven
in the clouds, with the glory of His Father, casting anti
christ and them that obey him into the lake of fire, but
bringing to the just the times of the Kingdom."

Chapter 31
THEME:
Again the Prophet warns God's People not to look to Egypt for help but to
look to The Lord for He will defend Jerusalem.
REMARKS:
So pressing was the danger, and so very evident the likelihood of the Israelites turning to Egypt, that the prophet continued to warn Judah of the futility
of such a measure.
Egypt is more of a menace in this chapter than Assyria. Failure to turn to
God is a grievous sin.
This is a very practical chapter for all Christians today, for most of us are
inclined to lean on some material or physical support rather than rest upon the
spiritual resources which God has provided.
OUTLINE:
1. INDIGNATION toward those who turn to EGYPT for help.
Verses 1-3.
2. INSTRUCTION to those who turn to GOD for help.
Verses 4-9.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This is the fifth woe and is pronounced on those who go down to
Egypt for help. Observe that the movement is always down to Egypt-never
up. Observe also that the woe is not upon Egypt but upon those who turn to
Egypt. Egypt did have chariots and horsemen, and their forces were strong
and many.
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A materialistic philosophy says that it is smart to look to Egypt. Most of
us have some "Egypt" upon which we depend for help.
The real source of difficulty was that God's people did not look to Him
nor did they seek Him. This was their real difficulty. Since they did not trust
Him, they turned frantically to some outside, physical display of power. Hap
py is the man in any age who can say with the Psalmist:
"Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the
name of the Lord our God."
Psalms 20:7
VERSE 2 There is a bit of irony here. After all the Lord is as wise as those
who turn to Egypt think they are. God is against both those who turn to
Egypt and Egypt herself. God is opposed to the apostates and that in which
they trust. God opposes the god of forces and the worshipers.
VERSE 3 Materialistic philosophy argues otherwise. This world's thought is to
trust in men and not in God; that it is better to put confidence in the atomic
bomb than in any spiritual power-thus the wise men of the world reason.
God contradicts this, and brings it into the laboratory of life as an experi
ment.
VERSE 4
Here the prophet elaborates on the benefits of turning to God.
The Lord is likened to a lion that has taken his prey and is not frightened
by the approaching shepherds. Thus God will not be deterred from defend
ing Mount Zion.
VERSE 5 Here the figure changes and the Lord is likened to birds flying. Thus
He will come down to preserve Jerusalem.
VERSE 6 The plea is made to turn to the Lord since it is His intention to
protect His people. They can safely trust Him. However they are in a state
of revolt.
VERSE 7 Here the prophet looks on to the day when they will turn from their
idols to God.
VERSE 8 Although the Assyrian is the immediate danger, the emphasis in this
chapter has been upon the danger of turning to Egypt, and not the danger
of an attack from Assyria.
The Lord has already determined that the Assyrian would fail and fall
in his attack upon Jerusalem.
The real danger was therefore in turning to Egypt.
VERSE 9 The Lord will deal with the Assyrian. The Lord's people are not to
deal with the Egyptian.
Their confidence should be in the Lord.

Chapter 32
THEME:
The Coming King, The Coming Tribulation, and The Coming Spirit.
REMARKS:
This chapter is a bright note between the fifth and sixth woes; it is a ray of
light for God's people in a dark place in that day.
It has been some time since the person of the King has been before us, but
we find Him introduced again at this point for there can be no millennium of
blessing without Him.
There is also the second coming of the Holy Spirit mentioned in this chapter.
Jennings likens this to the latter rain, the former rain being Pentecost. The Holy
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Spirit cannot be poured out in our day in view of the fact He came on the Day
of Pentecost and continues as long as the Church is in the world.
OUTLINE:
1. THE PERSON OF THE KING, Who is to Reign, Introduced.
Verses 1-8.
2. THE PRECEDING TIME of Trouble Before the King Reigns.
Verses 9-14.
3. THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT to be Poured Out In The Last Day.
Verses 15-20.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This verse projects on into the Kingdom. The King is none other
than the Lord Jesus Christ. The character of His reign is righteousness. (See
chapter 11 for a more complete picture of this aspect of His reign.)
VERSE 2 He is not only King, He is a Saviour King, He bore the winds and
tempest of the judgment of sin for us. He is also a rock for protection. He
was set before us in Isaiah 26 :4 as the Rock of Ages. This is another aspect
of His ministry under the figure of the rock.
VERSES 3-4 Then there will be spiritual understanding given to all of God's
people. "Now we see through a glass darkly but then face to face." (I Corinthians 13:12). True spiritual values will then be ascertained and made
obvious.
VERSES 5-8 Everything will be seen in its true colors in that day. There will
be no false values. Every man will be seen for what he is. There will be no
"putting on a front" or assuming what we are not. The mark of hypocrisy
will be removed.
VERSES 9-14 The women who live in pleasure in that day will not sense the
coming judgment. Ordinarily women are first to be alarmed and are sensitive to danger. Here they continue in pleasure and frivolity insensitive to
the serious condition. They are dead even while they live in pleasure. The
judgment comes upon the land and the land is made desolate. This has a
bifocal fulfillment, near and far. It was partially fulfilled under Sennacherib
but it looks on to the Great Tribulation.
VERSE 15 Compare Joel 2 :28-29.
"And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids
in those days will I pour out my spirit."
This looks forward to the coming Kingdom.
VERSE 17 This is another great spiritual principle which is for men of all ages.
VERSE 20 This verse should be interpreted in a literal manner. However it
does have a spiritual application. Surely we ought to be sowing God's Word
beside all waters.
CHRISTIANS
Very just is the comment of The Flame. "One of the most dis
turbing features of today is that many men of the world, who do not
pose as Christians, have a far clearer insight into the alarming state
of the world than do most professing Christians. It is high time for
the Church of God to awaken to the fact that the end of the age is
upon us, and that the second coming of Christ is at hand."
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Chapter 33
THEME:
A woe pronounced on those who spoil God's people and Land then and here
after.
REMARKS:
This chapter records the 6th and final woe of this section. It also begins a
movement which is projected into the kingdom blessings of Chapter 35. At Chap
ter 35 we are brought to the end of the first major division which is labeled
judgment. There is not much that the most sanguine interpreters, who ignore all
distinction between Israel and the Church, can claim for the Church. They are
inclined to let all the judgments fall on Israel, but they are perfectly willing to
take the blessings for the Church. Of course they will have a field day when we
come to the last major division of the book where the emphasis is upon Salvation
and Blessings.
This chapter in particular pronounces a judgment upon those who seek to
destroy God's people and lay waste His land. It refers to the Assyrian in the
immediate purview, but extends on to the final enemy of the last days. The
chapter is geocentric. The land is the thing of primary importance.
OUTLINE:
1. PRAYER of the Remnant for Deliverance. Verses 1-6.
2. PLAINTIVE Cry of the Ambassadors Who Failed in Their Mission.
Verses 7-12.
3. PETITION for all Peoples to Consider God's Dealings. Verses 13-18.
4. PRAISE to God for Final Deliverance. Verses 20-24.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This is Isaiah's way of expressing the great spiritual principles in
Galatians 6 :7.
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap."
The spoiler here is Sennacherib who came against Jerusalem during the
reign of Hezekiah (Isaiah 36-37). This is the unanimous conclusion of all
sound scholars. However it does not limit this chapter to the Assyrian, but
is the beginning of a wider and more complete fulfillment as this chapter
clearly indicates. This will be consummated finally in the Anti-Christ and the
restored Roman Empire. The reference here is primarily to the king of the
north who will come down like the Assyrian in the last dars (Ezekiel 38-39) .
VERSE 2 This is the prayer of the godly remnant then and in the future.
VERSE 3 "Nations"-the enemy here is more than the Assyrian. The Lord
heard the prayer then and will hear it in the future.
VERSES 4-6 A great transformation will take place in God's people in that day,
they will turn from the material to the spiritual. This will be in the day when
the kingdom is established here on earth. This applies to Israel and the
nations here on the earth at that time. The reference is not to the Church.
VERSES 7-9 The ambassadors were those who were sent to Sennacherib to con
clude a covenant. They failed for the Assyrian continued to march on Jerusa73

lem. This is but a picture of the last days when another ruler will break his
covenant with Israel in the midst of the 70th week of Daniel (Daniel 9).
VERSES 10-12 The deceptions of man will not deter the Lord from carrying out
His sovereign purpose on the earth. This is judgment from God.
VERSE 13 Two groups of people are addressed here, "ye that are far off"-the
Gentiles, and "ye that are near"-Israel.
VERSE 14 "Sinners in Zion" are those of Israel who are not Israel. There are
godless Israelites as well as godless Gentiles.
"The devouring fire" does not refer to the lake of fire, rather to the
fact that "our God is a consuming fire." It is not a reference to "hell" but
to the "holiness of God."
VERSE 15 The questions of verse 14 are answered here. (Read Psalm 15).
This is in entire accord with the whole tenor of Scripture. The one who
has been declared righteous by his faith in Christ is called to walk in righteousness.
"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound?"
(Romans 6:1).
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Ephesians 2:8-10).
VERSES 16-17 This is the happy anticipation of those who have put their trust
in the Lord.
VERSE 18 Paul quotes this verse in I Corinthians 1 :20.
"Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this
world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?"
No man who is not taught by the Holy Spirit can learn spiritual truths.
VERSE 19 Peoples of strange language will yet understand the Word of God.
VERSES 20-24 This is the glorious prospect which is held out for Jerusalem.
The eye of faith looks beyond the immediate hard circumstances to the
glorious prospects of the future. This is the day when The King will be in
Jerusalem. The Prince of Peace will then bring peace to the earth.
Babylon could boast of the Euphrates, Assyria could boast of the Tigres
and upper Zab, and Egypt could boast of the Nile. In that day, Jerusalem,
a land locked city can best boast of the Lord as the source of broad waters.
Are not great physical changes predicted for Jerusalem. (Zechariah 14:4).
The important item is that sin will be removed.
TOTALITARIANISM
"Awful world despotism is already on the horizon. It is almost
incredible what the United Nations Organization has approved. "A
so-called code of offences (says The Midnight Cry) against 'the peace
and security of mankind' has come up for consideration at the international law commission of the U. N. Under this code American
citizens could be transported beyond the seas and tried by an
international criminal court without the protection of the United
States Constitution. As pointed out by the Chicago Tribune Press
Service, 'Legal experts have held that one provision, prohibiting acts
causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of such groups,
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would ban such publications as the Bible, Shakespeare's Merchant of
Venice and Dickens' Oliver Twist.' With regard to the first, this
implies that no one would be at liberty to preach the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to denounce sin or refute false doctrine in the light
of the Scriptures, or even to possess a copy of the Holy Bible. Techni
cally, this genocide convention is already in force, having been ac
cepted by the majority of U. N. members."

Chapter 34
THEME:
The final world clash-The Battle of Armageddon.
REMARKS:
How different this chapter is from the philosophy of this world. Men look
to the future as a time when man will so improve the world that he by his own
efforts will establish an Utopia and bring in the Millennium by pulling on his
own boot straps.
Scripture also looks on to the Millennium and a better day. However, it is
not the consummation of man's efforts--rather the kingdom that comes through
God's power and glory. Before the kingdom is established everything that man
has built, apart from God, is coming under a frightful judgment. All of man's
work is contrary to God and must come into a final conflict. That conflict is set
before us here as the Battle of Armageddon. The "sin of man" will finally be
headed up in the "man of sin," and he and Christ must come to grips. Light
and darkness, good and evil cannot co-exist. This chapter records the final issue.
Many other passages of Scripture record this event. (Isaiah 61:2; 63:1-6;
Zechariah 14:1-3; and Revelation 19:11-21.)
This chapter looks entirely to the future. The Assyrian has disappeared. It
might be well to r ecord a statement of Delitzsch here:
"We feel that we are carried away from the stage of history, and are
transported into the midst of the last things," and these chapters are the
"last steps whereby our prophet rises to the height at which he soars in
chapters 40 to the end. After the fall of Assyria, and when darkness began
to gather on the horizon again, Isaiah broke away from his own times-
'the end of all things' became more and more his home. . . . It was the
revelation of the mystery of the incarnation of God, for which all this
was to prepare the way."
OUTLINE:
1. INDIGNATION OF THE LORD Poured Out On All Nations.
Verses 1-4.
2. IDUMEA, The Target and Figure Of All God's enemies.
Verses 5-7.
3. INTENTION OF THE LORD "The day of the Lord's vengeance."
Verses 8-17.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 In Isaiah 1:2 God called heaven and earth to witness His judgment
upon His people Israel. In this chapter God calls only the nations of the earth
to witness His final judgment upon the nations.
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2 Observe carefully the words chosen to depict this judgment, "indig
nation," "fury," "utterly destroyed," and "delivered to the slaughter." They
are the strongest possible expressions that could he used. The judgement is
universal and it is severe. It is not only the "time of Jacob's trouble," it is
the time of the "earth's travail." Our Lord spoke of this as a time unparalleled
in the history of the world. The seals, trumpets, and vials all intensify, and
confirm this.
VERSE 3 This is repulsive and terrible beyond description. (Read Revelation
19:17-19).
VERSE 4 This is to be taken literally as it is repeated in Matthew 24:29. (Psalm
102:26 compare with Hebrews 1:11) also Revelation 6:12-14.
VERSE 5 Idumea (Edom) is representative of all in Adam that are rebellious
against God and God's people (Malachi 1:3) God will judge Edom
(Obadiah vss 4-18).
VERSE 6 This is a figure of a "sword intoxicated with blood." It is bathed in
heaven for sin began there and will be judged there. The sword is the in
strument of judgment.
VERSE 7 The sacrifice of animals is not enough. "The blood of bulls and goats
will not take away sin."
VERSE 8 This is the day of the "Lord's vengeance." (Read Isaiah 63:1-6).
VERSES 9-10 This seems to be confined to the land of Edom, but it could he
taken as the judgment on the old earth before the new earth comes into
existence.
VERSE 11 "Confusion" and "emptiness" are the Hebrew words "tohu va bohu"
which are translated in Genesis 1:2 as "without form and void." There was
a pre-Adamic judgment of the earth and there will be a post-Adamic judg
ment of the earth.
VERSE 12 The judgment extends to men. They are all gone.
VERSES 13-15 This is a picture of Edom today but it looks on to the judgment
on the earth.
VERSES 16-17 God's word is inviolate. Not one word will pass away until all
is fulfilled. We can put our confidence in it.
VERSE

Chapter 35
THEME:
The Blessings of the Millennium. (A picture of the Kingdom).
REMARKS:
This is a poetic gem. There is an high sense of poetic justice in this chapter
which concludes the section on judgment. The fires of judgment have now burned
out, the sword of justice is sheathed, the evening of earth- trouble is ended, and
the morning of Millennial delights has come. This section closes on the high
plane of Peace on earth, plenty and prosperity. God's method has always been
through suffering to peace, through the night to the dawn, then judgment to
salvation.
The calm of this chapter is in contrast to the storms of judgments of the
last chapter and those that preceded it. "The winter is past-and the flowers
appear on the earth" (Song of Solomon 2:11-12).
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OUTLINE:
1. MATERIAL Earth Will Be Restored-Curse of Sin Lifted.
(Body of Earth). Verses 1-2.
2. MEN Will Be Renewed. Bodies Renewed. (Soul of Earth).
Verses 3-9.
3. MEMBERS OF GOD'S FAMILY Will Return To Zion. (Spirit of Earth).
Verse 10.

COMMENT:
1 We are informed that the deserts of the world are being enlarged
each year. Drought and soil erosion are hastening this process. All of this
will be reversed in the Millennium. This familar and beautiful statement "the
desert shall . . . blossom as the rose" is an apt and happy picture of the
earth's future. Those who are familiar with the great desert area of the south
western section of our country will be impressed with this statement. This
outline was written while crossing the southeast section of Colorado where
the drought has been so severe and the sand storms have eroded much of
this which was once vast grass lands.
VERSE 2 Paul says creation is groaning and travailing in pain today. In the
Millennium all creation will rejoice.
VERSES 3-4 In the midst of the storm of judgment, God's people can rejoice
because they will know that God will come and save them. The Church has
the added hope and joy of never experiencing the Great Tribulation.
VERSES 5-6 Sickness, and disease and all affiiction are the result of man's sin.
These will be lifted in the kingdom. Our Lord sent these credentials of the
Messiah to John the Baptist
(Read Matthew 11 :2-6).
VERSES 7-9 He returns to the benefits that will come to the earth. "The way
of holiness" has been mentioned before. Isaiah 19:23. Note also the reference
(Isaiah 11:6-8)
here to wild animals.
VERSE 10 This not only includes Israel but it will include the redeemed who
enter the Millennium upon the earth.
"And it shall come to pass, that everyone that is left of all the nations
which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to
worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.
And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the
earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon
them shall be no rain."
Zechariah 14:16-17.
Thus ends the first major division with all the blessings of the Millennium.
The reader is urged to read Psalm 150 to conclude this section.

VERSE

PSALM 150
1 Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in
the firmament of his power.
2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his
excellent greatness.
3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the
psaltery and harp.
4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with
stringed instruments and organs.
5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high
sounding cymbals.
6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the
Lord.
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SECOND DIVISION
HISTORIC INTERLUDE (Prose) Chapters 36-39
We have come to the second major division of Isaiah. This section is unlike
that which precedes it and that which follows it. This section leaves the high
plateau of prophecy and drops down to the record of history. The form of lan
guage is even different. It is couched in the form of prose rather than poetry.
Why are these four chapters of an historical character wedged in between the
two major divisions of this book? This is a reasonable question which requires
investigation and rewards the honest inquirer. There are several significant
factors which are worthy of mention.
1. Sacred and secular history are not the same. Dr. Jennings states, "Divine
history is never merely history, never simply a true account of past events." There
are great spiritual truths couched in sacred history that are seen only by the
eye of faith. The Holy Spirit must teach us the Divine purpose in recording
Scriptural history. Let us note several suggestive reasons:
(1) These incidents might seem trite to the average historian, who records
great world movements, but events which concerned God's people were
of utmost importance to God and were important according to the stand
ards of heaven.
(2) Actually these chapters note the transfer of power from Assyria to
Babylon. Babylon was the real menace to God's people and was to begin
the period designated by our Lord as "the times of the Gentiles."
(3) This section is a record of a son of David who was beset by enemies
and who went down to the verge of death but was delivered and continued to reign. In this he foreshadows the Great Son of David who
was beset by enemies, delivered to death and was raised from the dead
and who is coming again to reign. Hezekiah was only a man who walked
in the ways of David another weak man. Hezekiah lived to play the fool.
Our Lord was greater than David and as the crucified and risen Son of
God is made unto us "Wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption" (I Corinthians 1 :30). There are other great spiritual
truths which we will note in the chapter outlines.
2. The second significant factor in this historic section is that these par
ticular events are recorded three times in the Scriptures--II Kings 18-19;
II Chronicles 29-30; and here in Isaiah. The fact that the Holy Spirit saw fit to
record them three times is in itself a matter of great importance. These records
are not identical but similar. Some scholars think Isaiah is the author of all
three or at least the one in Kings. Surely the Spirit of God has some special truth
for us here which should cause us not to hurry over these events as of no great
moment.
3. Three significant and stupendous miracles are recorded in this brief
section:
(1) The death angel slays 185,000 Assyrians (37:36-38).
(2) The sun retreats 10 degrees on the sun dial of Ahaz (38:7-8).
(3) God heals Hezekiah and extends his life fifteen years (38:1-5).
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4. This section opens with Assyria and closes with Babylon. There are two
important letters which Hezekiah received:
(1) The first was from Assyria and Hezekiah took it directly to God in
prayer and God delivered His people (37:14).
(2) The second letter was from the king of Babylon which flattered Hezekiah
and he did not take it to the Lord in prayer. As a result it led to the
undoing of Judah (39:1-8).
OUTLINE:
1. KING HEZEKIAH and the Invasion of Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
chapter 36.
2. KING HEZEKIAH'S PRAYER and the Destruction of the Assyrian hosts,
chapter 37.
3. KING HEZEKIAH'S SICKNESS, prayer, and healing, chapter 38.
4. KING HEZEKIAH Played the Fool, chapter 39.
"Hasten, O Saviour, the time of Thy return! Delay not, lest the living give
up their hopes; delay not, lest earth should grow like Hell, and Thy Church be
crumbled to dust. Oh, hasten that great resurrection day, when the graves that
received but rottenness, and retain but dust, shall return Thee glorious stars and
suns, Thy desolate Bride saith, Come. The whole creation saith, Come, even so
come, Lord Jesus." "The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain," wait
ing "for the revealing of the sons of God"
(Romans 8:19).
-Puritan Baxter

Chapter 36
THEME:
King Hezekiah and the Invasions of Sennacherib, King of Assyria.

REMARKS:
There are three chapters in this section from the pages of sacred history:
1. Hezekiah and Assyria-Chapters 36-37.
2. Hezekiah and a Boil-Chapter 38.
3. Hezekiah and Babylon-Chapter 39.
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, had come down like a flood from the north
taking everything in his wake. He had captured every nation and city that stood
in his path or they had capitulated to him. Flush with victory he appeared
with the Assyrian hosts before the walls of Jerusalem. He is surprised and
puzzled that Hezekiah would attempt to resist him. He seeks for some explanation
as Hezekiah must have some secret weapon. Rabshakeh, his representative,
ridicules all known possibilities of aid. Arrogantly he demands unconditional
surrender. The chapter closes with the terms and threats reported to Hezekiah.
This is a prophetic picture of a coming day when the enemy will have sur
rounded Jerusalem again. No human help can deliver as the enemy has come
from North, East, South and West.
"For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city
shall he taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half
of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall
not be cut off from the city"
(Zechariah 14:2).
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They can look to no ally or human help. They are forced to look up.
"I will lift up mine eyes unto the mountains: From whence shall my help
come? My help cometh from Jehovah, Who made heaven and earth."
(Psalms 121:1-2).-A. S. V.
Then the Greater Son of David will come forth to deliver them.
"And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a
very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the
north, and half of it toward the south"
(Zechariah 14:4).
(Also read Revelation 19:11-16).
OUTLINE:
1. Sennacherib, King of Assyria, captures the cities of Judah and comes to
Jerusalem. Verses 1-3.
2. Rabshakeh, representative of Sennacherib, demands the surrender of
Jerusalem. Verses 4-21.
3. The representatives of Hezekiah report to him the bitter terms of the
Assyrian. Verse 22.

COMMENT:
VERSE 1 Hezekiah was actually one of the five good kings of Judah who promoted revival.
1. Asa
2. Jehoshaphat
3. Joash
4. Hezekiah
5. Josiah
The record in Chronicles, which is written from God's view point, gives
him a clean bill of spiritual health.
"Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old, and he
reigned nine and twenty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was
Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did that which was right in
the sight of the Lord, according to all that David his father had done"
(II Chronicles 29:1-2).
Nevertheless he was a weak king. H e attempted to stave off the invasion
of Jerusalem by bribing Sennacherib. (II Kings 18:13-16). Hezekiah had
stripped the gold and silver from the temple to meet the exorbitant demands
of the king of Assyria. It was to no avail as the army of Assyria was outside
the gates of Jerusalem.
VERSE 2 Sennacherib did not condescend to come personally but sent an army
under Rabshakeh. Profane history lists three ( 3) generals, Tartan, Rabsaris,
and Rabshakeh. Isaiah fully records one as he made the demands upon
Hezekiah. Rabshakeh means "cup bearer." Surely he was forcing a bitter
cup to the lips of the Son of David.
Note where he stood, "conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the
fuller's field." This is the exact spot that Isaiah had previously stood to en
courage the heart of Ahaz, father of Hezekiah and to announce the virgin
birth of Jesus.
(See note on Isaiah 7 :3).
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3 Hezekiah sent forth an embassage of three to receive the terms offered
by Sennacherib.
VERSE 4 Rabshakeh arrogantly expresses surprise that Hezekiah would dare
resist. He wants to know the secret weapon in which Hezekiah trusts.
VERSE 5 He begins to deal with the possibilities that have caused Hezekiah to
resist and dismiss them as foolhardy. He mentions four possibilities that
have given Hezekiah a false hope.
VERSE 6 The first one is the notion that Hezekiah might be looking to Egypt
as a strong ally. Actually the Assyrian host was then on the way to Egypt
to capture that kingdom and was incensed that Jerusalem blocked the way.
The facts were that Hezekiah had hoped for help from Egypt even as Ahaz,
his father, before him. The Assyrian calls Egypt a broken reed which was
true as succeeding events proved and Isaiah had warned.
VERSE 7 The second source of help which Rabshakeh mentioned was the Lord.
Here is where his lack of spiritual discernment gave him a wrong cue. The
high places which Hezekiah had removed were immoral places of idolatry.
There was only one place to worship-the temple in Jerusalem; there was
only one approach to God-the altar on which a bloody sacrifice was made.
The man of the world today says that all churches are good and that it does
not make any difference what you believe just so you are sincere. This contradicts the words of our Lord.
"Jesus saith unto him I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me"
(John 14:6).
VERSE

8-9 The third possibility suggested by Rabshakeh reveals the haughty
attitude of the Assyrian. There was the bare possibility that Hezekiah was
depending on his own resources and manpower to defend the city. This was
so absurd that the Assyrian offered to furnish horses for 2,000 men if they
could be found to mount the horses for battle. This was bitter satire. Equip
ment from Egypt, even if it arrived, would be of little help.
VERSE 10 The fourth reason is the most subtle of all. Rabshakeh suggests that
Jehovah of Israel has sent the Assyrian against Jerusalem and He is therefore
on the side of the Assyrian.
VERSE 11 All the time Rabshakeh has been speaking loudly in the Hebrew so
that the soldiers on the walls of Jerusalem could hear. This was done to the
annoyance of the representatives of Hezekiah who suggest that he speak in
the Syrian tongue which they understood.
VERSE 12 Haughty Rabshakeh declines to do so, for he definitely is trying
to destroy the morale of the army in Jerusalem.
VERSE 13 Now he turns to the people on the walls and addresses them in a
proud and disdainful fashion.
VERSES 14-15 He urges them not to trust in the Lord. His words are pragmatic
and on the surface are inclined to cause fear.
VERSE 16 He now attempts to show that if they surrender without resisting
that the king of Assyria is prepared to show mercy. His mercy is a cruel
thing.
(Proverbs 12:10).
" ... the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel"
VERSES

17 The method of Assyria was to uproot a people and move them far
from their homeland and there colonize them. This was a great morale
destroyer.
Russia has used this method since the revolution at World War I.

VERSE
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18-20 Arrogantly he boasts that none of the gods of other peoples have
delivered them. Why should they expect Jehovah to deliver Jerusalem? He
placed Jehovah on a par with heathen idols.
VERSE 21 The representatives of Hezekiah do not answer but hold their peace.
They were instructed to proceed after this fashion. "Silence is golden." It
is the best answer when the enemy seeks to libel you.
VERSE 22
The messengers return to report these doleful words to Hezekiah.
Clothes speak of the dignity and glory of man. The grass is clothed with
the flower and Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed as one of these.
"Clothes rent" speak of humiliation and shame.
This chapter closes on a very dark and doleful note. This is not all the
record.
"All have sinned and come short of the glory of God" is basic and true
but is not all the story.
VERSES

"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time
his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus"
(Romans 3 :24-26).

COMING SUDDENLY
SUDDENLY God opened the clouds of heaven and broke up the
fountains of the great deep, and the world that then was,
perished in a flood.
SUDDENLY He came down upon the builders of the tower of Babel
and scattered them with confusion of language.
SUDDENLY He rained fire and brimstone on the wicked cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah and destroyed them.
SUDDENLY the angelic host announced the glad tidings of peace
and good will on earth at the advent of the Saviour
(Luke 2:13, 14).
SUDDENLY that peace and good will will be taken from the earth
at the Second Advent of that same Jesus. He whom men rejected and crucified, whom God raised from the dead, and
seated at His own right hand, will come again.
SUDDENLY! like the lightning flash; as the twinkling of an eye;
as the blast of a trumpet. For the trumpet shall sound and the
dead shall be raised, and the living shall be changed.
-J. W. Browning

Chapter 37
THEME:
King Hezekiah's Prayer and the Destruction of the Assyrian Hosts.
REMARKS:
This chapter continues and concludes the incident of chapter 36.
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OUTLINE:
1. REACTION of Hezekiah to the messenger's report.
Verses 1-4.
2. RETURN of a word of encouragement to Hezekiah from the Lord by
Isaiah. Verses 5-7.
3. RETIREMENT of Rabshakeh temporarily from Jerusalem and his letter
to Hezekiah. Verses 8-13.
4. RECEPTION of the letter of the Assyrian by Hezekiah and his prayer.
Verses 14-20.
5. RELEASE of God's answer by Isaiah to Hezekiah's prayer.
Verses 21-35.
6. RECORD of the destruction of 185,000 Assyrians by the angel of the Lord.
Verses 36-38.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 Hezekiah's reaction to the report of his messengers reveals a man of
great piety. In his extremity he turns to God and goes to the house of the
Lord.
VERSE 2 He now sends his messengers to Isaiah, the prophet. This is another
act of faith.
VERSE 3 The message to Isaiah was surely ominous and black. It was a day
of: 1) trouble, 2 ) rebuke, 3) blasphemy.
VERSE 4 Here Hezekiah reveals an aberration of faith on his part. He speaks
of the Lord as "thy God" and not as "our God." Note that he corrected this
in his prayer in verse 20.
VERSES 5-6 God gives assurance to Hezekiah that the blasphemy of the As
syrian has not escaped His attention. Likewise God cannot nor will He ignore
it.
VERSE 7 God declares the destruction of the Assyrian. This had literal fulfill
ment as we shall see.
VERSES 8-9 A rumor came that the main force of the Assyrian army was being
attacked by the Egyptian army. Rabshakeh withdrew temporarily to assist
the main force of the Assyrian army, but to "save face" he dispatched a letter
from Sennacherib to Hezekiah.
VERSE 10 He repeats the same words of Rabshakeh.
VERSES 11-12 Here he goes beyond the former word and boasts that no gods
of any nation had delivered their people out of the hand of the Assyrian.
VERSE 13 He quotes historical facts that were difficult to answer.
VERSE 14 When Hezekiah received the letter he went to God directly and
spread the letter before Him. Then follows one of the truly great prayers
of Scripture.
VERSES 15-16 No instructed Israelite believed that God was a local deity who
could occupy a house in Jerusalem.
"But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold the heaven and heaven
of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have
builded?"
(I Kings 8:27)
Solomon made it clear that God did not inhabit a man made house.
Hezekiah recognizes that the Shekinah presence of God abode between the
cherubims and that man approached Him only by sacrifice and that he ap
proached a mercy seat. He acknowledges that God is creator of all and God
over all.
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17 He shows God the letter and calls attention to the fact that it is
directly against God.
VERSES 18-19 He acknowledges the truth of the letter. There was no need to
deny or ignore it. When we deal with God it is wise to tell Him the truth
especially about ourselves and not try to conceal anything.
VERSE 20 This is a simple appeal to God to save for His Name's sake. This is
praying.
VERSE 21 God will answer.
VERSES 22-28 The Assyrian has blasphemed God and He will do something
about it. The pride of the Assyrian caused him to boast. His success deceived
him. God will humble him.
VERSE 29 God had heard the blasphemy of the Assyrian and He had taken
note of it. (See verse 4).
VERSE 30 The primary thought is that the children of Judah would continue
on in the land a little longer. Difficult days were in the future, but God would
use them to strengthen His people.
VERSE 31 This would all lead to the vine producing fruit. Note this lovely expression, "take root downward, and bear fruit upward," which is applicable
to all of God's children in all ages.
VERSE 32 It is the remnant that is true to God.
VERSE 33 Note the boldness of this prophecy. If one of the 185,000 Assyrians
had accidentally shot an arrow over the walls of Jerusalem God's Word would
be inaccurate. How wonderful are the promises of God.
VERSE 34 This is specific and was also literally fulfilled.
VERSE 35 God promises to defend His city for His sake and David's sake. Has
God promised to defend His own?
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know th em and they follow me: and I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand"
(John 10:27-28) .
"And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are."
(John 17:11).
VERSE

36 This is solemn. Judgment is coming and that is sure.
"Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead"
(Acts 17:31).
This is a great miracle. It is a preview and a foreword of the Great Tribu
lation when Israel will again be hemmed in on every side. The Lord Jesus
Christ will deliver them at His coming. Who is the angel of the Lord? Could
it not be the Pre-Incarnate Christ.
VERSES 37-38 Secular history states that this actually happened and Senna
cherib was slain by his sons.
The first chapter of sacred history ends with this great miracle of the
slaying of the 185,000 Assyrians by the angel of the Lord.
We are now ready to turn the page of sacred history to the second chapter
which concerns the personal life of Hezekiah. Another miracle is recorded.
VERSE
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Chapter 38
THEME:
King Hezekiah's Sickness, Prayer, and Healing.
REMARKS:
"In those days" places this event at the time the Assyrian came against Je
usalem. "Trouble is like bananas, it comes in bunches" is a true bromide, "when
it rains it pours" is another adage with an element of truth.
It is well to keep in mind that while Hezekiah was beset by the danger of
the Assyrian host, he was plagued by a boil. His deliverance from death must
have been prior to the destruction of the Assyrian host. It was while the seige
was going on and the answer to prayer must have encouraged his heart relative
to Isaiah's prediction of the coming deliverance of Jerusalem. Hezekiah reigned
29 years. He reigned 15 years after this event so his sickness was in the 14th
year of his reign. Sennacherib came up against Jerusalem in the 14th year of
Hezekiah's reign.
"Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Senna
cherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah,
and took them"
(Isaiah 36:1).
All of this happened in the same year-sickness of Hezekiah and seige of
Jerusalem by the Assyrian.
OUTLINE:
1. PRAYER of Hezekiah when told he is to die. Verses 1-3.
2. PROMISE of healing and miracle of the sun dial of Ahaz. Verses 4-8.
3. POEM of praise of Hezekiah when he was delivered from death.
Verses 9-20.
4. PRACTICE of medicine in connection with healing. Verses 21-22.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The sentence of death is delivered to Hezekiah by Isaiah. Is it not
true that this sentence of death rests upon each one of us although we do not
know the day nor hour, "it is appointed unto man once to die?" This is a
divine date. If each one of us knew the exact time would it not change our
way of living.
(Recently a very fine young minister, was told by his doctor that cancer
had recurred and that his days were limited. He sent out a letter to some of
his friends, and I was privileged to be included in that list. Many of us were
shaken and some of his statements were profound. We give this brief quota
tion that you might know the thinking of a man under the shadow of death.)
"One thing I have discovered in the last few days. When a Christian is
suddenly confronted with a sentence of death he surely begins to give a
proper evaluation of material things. My fishing gear and books and
orchard are not nearly so valuable as they were a week ago."

VERSE 2 Again we see Hezekiah going to God in prayer. The very fact that
God told him of his death led him to believe that mercy might be extended.
VERSE 3 This is the ground on which the Old Testament saint prayed. This
was accurate. See II Kings 18:4-7 for an historical confirmation of the
character of Hezekiah. Did you note verse 5 carefully?
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"He trusted in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him was none like
him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him"
(II Kings 18:5).
VERSES 4-5 God did hear and answer his prayer for an extension of his life by
15 years. It was not for Hezekiah's sake but for David's sake. Our prayers
are heard for the sake of Great David's greater Son.
"And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.
Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full"
(John 16:23-24).
VERSE 6 Note God ties in His deliverance of Jerusalem from the Assyrian with
Hezekiah's deliverance from death. His answer to one request will encourage
the believer's heart that He will answer the other requests.
VERSES 7-8 This is an additional sign and is one of the greater miracles of
Scripture. It corresponds to Joshua's long day and some associate them in
interpretation (Joshua 10). Some conservative scholars attempt to localize
the fulfillment as connected with some miracle in connection with the sun
dial. The word for sun dial here is literally "to go up." It is translated "steps"
in Exodus 20:26, and is translated "degrees" in Psalms 120-126.
Certainly God was removing the darkness from the steps of Hezekiah and
was letting him continue to walk in the light of life.
Dr. Jennings gives this literal translation of verse 8.
"Behold I will cause the shadow of the steps to return, which is gone down
in the steps of Ahaz with the sun, backward ten steps and the sun return
ed ten steps by the steps which it had gone down."
VERSE 9 The following verses are a fine thesis on death by one who was
very near. Many believed that Hezekiah composed Psalm 116.
VERSE 10 "Grave"- Hebrew "Sheol." It is sometimes translated hell. Habak
kuk 2 :5. It is the destination of human life. The body goes to the grave-
the spirit goes to one of two places--paradise or place of torment (not hell).
VERSES 12-13 Hezekiah was 39 years of age.
VERSE 18 Thislife is the place of decision.
VERSE 20 This thesis was set to music. The question arises at this juncture
whether Hezekiah should have died at the appointed time. The account in
Chronicles has an interesting verse in this connection after his illness.
"But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him;
for his heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon
Judah and Jerusalem."
(II Chronicles 32:25).
The next chapter reveals that he played the fool after his recovery. There
is a third consideration which leads us to believe that Hezekiah should have
died at the first time. Manasseh, his son was 12 years old when he began to
reign. That means he was born after Hezekiah's sickness.
VERSE 21 Actually, the healing of Hezekiah does not contain the element of
miracle as the sign of the sun dial. A lump of figs was used as a poultice.
What was Hezekiah's sickness? "Boil" is the Hebrew "shechin" and
means "to be hot." It is called elsewhere the "botch of Egypt" (Deuteronomy
28:27). It was Job's disease. Could it not be what is diagnosed today as
"cancer." At any rate it is a picture of sin which brings death. Only God for
Christ's sake can deliver from death.
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"The days are very evil,
The times are waxing late,
Be sober and keep vigil;
The Judge is at the gate:
The Judge who comes in mercy,
The Judge who comes with might,
To terminate the evil
And diadem the right."
-Bernard of Cluny

Chapter 39
THEME:
Hezekiah plays the fool.
REMARKS:
The transfer from Assyria to Babylon, in this chapter, as the enemy of Judah
is one of the outstanding features of this section. At this time Babylon was a
struggling city on the banks of the Euphrates unable to overcome Assyria. How
ever Babylon was to become the great head of gold in the times of the Gentiles
and that makes this chapter significant.
This chapter reveals the great blunder of Hezekiah's life. After his sickness
he obviously attempted to please God. This chapter reveals his human frailty and
weakness. It is after the hour of great spiritual triumph that our worst defeats
come. Simon Peter could give the glorious confession, "Thou art the Christ the
Son of the living God" but it was immediately following that he could stumble
and say "Far be that from thee Lord." For the first he was given a beatitude
and for the last a rebuke. Perhaps you have had a similar experience.
OUTLINE:
1. HEZEKIAH RECEIVES the Embassage from Babylon. Verses 1-2.
2. HEZEKIAH REBUKED by Isaiah and warned of the coming Babylonian
captivity. Verses 3-8.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 Merodach-baladan is a meaningless king to us, but his name is full
of meaning. Dr. Jennings calls attention to the fact that the consonants which
form the first name are the same as in Nimrod (m-r-d). The word means
"the rebel." Baladan means "not Lord." His full name means "the rebel
not Lord." Back of this king and Nimrod stands Satan, the archrebel. He is
the god of this world. He came with flattery and a show of interest in Heze
kiah. The messengers brought letters and a present for Hezekiah. Before he
took the letter of the Assyrian in and spread it before the Lord. Here he
does not, as he feels no necessity. This was the most dangerous letter of all.
VERSE 2 Hezekiah made the mistake of showing his silver and gold for he was
immensely wealthy.
"And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour: and he made him
self treasuries for silver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for
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spices, and for shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels; storehouses
also for the increase of corn, and wine, and oil; and stalls for all manner
of beasts and cotes for flocks"
(II Chronicles 32 :27-28) .
The messengers made a note of it and later on when a king of Babylon
needed gold and silver, he knew where to go.
VERSE 3 Isaiah sensed the danger and came to Hezekiah to find out how far
Hezekiah had gone with them. Hezekiah had no discernment of the coming
danger.
VERSES 4 This was surely a foolish thing that Hezekiah had done.
VERSES 5-7 This is a prophecy that was literally fulfilled. (See II Kings 24-25;
Daniel 1).
VERSE 8 This seems a very strange statement for Hezekiah to make. He was
grateful that these things would not come to pass in his days but what about
his children and great grand children?
This concludes the historic section.
This is the final chapter of sacred history.
"Our Lord is now rejected and by the world disowned,
By the many still neglected and by the few enthroned;
But soon He'll come in glory; the hour is drawing nigh:
For the crowning day is coming by and by.
Let all that look for hasten that coming joyful day
By earnest consecration to walk the narrow way,
By gathering in the lost ones for whom our Lord did die,
For the crowning day that's coming by and by."
-Author unknown
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THIRD DIVISION

SALVATION. Revelation of the Saviour in the place of suffering. The Cross,
chapter 53. The Grace of God (poetry), Chapters 40-66.
This is the third and last major division of the prophecy of Isaiah. It is in
contrast to the first major section. There we had judgment and the righteous
government of God. In this section we have the grace of God, the suffering and
glory to follow. Here all is grace and glory. The opening statement "comfort ye"
sets the mood and tempo for this section.
It is this section that has caused the liberal critics to postulate the Deutero
-Isaiah hypothesis. A change of subject matter does not necessitate a change of
authorship. It is interesting that for 1900 years there was not a word about a
second Isaiah. John refers to this section as authored by Isaiah.
"He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight
the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias"
(John 1 :23).
Our Lord likewise referred to this section as written by Isaiah. (Luke 4:7-21).
There are numerous other references which confirm the authorship of Isaiah.
Philip used it to win an Ethiopian to Christ.
The beauty and wonder of this section will come before us as we proceed
in a detailed chapter discussion.
OUTLINE:
(A threefold division marked by the concluding thought in each division
that there is "no peace to the wicked.")
1. The Comfort of Jehovah which comes through the servant. Chapters 40-48.

(A Polemic against idolatry-Help and hope come only through The
Servant).
2. The Salvation of Jehovah which comes through the Suffering Servant.
Chapters 49-57.
(1) The Redeemer of the whole world who is God's Servant.
Chapters 49-52: 12.
(2) The Redemption wrought by the Suffering Servant who is God's
sheep (lamb). Chapters 52:13-53.
(3) The Results of the Redemption wrought by the Redeemer who is
God's only Saviour. Chapters 54-57.
3. The Glory of Jehovah which comes through the Suffering Servant.
Chapters 58-66.
(1) Sin hinders the manifestation of the Glory of God.
Chapters 58-59.
(2) The Redeemer is Coming to Zion. Chapters 60-66.
(Nothing can hinder God's progress-He will judge sin).
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Chapter 40
THEME:
A Message of Comfort from God, The Creator, The Saviour, and Sustainer.
REMARKS:
The change of subject from judgment to salvation as we enter this section is
quite noticeable. It is not necessary to postulate a second Isaiah whom the critics
have labeled "the great unknown" in order to explain this section. The message
now is comfort and not judgment. God reveals Himself as Creator, Saviour and
Sustainer so that He will not be " the great unknown" to His people.
A polemic against idolatry begins in this chapter and continues through
chapter 48. It runs through this section as both undertone and overtone. A
correct knowledge of God as Creator, Comforter and Deliverer is the answer to
idolatry of the past and the cults of the present. God called Abraham from
idolatry.
"And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel,
Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah.
the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other
(Joshua 24:2).
gods"
Abraham and the nation Israel were to bear witness to the Unity of God in
the ancient world of idolatry and polytheism.
"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord"
(Deuteronomy 6:4).
The Church today is to bear witness to the Trinity in this modem world of
Atheism. The constant danger to Israel was that of lapsing into idolatry. The
constant danger of the Church is of apostatizing unto unitarianism. In both cases
a knowledge of God is the answer.
"And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."
(John 17:3) .
OUTLINE:
1. COMFORT-a message from God. Verses 1-12.
2. CREATION-a Revelation of God. Verses 12-26.
3. CONSIDERATION-a call from God. Verses 27-31.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Comfort ye, comfort ye." The opening statement and its repetition as
a sigh of yearning from the pulsating heart of God. Our God is the God of
" all comfort."
"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord J esus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribu
lation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble,
by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God"
(II Corinthians 1:3-4).
The Holy Spirit is called "The comforter."
"And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you for ever"
(John 14:16).
The Lord Jesus Christ is likewise called "The comforter."
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"My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
(I John 2:1).
righteous"
The word for "advocate" is the same as the one for "comforter."
God's people in all ages need His comfort as they face the problems and
perplexities of life.
VERSE 2 It has been suggested that when there was an indebtedness or mort
gage on a house in Israel, the fact was written on a paper and put on the
door posts that all could read. Another copy was kept by the one who held
the mortgage. When the debt was paid the second copy was nailed over the
other door post that all might see the debt was paid. This was to receive
double. The sins of Jerusalem had been paid for by the One who suffered
outside her gates and wall. Before there can be any comfort and peace, there
must be the knowledge of sins pardoned and put away. This is the first step
to peace of mind and heart.
VERSE 3
All four evangelists quote this verse as applying to John the Baptist.
"For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare yethe way of the Lord,
make his paths straights"
(Matthew 3:3).
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight"
(Mark 1 :3).
"As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying,
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be brought low ; and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; and all flesh shall see
the salvation of God"
(Luke 3 :4-6).
"He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight
the way of the Lord as said the prophet Esaias"
(John 1:23)
VERSES 4-6
Luke quotes this as applying to John the Baptist.
VERSES 6-8 Then, where is comfort in these words? The first thing man must
learn, if he is to receive the comfort and salvation of God, is that he is
utterly helpless and there is no ability in him. Man is faint, frail and feeble,
but the Word of God is strong, sure, and secure.
This word is the Gospel as quoted by Peter.
"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass,
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass: The grass withereth, and
the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for
ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you"
(I Peter 1:23-25).
This gospel gives eternal life to man who naturally is as transitory as the
grass.
VERSE 9 "Good tidings"is the gospeI. "Behold your God"-Jesus-Immanuel"God with us."
VERSE10 This looks forward to His second advent: The Gospel compasses both
the 1st and 2nd comings of Christ.
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11 He took the title of Shepherd when He came the first time.
"I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep"
(John 10:11).
He also said, "I lay down my life for the sheep."
VERSE 12 This verse introduces the section that speaks of the greatness of God
as Creator. The theme song in this section could be, "How Great Thou Art"
The vast oceans are like a drop of water in His hand; not enough to wet
His hand. The earth is like a fleck of dust that cannot be seen by the naked
eye.
VERSES 13-14 God knows no equal or anyone to whom He can go for advice.
VERSES 15-17 The nations of the earth may think they have insurmountable
problems but they present no problem to God. Note that the entire forest
of Lebanon would not make a fire for a burnt offering even if all the animals
of the world were offered to God. Only in Jesus' sacrifice can God find
satisfaction.
VERSE 18 Here the prophet contrasts God to idols. No image of God was permissible in the second commandment.
VERSE 19 The rich make a very ornate idol.
VERSE 20 The poor can have only a crude idol.
VERSE 21 It is utterly preposterous to compare God to some dumb idol.
VERSES 22-23 The Old Testament did not teach the earth was flat: Science
first taught this theory. It is clearly stated here that the earth is a sphere
positioned in an even greater universe, and that God's Throne is far beyond
the penetration of the most powerful telescopes as they search out the limit
less vault of space.
VERSES 24-26 The reason God does not deliver His own in every emergency
is not because He is limited in power. His wisdom directs Him to do other
wise for the good of His creatures.
VERSE 27 God knows about the difficulties of His own. He is able to quiet the
storms of life, but sometimes there are lessons for His own to learn in the
storm. God knows, and sees, and cares. He does care that His own shall not
perish.
VERSE 28 We have a great God. He is able to help the helpless and strengthen
the weak.
VERSES 30-31 There are three degrees of power here. Some have likened it to
the three stages of Christian growth. See (I John 2:12-14).
(1) The young Christian shall mount up as an eagle.
(2) The adult Christian shall run.
( 3) The mature Christian shall walk.
(See the author's book "On Eagles' Wings.")
(See Exodus 19:4 and Deuteronomy 32:11.)
VERSE

Chapter 41
THEME:
The Greatness of God and Weakness of man contrasted.
REMARKS:
This chapter continues the thought of chapter 40 in setting forth the great
ness of God. The emphasis here is not upon God as creator so much as His
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dealings with man. The Greatness of God is revealed in creation and human
history.
Some things in this chapter are rather enigmatic. It seems as if there is a
bare profile of prophecy in the background but the thought is that God will
protect and lead His own through the world fraught with pitfalls and dangers.
There is comfort here for the child of God.
OUTLINE:
1. GOD OVERRULES Individuals. Verses 1-6.
2. GOD OVERTURES Israel to Trust Him. Verses 7-20.
3. GOD OVERTURNS Idols. Verses 21-29.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The whole world of individuals is moving to judgment. A showdown
is coming between light and darkness-faith and unbelief.
VERSE 2 "Righteous man from the east" is a strong expression. Some have
found in it a veiled suggestion of Cyrus. The word actually refers to a quality
"righteousness
and not to a person. It could be a reference to the Coming
ofChrist to bring in the rule of righteousness.
VERSES 3-6 Since God is coming to right the wrongs and relieve injustices, in
dividuals who are right with God can be of good courage. Here is hope for
the little man who trusts God.
VERSE 7 In the emergency many resorted to making a temporary idol follow
ing their refusal to look to God.
VERSE 8 God now turns to Israel to comfort them in their distress. God chose
them when they were still Jacob--the crooked one. God made him "a prince."
Abraham is called the friend of God.
"And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and
it was imputed unto him for righteousness and he was called the Friend
of God"
(James 2:23)
God took him into confidence when He was about to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah.
Believers are called the friends of Christ today.
"Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
Lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have
heard of my Father I have made known unto you"
(John 15:15).
He longs to take us into His confidence.
VERSE 10 This verse has been the source of comfort for God's children in
every age.
VERSES 11-12 To oppose God is the height of folly which time alone will reveal.
VERSE 13 Here is God's gracious overture to trust Him- What comfort!
VERSE 14 It is not the goodness of man which prompts God to hold man's
hand. Note well the expression "thou worm Jacob." He is "thy redeemer."
VERSE 15 Evidently a reference to the witness of the remnant which will bring
many down to repentance.
VERSE 16 Those that reject God are the chaff.
VERSES 17-20 This is a reference to material blessings of the Millennium.
VERSE 21 This is a challenge to idolators.
VERSE 22 Can idols explain the origin of the universe of man?
VERSE 23 Do idols know the future?
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Man cannot explain His past and he does not know his future apart
from God. That makes all of man's effort, apart from God, a very vain thing.
VERSE 25 This is a reference to the same one mentioned in verse 2. Here he
comes from the north.
VERSES 26-29 Confusion is the end result of idolatry or any philosophy which
is Anti-God or atheistic. It does not have an answer to the problems of life.
These man made systems cannot satisfy the human heart. The answer is
found in the "one that bringeth good tidings."
VERSE 24

Chapter 42
THEME:
Jesus, The Servant of Jehovah; Polemic against Idolatry, and Israel the
Servant of Jehovah.
REMARKS:
It seems imperative to us, that we discover and distinguish the two separate
servants mentioned in this chapter. The nation Israel is called the servant of
Jehovah. Delitzsch says, "Now the 'servant of Jehovah' is always Israel." The
nation is definitely in view in verse 19.
The Messiah, Jesus, the personal representative of the nation Israel, is definitely in view in verses 1-7. In Matthew 12:17-21 there is an application of
this prophecy to Jesus. The first 3 verses in this chapter are a fitting prophetic
outline of the introduction to Mark's Gospel. (Mark 1 :1-13). In Mark we see,
first of all, the beginning of the Gospel which goes back to Isaiah 40. Isaiah 40
introduces the forerunner who introduces the Messiah. In Mark He is God's
servant. He said:
"For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many"
(Mark 10:45).
We see God putting His Spirit upon Him in the baptism of Jesus.
Since Mark emphasizes the humanity of Jesus, it seems that the servant
character of the Messiah is given to set forth Jesus, the man. He identified
Himself with the nation Israel, that He might become the representative of that
nation as the perfect servant. The nation was a blind servant. The two servants
in this chapter are in contrast and are not identical.
It is said of Jesus that He ". . . took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men" (Philippians 2:7). It is well to emphasize
again that when Jesus became a man He not only identified Himself with all
humanity, but specifically with the nation Israel, "of whom as concerning
the flesh Christ came." As a Jew He became the servant of the human race and
"became obedient unto death even the death of the cross." It is well to note
that, as the Servant of Jehovah, He was obedient to the Father's will. He did
not obey men. He was not their servant. He shined no one's shoes, and He did
not become butler to Herod. He came to do the Father's will.
There is one further remark we need to make on this chapter which we have
called to the reader's attention before--the central section of this chapter is a
denunciation of graven images. All through this section there is a continual
repudiation of idolatry, the prevailing sin and seemingly incurable disease, of
the nation. God will not yield His place of supremacy to any form of idolatry.
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Anything to which a man gives his total life and longing becomes his idol. This
is the reason that covetousness is modern idolatry. It takes the place of God.
OUTLINE:
1. THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH-JESUS. Verses 1-7.
2. THE SCOURGE (sacrilege) of Idolatry-Graven Images. Verses 8-17.
3. THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH-Jacob-The Nation Israel.
Verses 18-25.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Behold"-This is a bugle call to arrest our attention and fix our
eyes upon Jesus. It reminds us of the injunction in Hebrews 3:1, " ... con
sider the apostle and the High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus."
CONSIDER JESUS is the theme of this section. It is "looking unto Jesus"
that will keep us from all modern forms of idolatry. "My servant"-This
descriptive title gives the tone of this new section of Isaiah. In the first 34
chapters of Isaiah the emphasis was upon the lofty plane of a sovereign
upon a regal throne where He sat in majesty "high and lifted up," ruling
in absolute power and righteousness. In this new section He is a servant
obedient even unto death, suffering for the sins of His subjects. The servant
character becomes dominant and prominent in this last division. "In whom
my soul delighteth"-". . . Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased"
(Mark 1:11).
VERSE 2 Dr. Ironside says that this verse delivered him from being a rude
witness for Christ. He saw that our Lord was a "perfect gentlemen," and that
He never forced His will or attention upon those who resisted it.
VERSE 3 This verse is quoted in Matthew 12:20. He would not harm or crush
a poor human being who had been bruised and beaten by life. However if
a man was ready to ignite because of deliberate and wilful sinning, our Lord
did not move to stop him. Truth is always the insignia of His judgment.
VERSE 4 This verse is projected into the future and will be fulfilled in the
kingdom.
VERSE 5 God rests His authority and right of way on the fact that He is The
Creator.
VERSE 6 Jesus is a light of the world today. He will also be the light of the
Gentiles in a coming day.
VERSE 7 Christ performed these miracles, when here the first time, as cre
dentials of the King.
VERSE 8 Now begins God's polemic against idolatry. God never shares His
essential glory with any of His creatures. There is a glory H e communicates
to His Church.
"And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they be
one, even as we are one"
(John 17:22).
God never permits any creature to take His place as God in the affections
and devotions of His creatures.
VERSE 9 Only God can predict the future accurately.
VERSE 10 All creatures on this earth will sing praises unto God in the kingdom.
VERSE 11 All earthly creatures will worship God in that coming day.
VERSE 12 "Islands"-this word occurs in verses 4 and 10 as well as here. It
literally means the sea washed shores and means the continents where the
Gentiles dwell.
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13 This Servant who is gentle and gracious will judge the people.
14 The patience of God will finally end and the Servant will judge.
15 The physical earth will be affected.
16 This is the way He leads His own. They are blind to the future. He
is not so He will lead all who put their trust in Him.
VERSE 17 The idolators are warned.
VERSES 18-19 He identifies the blind servant here as His own people Israel.
"Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen:
that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before
me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me"
(Isaiah 43:10).
They are blind and deaf to God now, but their eyes will be opened some
day and they will turn to God. God will yet restore them to their land.
"Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar
off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as
a shepherd doth his flock"
(Jeremiah 31:10).
VERSES 20-21 This points to that future day.
VERSE 22 This people is Israel, the nation.
VERSE 23 God calls upon those who think He has rejected Israel to listen to
Him.
VERSE 24 The people and nation are identified as Israel. God scattered him
and God will regather him.
VERSE 25 The chastening of the Lord did not cause the nation to repent and
return to God.
Did this thwart the purposes of God?
The answer of course is a loud, negative--"NO."
The next chapter (Isaiah 43) will give abundant evidence that our an
swer is the correct one.
VERSE
VERSE
VERSE
VERSE

Chapter 43
THEME:
God Created and Redeemed Israel: He will yet Choose and Restore Them.
REMARKS :
Sections such as this, in Scripture, make it tantamount to unbelief to deny
that God has no further purpose with the nation Israel. "Hath God cast away
his people? God forbid," is the question of Scripture which is answered by
Scripture.
The present preservation of the nation Israel is a miracle. The present punish
ment of the nation Israel is because they occupy such a strategic place in the
plans of God.
"You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will
punish you for all your iniquities"
(Amos 3:2).
Their future restoration and redemption is demanded by the wisdom and
love of God.
God has certain prerogatives as Creator and Redeemer which enable Him
to exercise His sovereign will freely. This He has done in His past dealings with
the nation, Israel, and this is the basis of His future dealings with the nation.
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This chapter continues the same discourse begun in chapter 42, but the con
trast is obvious. The last chapter closed on the sad and dark note of judgment.
This chapter opens in the white light of His preservation and redemption.
OUTLINE:
1. RETROSPECT-Creation, Redemption, and Preservation of the nation
Israel. Verses 1-12.
2. PROSPECT-Judgment, Deliverance and Redemption of Israel in the
Future. Verses 13-28.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 God addresses the nation Israel in this section. That is made clear.
Note their sad origin-Jacob. God took a rib from Adam to make a woman.
God took a sad specimen like Jacob and created a nation. God also redeemed
them by blood and power from Egypt. They became Israel a prince with God.
They belonged to God because of creation and redemption.
VERSE 2 This is a promise which specifically applies to Israel. Likewise it is
a promise that any child of God can claim in the hour of emergency for the
promises of God are "yea and amen." Another has written, "oftentimes faith
finds no footing and has to float on these promises."
He led Israel through the Red Sea. He delivered the three Hebrew chil
dren from the fiery furnace. He delivers His own today.
VERSE 3 God, as Saviour, is still the Holy One. He does not lower His high
standard in salvation. How could God give Egypt and Ethiopia a ransom
for Israel? Scripture says:
"None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a
ransom for him"
(Psalms 49:7).
As we noted under REMARKS their punishment has been extreme (Amos
3 :2). Now the other nations are being punished, and the punishment of
Israel is passed over to the other nation.
It might be well to consider certain passages in this connection.
"The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for
the upright"
(Proverbs 21:18).
"The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his
stead"
(Proverbs 11:8).
"The Lord hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the
day of evil"
(Proverbs 16:4).
VERSE 4 Instead of Israel being punished now, others receive their just deserts.
VERSES 5-6 God states in clear cut language that He will regather the nation
Israel.
"Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar
off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him and keep him, as
a shepherd doth his flock"
(Jeremiah 31:10).
"And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other"
(Matthew 24:31).
VERSES 7-8 God as creator operates by grace in His dealings with His people.
Actually they are blind and deaf but they have eyes and ears. God can make
them see and hear.
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9 If the nations have gods that they think are superior let them bring
them forth and see if they can predict the future.
VERSE 10 God recognizes no competitor or equal. He, alone, is God!
VERSE 11 Likewise He recognizes no one else in the saving business. If there
is no other Saviour than God, and if Jesus is the Saviour, then Jesus is God.
VERSE 12 When God's people eliminate idolatry, then God will move and save.
Israel was a witness to the whole world in a world of polytheism (many
gods). They were to bear witness to the unity of the Godhead.
VERSE

"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord."
The church is a witness to the world of atheism. (No god).
"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1 :8).
The Church is to bear witness to the Trinity.
13 "Let"-means to hinder. God is before all creation. Time is a
"created thing." No creature can slip out of the hand of God or escape out
of His reach.
VERSE 14 The ultimate destruction of Babylon is foretold.
VERSE 15 Surely it is inescapable that the nation Israel is in view. God takes
responsibility for bringing them into existence. Let every anti-Semite ponder
this, He is their King-This is another affirmation of the Deity of Christ for
He is their King.
VERSES 16-17 This is a reference to the crossing of the Red Sea.
VERSE 18 They were to forget the former things which God had done in their
midst.
VERSE 19 The reason for forgetting was because the new thing would so out
shine the former that it would become inconsequential. The little candle
makes a noticeable light in the midnight darkness, but the sun at midday
puts it out though it is still shining: Evidently the new thing is the miraculous
manner in which God will regather Israel.
VERSE 20 Again this speaks of the manner in which God will preserve and
restore Israel to Palestine.
VERSE 21 This speaks of God's eternal purpose with the nation lsrael.
VERSE 22 The present condition of Israel is no barometer of their future
position and character. They had forgotten God.
VERSES 23-24 They had failed to bring the sacrifices which looked forward
to the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross. They were attempting to force God
to fellowship with them as undiluted sinners who failed to recognize their
sins. All of this wearied God.
VERSE 25 Their neglect to offer that which was typical of Christ's death would
not deter God from sending Christ to die that sin might be blotted out for
those who would accept Him.
VERSE 26 This reminds us of Isaiah 1:18.
VERSE

"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool."
27 This is evidently a reference to Abraham. Surely Scripture records
his failures and sins. We have only to mention the matter of him lying to
Pharaoh about Sarah, his wife.

VERSE
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"Thy teachers" means "interpreters." Those who interpreted God to the
people had faults and sins. Remember Samson, Samuel, and David.
VERSE 28 Their present condition is a judgment from God, but it is not their
final state.

Chapter 44
THEME:
The Pouring Out of The Spirit; Satirical Denunciation of Idolatry; and the
Identification of Cyrus.
REMARKS:
This chapter continues the theme of the last. However the last chapter closes
with the dark mention of coming judgment. This chapter moves into the light
of the coming kingdom. That is the time that the Holy Spirit will be poured out,
not the Day of Pentecost as we shall see under COMMENT verse 3.
There is in this chapter a brilliant and bitter satire against idolatry which
is devastating. This is the recurring theme of this particular section. The human
heart has a way of turning from God to some idol. Today we do not go after
graven images, but anything to which a person gives himself, instead of to the
true God, is an idol. It can be a career,
the making of money, seeking for fame,
pleasure, sex, alcohol, self adoration and business. These are our idols; O Ameri
ca! The high point of the prophet's polemic against idola try will come in chapter
46. There we shall have occasion to conside r this subject further and to examine
the real distinction between God and an idol.
The last verse of this chapter belongs, obviously, to the next, and is an ex
ample that chapter divisions are not always helpful. Chapter divisions were
inserted by men long after the Bible was written. Since they are entirely man
made they have nothing to do with the inspiration of the Scriptures. We shall
see in the next chapter that the last verse of this chapter concerning Cyrus could
well belong to chapter 45, from which it is presently detached.
OUTLINE:
1. The PROMISE of The Spirit. Verses 1-8.
2. The POLEMIC Against Idolatry. Verses 9-20.
3. The PROMPTING to Remember J ehovah. Verses 21-27.
4. The PROPHECY Concerning Cyrus. Verse 28.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The nation Israel is still designated as a servant (et. al. verses 2, 21).
Note also the twofold name given to the nation- Jacob a nd Israel. This has
no reference to the division of the kingdom but the spirit of a crooked Jacob
which caused the division.
VERSE 2 "Jesurun" means "the upright." This name corresponds to Israel but
is in contrast to Jacob-"the crooked." J esurun occurs first in Deuteronomy
32: 15; 33 :5, 26, and apparently is a synonym for Israel. It is well to note
that God did not choose Jacob, but J esurun, what God could do with Jacob.
God n ever chooses a sinner to leave him in his sin, but rather to save him from
his sins.
VERSE 3 Here we have the pouring out of the Spirit which corresponds to
Joel 2:28-32.
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"And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon
the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my
spirit. And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood,
and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord
come. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name
of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall
be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord
shall call."
Obviously all of these things were not fulfilled at Pentecost. In fact, none
of these things were fulfilled. All that Peter said was that it was similar to
what Joel had promised.
"But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come
to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: and on my
servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And I will shew wonders in heaven
above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke: the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before that great and notable day of the Lord come: and it shall come to
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved"
(Acts 2:16-21).
The Spirit was not poured out on all flesh at Pentecost. Only 120-then
3,000-but never "all." After 1900 years it is still not "all." It will be in
the kingdom of which both Joel and Isaiah spoke.
VERSE 4 This speaks of 100 percent fruit bearing in the kingdom.
VERSE 5 The nation Israel will confess that they belong to Jehovah in that day.
He will not be ashamed of the lowly name of Jacob, and will dare appropriate
the lofty name of Israel. The ending of the surname will not be "-witz". or
"-sky" but Israel.
VERSE 6 This is a dogmatic assertion concerning monotheism. Notice the titles
that God claims in relation to His people-"King of Israel" (never king of
the church), Redeemer, Lord of the heavenly hosts of uncounted myriads,
Author and Finisher and alone in His awful majesty.
VERSE 7 If there is another god let him come forward and declare the future.
This is the real test.
VERSE 8 Israel is a witness to the oneness of God. They were to bear witness
to monotheism. If there were another god surely the Omniscient God would
have, at least, heard of him.
VERSE 9 Here begins the brilliant satire against idolatry. Those who make
images are witnesses to the senseless character of their gods. An image does
not even have the five ( 5) senses of a human being. An image cannot see
or hear.
VERSE 10 The people create their gods not God creating the people. This is a
vain and unprofitable business.
VERSE 11 Imagine men making gods-they should be ashamed.
VERSE 12 First of all the artificer of metals works hard in forging a god from
some metal, but this labor weakens him and reveals he is but a man. It is
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ironic that a poor frail man could make a god that would be strong enough
to help the poor frail man.
VERSE 13 The workman in wood now contributes his talent and labor to making the god. First of all the god is put on the drawing board and is measured.
Imagine measuring the infinite God. When the carpenter finishes, the image
looks like a man-not God. What irony!
VERSE 14 The origin of a man-made god begins in the forest. It is first a tree.
The god does not create the tree but visa-versa.
VERSE 15 The chips and scraps, from the production of a god, are used to
kindle a fire for the man to warm himself and to bake bread. This is the
only practical and helpful contribution that comes from the making of a
god. In fact the scraps are more helpful than the image.
VERSE 16 The only pragmatic value of the idol comes from the scraps which
warm the body and cook the food. This is more than the idol can do.
VERSE 17 This is biting satire. Actually the idol of wood and metal constitutes
the scraps and this a man sets up and bows down before as his god. Imagine
calling upon this hand-made product to deliver him.
VERSE 18 Men prove themselves as senseless as the idol they worship by this
procedure.
VERSE 19 They do not realize that the warming of the body and the cooking of
the meal with the wood is a good thing, but when part of the wood is worshipped it becomes an abomination.
VERSE 20 Idolatry is self deception.
VERSE 21 Israel is urged to turn from such atrocious acts. They are to remem
ber that God formed them. They are not to make a god.
VERSE 22 God has done something no idol can do. God has redeemed Israel.
VERSE 23 All creation is to join in praising God because He is Israel's Redeemer-even the forest is to praise God.
VERSE 24 God is both Redeemer and Creator.
VERSE 25 God will bring confusion to the worldly wise who deny Him.
VERSE 26 Again God makes it clear that Jerusalem and the cities of Judah are
still in His program for the future.
VERSE 27 A reference to the Red Sea crossing and a look into their coming
deliverance.
VERSE 28 This is a remarkable prophecy concerning Cyrus. He is named here
about two centuries before he was born. He is designated as "my shepherd."
This is the only instance where a pagan potentate is given such a title. He
is one of the unusual pictures of Christ. We shall develop this in the next
chapter.

Chapter 45
THEME:
The Identification of Cyrus, The Creation of the Material Universe, and The
Salvation of Israel.
REMARKS:
This chapter is again the continuation of the theme of a succeeding chapter.
This chapter begins with Cyrus as the last chapter closed with him. It is rather
unfortunate that the last verse of the last chapter is not the first verse of this
chapter. It is indeed remarkable that Cyrus would be named and identified al101

most two hundred years before he was born. This unusual prophecy has caused
the liberal critic to construct, out of the web of his imagination, the figment of
"the great unknown" writer of this section of Isaiah. The fact that Isaiah could
name a man two centuries before he appears is too strong a tonic for the weak
faith of an unbeliever. We shall consider this remarkable prophecy in detail
under COMMENT.
There are several other striking statements in this chapter which we consider
when we come to the verses under COMMENT.
OUTLINE:
1. The Calling of Cyrus Before He was Born. Verses 1-6.
2. The Creation of the Universe Before All Time. Verses 7-14.
3. The Continuance of Israel for All Time and Eternity. Verses 15-25.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 Cyrus is named and identified before he is born. There was a lapse
of about 200 years. It would be humanly impossible to perform this feat.
Jesus Christ was named and identified nearly 2,000 years before He came
(Genesis 49:10). Isaiah 49:33 needs to be considered with this verse. Cyrus
is given titles of dignity which make him a Gentile figure of Christ. He is
called shepherd, a title that prefigures Christ. He is also given, in this verse,
the title of "anointed"- Messiah- Christ. This is quite remarkable. Doubtless
he was given this title because he delivered them from captivity and per
mitted them to return to the Land of Promise. He also encouraged those who
remained to send rich gifts of gold, silver and many precious things with
those who returned. In this respect he was a Gentile Messiah of Israel and
a vague forshadowing of the One who was to come.
"The two leaved gates" is evidently a reference to the numerous gates of
Babylon which shut Israel out from returning to Palestine.
VERSE 2 God also broke down the gates of Babylon which shut Cyrus out and
permitted him to capture this strong nation.
VERSE 3 The rich treasures of Babylon, which the kings of Babylon had taken
as spoils of war from all nations especially Jerusalem, fell to Cyrus.
VERSE 4 The question may rightly be asked why God would mark out this
lone king and identify him by name. The answer is found here. It was to let
His people, Israel, know that He had not forsaken them, and they would be
able to recognize Cyrus when he appeared in history and they would be
assured that he was their deliverer. What joyful assurance this must have
been to God's people when Cyrus came to the throne.
Cyrus is a character in history (Daniel 10:1). The ruins of his tomb have
been found in Pasargardae, Iran, bearing this inscription, "who founded the
Persian Empire and was King of Asia . . . Therefore grudge me not this
monument."
God chose Cyrus before he knew the Lord. It is reasonable to conclude
that Cyrus came to know the Living and True God.
"Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given
me all the kingdoms of earth; and he hath charged me to build him an
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah"
(Ezra 1 :2).
There is a reason why he befriended Israel as we shall see in the next
verse.
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5 This was God's word to Cyrus. Cyrus was a monotheist as were all
the Persians. Zoroastrianism began and flourishea in this land. They did
not worship idols, but this does not mean they knew the True God. God here
introduces Himself to them as the One God who has no equal and the One
who chose Cyrus.
VERSE 6 This was the great message for the world of polytheism and idolatry.
VERSE 7 Zoroastrianism teaches that Mazda is the God of light. God says He
creates light and that it is no god. Darkness was the god of evil-Ahriman.
God takes responsibility for darkness. He does not create evil however. The
better translation is "sorrow," "difficulties," and "tragedies" which are the
fruit of sin. This is the Old Testament way of saying, "The wages of sin is
death."
VERSE 8 God does create all good things and the fruits of good things. "His
reward is with Him."
VERSES 9-10 There may be some who will protest God taking the future in His
hands like this---even choosing and naming a king. This is God's answer to
that. It reminds us of Romans 9:19-21.
"Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath
resisted his will? Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against
God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou
made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?"
VERSE 11 God can be proven and tested by prophecy.
VERSE 12 God claims to be Creator-note that He sketched out the heavens.
Space is a creation.
"Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus Our Lord" (Rom. 8:39).
VERSE 13 God is the Creator of man and His Redeemer.
VERSE 14 The enemies of Israel will finally come with Israel to God-confessing their need of Him. He will finally prevail and conquer.
VERSE 15 This is the heart cry of the prophet in praying that God's ways are
unfathomable and are past finding out.
VERSE 16 Confusion is the end of those who oppose God. The world is moving
again toward a Tower of Babel.
VERSE 17 Those who believe God is through with Israel should take a long
look at this passage. Israel's salvation is everlasting.
VERSE 18 "He created it not in vain"-this expression is found in Genesis 1:2
-"tohu-va-bohu"-God says here He did not create the earth "tohu-va
bohu." Evidently some catastrophe produced this sad state-Genesis 1 :2.
VERSE 19 Another test of God's dealings is the fact they are right.
VERSE 20 The whole world is urged to turn to God.
VERSE 21 God is one God-He is just -He is the Saviour.
VERSE 22 This is the verse that an ignorant man used which was responsible
for the conversion of Chas. Spurgeon.
VERSE 23 "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father"
(Philippians 2:10-11).
VERSE 24 The prophet saw that the righteousness of God alone sufficed for the
salvation of man.
VERSE 25 The Lord alone can justify Israel as He alone can justify a sinner.
VERSE
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Chapter 46
THEME:
Defeat of the Idols of Babylon; Declaration to Israel of Salvation; and
Denunciation of Pan-idolatry.
REMARKS:
This chapter contains one of the finest satires against idolatry. that is found
in the Word of God. It opens with the announcement of defeat against the idols
of Babylon in particular. This seems strange since Babylon had not yet come
to the front as a world power and was not the enemy of Israel. Nevertheless
Babylon was the source of all idolatry and it is fitting that after announcing the
defeat of the idols of Babylon the prophet proceeds to denounce all idolatry
with an injunction to Israel not to forsake the true God.
With bitter irony and biting satire the prophet portrays the helpless state of
the idol to render any real assistance in times of emergency. This will be seen
more clearly as we consider the separate verses under "COMMENT."
The sharp distinction between God and idols is clearly made in this chapter.
This may be stated in very simple language. God had carried and borne Israel
through the long weary centuries of their sinful past. An idol is something you
have to bear as a burden and carry if it gets anywhere. The real distinction is
this: Does your God (god) carry you or do you carry Him (him)? Is your
religon a burden bearer or is it a burden? This is the difference between the true
and the false.
OUTLINE:
1. Pronouncement of Judgment Against The Idols of Babylon. Verses 1-2.
3. Promise of Salvation by Jehovah. Verses 3-4.
3. Proclamation of God against All Idolatry. Verses 5-13.
COMMENT:
1 Bel and Nebo are gods of Babylon.
"Bel" is the shortened form of "Baal" and it is found in the first part
of "Beelzebub." Beelzebub is Satan.
"And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then
his kingdom stand? And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do
your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges"
(Matthew 12:26-27).
"Nebo" means "speaker" or "prophet."

VERSE

The natives of Lycaonia mistook Barnabas for "Bel" or Jupiter, and Paul
for "Nebo" or Mercury for he did the talking. This verse infers that Satan
is back of idolatry.
In this modern day we are not given to Idolatry of the type of Babylon
but Satan is still our enemy and the battle rages on another front.
"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against spiritual wickedness
in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand. Stand therefore, having your lions girt about with truth, and
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having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God: praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for
all saints"
(Ephesians 6:10-18).
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour"
(I Peter 5:8).
Covetousness is considered idolatry in this day.
"Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry"
(Colossians 3:5).
We are warned "to try the spirits."
This verse announces the defeat and subjugation of Satan as represented
in the idols of Babylon. Surely joy and comfort are found here for the child
of God in any age.
VERSE 2 In the time of crisis the idols could not deliver, but were defeated
instead.
VERSE 3 This should constitute a warning and a red light on the highway Israel
was traveling. God had been carrying Israel.
VERSE 4 Here is the distinction between the true and false. God had not only
been carrying the nation, hut He had carriedeach individual from the cradle
to

the

grave.

(1) God carries our sins--"He hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows."
"Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on
eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself''
(Exodus 19:4).
Our Lord said, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and
I will give you rest."
(2) God carries our care.
"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you" (I Peter 5:7).
(3) God carries us.
"The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms:
and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy
them"
(Deuteronomy 33:27).
"He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou
trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler"
(Psalm 91:4).
VERSE 5 The reason that it is so difficult to explain God is because He is in
finite and we are finite and live in a finite universe. There is nothing with
which to compare Him. He cannot be reduced to our terminology without
losing all meaning. He cannot be translated into human language. This ex
plains one of the reasons that God became a man.
(1) Jesus revealed God.
(2) Jesus redeemed man.
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VERSE 6

Here begins the satire on idolatry. This is a metallic image that excels
the wooden image in beauty and value. (Rememberthe dream of Nebu
chadnezzar of a multi-metallic image).
Here the wealth of man is expended in making an idol, the best of ma
terials, the genius of mind, the skill of man's hands, and the devotion of his
heart. Men worship their own workmanship-actually themselves. They can
not lift themselves above themselves, but actually lower themselves in so
worshipping.
VERSE 7 After such an outlay of wealth, time, and effort you would think that
the idol would reciprocate by doing something for man, at least make the
burdena little lighter. On the contrary the idol becomes a burden and must
be carried as an added weight. How utterly ridiculous is idolatry.
We might ask ourselves the question-Does our religion carry us or do we
carry it? Is it a millstone or a stepping stone?
VERSE 8 God calls upon men to act as intelligent creatures and not as animals.
(Isaiah 1 :18). If they would only reason out the folly of idolatry that would
deter them from committing an abomination.
VERSE 9 God suggests that they scan their past history containing the unmistakable leading of the Lord. Is that not enough to stir their hearts and en
courage them to play the part of a man?
VERSE 10 Not only is the past a stimulus to faith, but the future is even more
so. God has moved into the area where no man or idol dares to go. He moves
into the future and records prophecy as if it were history. It always comes
to pass in just the way God predicated. This reveals the superiority of God.
VERSE 11 This is a strange prophecy. He does not predict a glorious future
in the immediate preview. A ravenous bird is coming up against His people.
Is this Babylon?
Jesus predicted that birds would roost in the mustard tree and birds
would take the seed sown away. He predicted for our day no world wide
conversion but a total apostasy.
VERSES 12-13 However there will also be salvation for Israel and this God will
not delay. There is a glorious day beyond the night of weeping. This is sure.
Our God has spoken it.

Chapter 47
THEME:
The Decline and Fall of Babylon.
REMARKS:
This is the third occasion, in this book (Chapters 13-14-21) in which we
have considered the prediction of the doom of Babylon. This is indeed remark
able in view of the fact that Babylon at this time was a very small and insignificant kingdom. It was almost a century before it would become a world power.
It had been in existence since the days of the Tower of Babel and had influenced
the world religiously. Apparently Babylon is to be rebuilt and will become a
global power in the end times.
There is a spiritual meaning for us of the present who have nothing to do
with Babylon of the past or of the future. The Babylon of the past lies under the
rubble and ruins of judgment. Its glory is diminished by the accumulated dust
of the centunes. We can see this Babylonian tendency today in the political
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realm as represented in the United Nations. We see the commercial combine
coming to pass in the breaking down of economic barriers among the nations of
Europe--England, France and Italy-England doing business with China, etc.
We see the religious combine in both Romanism and the World Council of
Churches.
There surely is a message for us in the ruins of ancient Babylon and mystery
Babylon.
The captivity of Judah and the fall of Babylon are clearly set before us here.
OUTLINE:
1. THE
2. THE
3. THE
4. THE

DECLINE of Babylon. Verses 1-5.
DELIVERANCE of Israel into the Hands of Babylon. Verses 6-9.
DETAILS for the Destruction of Babylon. Verses 10-11.
DILEMMA of Babylon. Verses 12-15.

COMMENT:
VERSE 1 "Down, Down" is the command of God to Babylon; the same as a
dog is called to obedience. Babylon is called a virgin because she had not yet
been captured by an enemy. Before she arrived at the lofty height to which
she attained her decline is declared in clear terms.
VERSE 2 This verse describes the indescribable humiliation to which she was to
be subjected.
VERSE 3 Why should God take such awful vengeance upon this city. He is not
vindictive but He vindicates His holiness and righteousness.
VERSE 4 Israel in captivity must look to Jehovah for deliverance. He has not
forsaken them.
VERSE 5 "The lady of kingdoms" is the pet name of Babylon which speaks of
all her comforts, compromise, and confusion. Her fall is inevitable-God has
spoken.
VERSE 6 God delivered His people into the hand of Babylon, because they had
sinned against Him. He was judging His own people. This is the message of
the little prophecy of Habakkuk.
VERSE 7 God's judgment of His people deceived Babylon. They thought that
it was by their might and power that they had taken God's people.
VERSE 8 Babylon was arrogant and careless, not believing that a frightful fall
was coming.
VERSE 9 The suddenness of the fall of Babylon is recorded in the book of
Daniel, (chapter 5).
VERSE 10 Babylon was actually trusting her own wickedness, wisdom, and
weapons.

VERSE 11 Again the swiftness of the destruction of Babylon is forecast.
VERSE 12 God satirically urges Babylon to turn to the witchcraft in which she
trusted for a way out.
VERSE 13 Confusion characterizes Babylon at this time. The city lives up to its
name--Babylon means confusion.
VERSE 14 Judgment is determined. It will not be deferred.
VERSE 15 The great economic strength which lay in her commerce could not
survive. It dwindled and died.
The Saviour had to destroy Babylon.
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Chapter 48
THEME:
God Has Not Cast Away Israel-Israel Shall Be Saved.
REMARKS:
This chapter brings us to the conclusion of the first minor division of the
last major division of Isaiah. All three of these last sections conclude with the
phrase, "peace to the wicked." The Messiah brings peace, but those who reject
Him will never know peace. Turning to idols is turning from the Messiah. As we
have seen this section has majored on a denunciation of idolatry. Idolatry is a
road that leads to Babylon. God, in this book, is traveling the lonely road to
Calvary.
OUTLINE:
1. LAST CALL to the House of Jacob-"Called by the name of Israel."
Verses 1-11.
2 . LONGING CALL to the Remnant of Israel-"My called" out of the
nation. Verses 12-22.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The whole House of Israel is addressed here; all of those who be
longed to the chosen line through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The apostate
nation here is given a final injunction to turn back to God. They speak of
the God of Israel as if they knew Him. Actually they neither know Him nor
serve Him. They have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof.
VERSE 2 They boast of being citizens of Jerusalem, but they only have a name
to live. They are actually strangers to God.
VERSE 3 God had given them ample evidence that He was God by predicting
the future and it came to pass as He had said.
VERSE 4 God
knew they were an obstinate people and He piled up evidence
to convince them and win their hearts. This they rejected.
"Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou
go to possess their land: but for the wickedness of these nations the Lord
thy God doth drive them out from before thee, and that he may perform
the word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this
good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked
people"
(Deuteronomy 9 :5-6).
VERSE 5 God told them of the future lest they give an idol credit for what
happened to them.
VERSE 6 This is the reason God raised up prophets not only to warn but to
speak of the future.
VERSE 7 There was always the danger that these people would say very smugly
that they already knew these things.
VERSE 8 They refused to be convinced and turn to God. What a picture of
obstinancy and stubborness! What a picture of the human heart.
VERSE 9 God will not deal with them according to their sins, but He finds the
reason
within Himself in His mercy and grace.
VERSE 10 Israel is
an elect nation but note the price of election. "I have
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction," is a statement of historical fact and
doctrinal truth.
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VERSE 12 It would seem here that God is no longer addressing the nation as a
whole, but confines His word to the remnant labeled, "My called." Our Lord
applied this title to Himself.
"And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not: I am the first and the last"
(Revelation 1:17).
VERSE 13 He is Creator and Preserver.
"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:
And he is before all things, and by him all things consist" (Col. 1:16-17).
VERSE 14 God will deal with Babylon in His own way, "Vengeance is mine."
VERSE 15 This is the heart cry of God.
VERSE 16 Here begins the plea of God's Messenger-the Lord Jesus Christ.
The words of Delitzsch are appropriate.
"Since the prophet has not spoken in his own person before; whereas, on
the other hand, these words are followed in the next chapter by an ad
dress concerning Himself from that servant of Jehovah who announces
Himself as the restorer of Israel and light of the Gentiles, and who cannot
be therefore either Israel, as a nation, or the author of these prophecies;
nothing is more natural than that the words, 'And now hath the Lord,'
etc., form a prelude to the words of the one unequalled Servant of Je
hovah concerning Himself, which occur in chapter 49. The surprisingly
mysterious way in which the words of Jehovah suddenly pass into those
of His messenger, can only be explained in this manner."
VERSE 17 Note the longing and loving plea of Jehovah to the Remnant.
VERSE 18 Had they obeyed God they would have experienced both peace and
righteousness.
VERSE 19 God never has been able to bless Israel to the fullest of His promise.
That is likewise true of the believer. Both Israel and the Church have ex
ceedingly precious promises, but neither have entered in experimentally to
all the blessings.
VERSE 20 God urged His people to leave Babylon after the captivity. Only a
small remnant returned.
VERSE 21 He takes them back to the deliverance out of Egypt where they are
left.
VERSE 22 This is the solemn benediction of this section where God's Servant
is set over againstall the idols of theheathen. He, alone, gives peace. "My
peace I give unto you.

Chapter 49
THEME:
Promise Concerning The Future of Christ and Israel.
REMARKS:
Israel was the servant of Jehovah, but as such, Israel had failed. Now God
speaks of another Servant of Jehovah who is Christ. This section seems to have
this twofold meaning. This is not something which is unusual. You find the same
109

thing in Hosea 11:1, where it is recorded, "When Israel was a child, then I
loved him, and called my son out of Egypt." In Matthew 2: 15, this is fulfilled in
Christ. This chapter opens with Christ speaking as the servant
As we open this chapter we are listening in on a discourse of Christ as truly
as the twelve apostles listened to Him in Galilee. In this chapter we see Christ
moving out to become the Saviour of the world. Israel is not forsaken for her
assured restoration to the land is reaffirmed.
In this chapter we are no longer treading the outer court, but we are moving
toward the Holy of Holies of the 53rd chapter.
OUTLINE:
1. DISCOURSE of Christ to the World. Verses 1-7.
2. DISCUSSION of Jehovah with Israel Regarding their Restoration.
Verses 8-21.
3. DIGRESSION Concerning the Judgment of Israel's Oppressors.
Verses 22-26.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 Christ is calling upon the nations of the world to hear. He was given
the name of Jesus before He was born and this name is to be proclaimed
throughout the world.
VERSE 2 "Never man spake as He spake" was the estimation of His enemies.
It is declared of Him.
"And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God"
(Revelation 19:15).
VERSE 3 This will be true of the nation, and it is true of Christ.
VERSE 4 Though He was rejected, and it may look as if He labored in vain,
His confidence is in God. Even His death was a victory. The emphasis in
this section is the suffering servant.
VERSE 5 At His first coming He did not gather Israel as they rejected Him.
He did something far more wonderful. He wrought salvation for the world.
God's purposes were not thwarted by the system of man.
VERSE 6 God had a far greater purpose in mind than just the regathering of
Israel. He was making Christ the Light of the world.
VERSE 7 "Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? ...
For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall
the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?"
(Romans 11:12, 15).
VERSE 8 God heard the prayer of Christ and He whom the nation crucified
will be the One before whom kings bow--even every knee must acknowledge
His Lordship.
VERSE 9 The word of reconciliation is now sent to all men.
VERSE 10 He is speaking here of the physical preservation of the nation.
VERSE 11 He is here directingour thoughts to the regathering of the nation.
VERSE 12
"Sinim" is China. They will be regathered from all nations.
VERSE 13 God's purposes in the earth center in the nation Israel. When they
are back in the land, then both the heavens and earth can rejoice.
VERSE 14 Even Israel thinks she is forsaken today.
VERSE 15 The facts were, they had forsaken God.
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VERSE 16 Some people like to have tattooed on their bodies the name of the
one they love. God says that He has engraven the name of Israel on the palm
of His hands; He cannot forget them.
VERSES 17-21 God here assures them that He has not forgotten nor forsaken
them.
VERSE 22 God assures Israel that the Gentiles will assist Him in the final
restoration of the nations to the land. Heretofore the Gentiles have scattered
them. This is a rather remarkable prophecy.
VERSE 23 Israel, who is the tail, will some day be the head.
VERSES 24-26 God will finally redeem Israel. Who is prepared to successfully
contradict and refute God's claim.

Chapter 50
THEME:
The Reason For The Rejection of Israel is Israel's Rejection of Christ.
REMARKS:
The Person of Christ comes before us more clearly as we come nearer to
chapter 53. At first there was merely a silhouette on a very drab background. He
was the Servant of Jehovah in chapter 42. Here He is the Suffering Servant
subjected to indignities and humiliation. We hear Him speaking in this chapter.
The chapter opens with God explaining why He set Israel aside. Isaiah, the
prophet, is projected into the future and then looks back to the first coming of
Christ. When Christ came God asked the pressing question, "When I came, was
there no man? When I called, was there none to answer?" The answer to these
two questions is obvious. Only a few shepherds, Simeon and Anna, and a
delegation of foreigners from the east. The religious rulers were not there. The
people were as indifferent and ignorant as the innkeeper at Bethlehem. When He
began His ministry we are told that the common people heard Him gladly. The
Pharisees, Priests and Scribes became His severest critics. Our Lord's complaint
to the nation was "ye will not come to me that ye might have life" (John 5:40).
"He came unto his own, and his own received him not"
(John 1:11).
Instead of a welcome and worship there was weeping and woe for Him. For
this sort of reception the nation is set aside.
"Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye
shall not see me henceforth, till ye say, Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord"
(Matthew 23:38-39).
OUTLINE:
(This chapter is similar to Psalm 2 in structural outline. All three Persons
of the Godhead speak).
1. GOD-THE FATHER STATES The Reason For The Rejection of Israel.
Verses 1-3.
2. GOD-THE SON SPEAKS Concerning His Humiliation. Verses 4-9.
3. GOD-THE HOLY SPIRIT SUGGESTS That Men Trust The Son.
Verses 10-11.
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COMMENT:
1 Under the Mosaic Law a man could put away his wife on the slightest
pretext.
"When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass
that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some unclean
ness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in
her hand, and send her out of his house"
(Deuteronomy 24:1).
A cruel and hard hearted man would take advantage of this to get rid of
his wife. God asks Israel the question on what grounds God set them aside.
Certainly God is not cruel or brutal. Israel is spoken of as the wife of Jehovah. This is the theme of Hosea. It was not a whim of God that caused
Israel to be set aside, but it was because of their sins and iniquities. These
are specifically named in the next verse.
VERSE 2 As we stated under "REMARKS" this was the specific sin for which
Israel was set aside--their rej ection of the Messiah. There was no man to
welcome Christ at His birth nor when He began His ministry. They re
jected and killed their Messiah. Hear the words of Peter.
"Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved
of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did
by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him, being de
livered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom God hath
raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible
that he should be holden of it"
Acts 2:22-24).
Someone may question that the first Person of the Godhead is used in
this verse and how could it be God the Father speaking? Let the words of
our Lord be a sufficient answer " he that hath seen me hath seen the Father,"
and "I and my Father are one."
WhenChrist came the dignity and worth of His person demanded that
men join angels in praise and worship. He was the Creator and Redeemer
and demanded reverence from the creature.
VERSE 3 The Lord Jesus Christ controls the universe that He created. The help
less
babe on the bosom of Mary could have spoken this universe out of
existence.
VERSE 4
The title by which Christ, the perfect Servant, addresses God is re
vealing. It is "Jehovah Adonai."

VERSE

"And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you"
(Exodus 3:14).
"Thy name, O Lord endureth for ever; and thy memorial, O Lord,
throughout all generations"
(Psalm 135:13).
Note that He came m eek and lowly to do the Father's will. He studied
the Word of God. This is something every Christian should know. His ear
was open to hear the voice of the Spirit speaking in the Word. God gave Him
the tongue of the learned and He knew how to comfort the weary.
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your soul. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light"
(Matthew 11 :28-30).
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5 This speaks of His crucifixion. Read Exodus 21:1-6; Psalm 40:6-8;
and Hebrews 10:5-7.
These passages make it clear that opening the ear refers to crucifixion.
VERSE 6 This was literally fulfilled when Jesus was arrested.
"Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him
with the palms of their hands"
(Matthew 26:67).
"Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus,
he delivered him to be crucified"
(Matthew 27 :26).
"And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him,
and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the
palms of their hands"
(Mark 14:65).
"And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck
Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest
so?"
(John 18:22).
VERSE 7 The confidence of Jesus, during the hours of His excruciating suf
fering, was in God. He was doing the Father's will and the Father was well
pleased. Jesus drank the bitter cup pressed to His lips by the Father.
VERSE 8 Now we come to the resurrection.
"Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justi
fication"
(Romans 4:25).
He is back from the dead and who can question that He did not make
satisfaction for the sins of the world.
"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us"
(Romans 8 :33-34).
Justification is connected with the resurrection of Christ.
VERSE 9 "What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can
be against us?"
(Romans 8 :31).
VERSE 10 The Wooing Word. The Holy Spirit speaks a soothing and implor
ing word to trust and rest in God's Servant.
VERSE 11
The Warning Word. This verse is in contrast to the preceding one.
There it is the wooing word. Here it is the warning word. The warning is to
those who walk in the light of their own fire, rejecting the One who is the
Light of the World.
This is a word of counsel to those who trust themselves, their ability,
character or works for their own salvation.
VERSE

Chapter 51
(The Alarm Clock Chapter)
THEME:
The Nation Israel Has a Place in the Past and Future Purposes of God.
REMARKS:
The impression might wrongly be drawn from the last chapter (chapter 50)
that God has set aside the nation Israel permanently. This chapter precludes any
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such thought or theory. Just as Israel has had a past, which was rooted in a very
small beginning, just so today they are small and set aside but this does not mean
God has forsaken them.
Israel is like a train which has been put on a sidetrack while God brings
the Church through on the main line, which is His present purpose with the
world. The train on the siding is not wrecked and will be brought out at God's
appointed time and routed to its eternal destiny. "For the Lord shall comfort
Zion."
This chapter is like an alarm clock. Mark the places when the expressions
occur like "hearken to me" and "awake, awake"; (verses 1, 4, 6, 7, 9, 17,21, and
21). God's time piece is not B-U-L-O-V-A or G-R-U-E-N, but I-S-R-A-E-L. In
this chapter God turns on the alarm to awake up those who are asleep that they
might know that the eternal morning is coming soon.
"And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night
is far spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light."
(Romans 13:11-12).
Has not a spiritual sleep and stupor seized upon the children of God in this
day? Do we not need to hear the alarm clock?
OUTLINE:
1. ORIGIN from past History of the Nation Israel. Small and lowly.
Verses 1-3.
2. OUTLOOK for the Future of the Nation Israel. Significant and Glorious.
Verses 4-16.
3. OUTLINE of present Conditions of the Nation Israel. Sinful and Desolate.
Verses 17-23.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This is a call to every sincere heart in Israel that longs to be righteous
and desires to know God. This is not limited to Israel but is a cosmic call to
every heart.
This is a call to look at the beginning of the nation and the race for that
matter. All believers know that they have been rescued from the sinking sand
and miry clay. They have been lifted from the pit of death and hell.
VERSE 2 This is a call to every pious Israelite to consider his beginning. Abra
ham and Sarai mark the beginning of the nation. Also God promised to make
them a blessing to the world. The nation Israel failed but God did not break
His promise as Christ came in fulfillment.
"Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will
shew thee. And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing" (Gen. 12:1-2).
"Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, and
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ"
(Galatians 3 :16).
VERSE 3 Zion is Jerusalem, the center of the Land of Promise. The land will
be restored as well as the people to the land.
VERSE 4 "O my nation"-is Israel. This is a word of glorious anticipation for
them.
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VERSE 5 "Righteousness" is Christ. He is made unto us " righteousness."
"Isles" means coasts and speak of all the inhabited continents and Islands.
"Mine arm" refers to Christ. (Read Isaiah 53:1).
VERSE 6 "Lift up your eyes"-wake up.
"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall
be burned up"
(II Peter 3:10).
Will the new earth and new heavens precede or follow the Millennium?
VERSE 7 This is a word of encouragement to the faithful remant in any age.
VERSE 8 We are on the victory side.
"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath:
for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord"
(Romans 12:19).
VERSES 9-10 "Ann of the Lord" refers to Christ and the salvation He wrought
on the cross. This is clear from Chapter 53. "Rahab" is Egypt as verse 10
indicates.
VERSE 11 This is another crystal clear prophecy that declares the return of
the redeemed Israelite back to the land. Nothing in the past can adequately
fulfill this prophecy.
VERSE 12 This is a continuation of the comfort stated first in Isaiah 40. They
are the redeemed now because since chapter 40 the suffering servant has
been introduced. Fear of man will be taken away from them. As long as man
stalks this earth uncontrolled in his sinful condition there is no freedom
from fear.
VERSE 13 Since they had forgotten God, they feared man. Cromwell has been
called the bravest man who ever lived. The explanation he gave is significant
"Fear God and you will not need to fear any man."
VERSES 14-16 God delivered Israel from Egypt that He might make them His
people. He will perform miracles again that He might say, " Thou art my
people."
VERSE 17 This is another sound of alarm. This time it is to alert them to profit
from their present distress. Even then they could make the judgment of God
upon them a profitable experience if they learned the lesson of suffering.
This nation has suffered more than any other people. History teaches that
and should occasion all of God's people to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
VERSE 18 Unfortunately Israel had not profited from her suffering and was
wandering in the dark. There had been no deliverer among her sons.
VERSE 19 Should not God's people, today, exercise a sympathy toward Israel?
The Christian ought to be the best friend that a Jew has.
VERSE 20 The nation Israel bears the marks of the rebuke of the Lord.
VERSE 21 God alerts them to come out of the spiritual stupor in which they
are.
VERSE 22 God has been pressing the cup of fury to their lips because of the
rejection of Christ, but the day is coming when He will remove the cup.
VERSE 23 The enemies of Israel will not escape the judgment of God. Every
nation that has majored in Anti-Semitism has fallen: Egypt, P ersia, Rome,
Spain, Belgium and Germany.
This chapter should alert the believers today that God will yet choose Israel
and that the events in the near east indicate that we are fast approaching the
end times although no specific prophecy is being fulfilled in this hour.
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Chapter 52
THEME:
Standing on The Threshold of the Kingdom, and The Introduction of the
King.
REMARKS:
The alarm clock is still ringing as we enter this chapter. It is the last call
for the Great Marriage Supper. The final invitation is going out. We enter this
chapter with great anticipation as we stand tiptoe on the threshold of the long
awaited event of the future, "Thy God reigneth." This is it. The long night of
weeping has ended. The long looked for day has arrived. The Gospel of the
kingdom has gone out to the world. This is not another gospel. Paul tells us that
there is not another gospel. God has never had but one foundation upon which He
saves men-that is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (I Corinthians
15:1-4). The response of men in different ages has been different. Abel brought
a little lamb, but we do not. Abel's lamb pointed to Christ, John the Baptist
preached repentance and those who heard him turned to Christ. This message of
repentance, the gospel of the kingdom, will go out to the world, and multitudes
will respond to it.
Many expositions place the last three (3) verses of this chapter with Isaiah
53 where it properly belongs. But we will follow our accepted chapter divisions,
considering it as an introduction to chapter 53.
OUTLINE:
1. INVITATION to the Redeemed Remnant of Israel. Verses 1-8.
2. INSTITUTION of the Kingdom to Israel. Verses 9-12.
3. INTRODUCTION of the Suffering Servant. Verses 13-15.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This is the long awaited word from Zion and Jerusalem. Her final
deliverance has come. The Millennial kingdom has arrived. Our Lord said
that Jerusalem would be trodden down of the Gentiles till the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled. Those times have ended. Jerusalem is at peace.
VERSE 2 The city that for 2500 years, so far, has been captive and trodden
down of the Gentiles, can now shake off her shackles of slavery.
VERSE 3 Since God received nothing from those who took His holy city captive,
He will give nothing in return.
VERSE 4 Jacob went down to Egypt by invitation, but his children were made
slaves. The Assyrians and others likewise oppressed them.
VERSE 5 God received no gain from the years of His people's rejection.
VERSE 6 This is a lovely thought. When He was here 1900 years ago they did
not know. If they had only known the day of His visitation. They will know
Him when He comes again and He will say "behold, it is I." This expression
is rendered freely by Lowth, "Here I am." How lovely.
VERSE 7 Feet are not ordinarily pretty. In fact they are unsightly. These feet
are "shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace." Preparation means
they are ready and willing to preach the Gospel under all circumstances. Shod
feet move more speedily than bare feet. This is the Gospel of the Kingdom
"Thy God reigneth." This, we have indicated, is not another Gospel. There
is only one Gospel.
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8 There will be praise and the unity of the faith in that day.
9 "Thy kingdom come" is now the answered prayer. Jerusalem is re
deemed. The Redeemer has come to Zion. There is joy on the earth. Israel
is back in the land. The Lord Jesus Christ is upon the throne of David. The
Church is in the New Jerusalem. The Devil is in the bottomless pit. "God is in
His heaven all is right with the world."
VERSE 10 All this was made possible because God laid bare His mighty arm
in redemption at His First Coming (Isaiah 53) and He will redeem and
restore Israel at His Second Coming.
All of God's created intelligences will see His salvation.
VERSE 11 This is personal cleansing and confession, not the withdrawal from
some organization or group of believers or unbelievers for that matter.
VERSE 12 Their return to Israel will not be in panic or fear. God will be their
vanguard and rearguard. He will return them in peace. Israel's return in
unbelief to that land today is to escape trouble and persecution elsewhere.
VERSE 13 This section constitutes a proper introduction to chapter 53. In this
verse we have the exaltation of Christ.
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should
how, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth.
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the
glory of God the Father."
(Philippians 2 :9-11)
VERSE 14 This verse sets before us the humiliation of Christ.
"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross."
(Philippians 2 :5-8)
It is not always a sign of orthodoxy to dwell upon the sufferings of Christ
upon the cross. It may be a sign of cruelty. After the three hours of darkness
upon the cross, the crowd must have been startled when the light broke upon
the cross. He did not look human-just a piece of quivering human flesh
all bloody. It was unspeakable. Little wonder God put the mantle of darkness
down upon the cross. Remember He was marred more than any man.
VERSE 15 "So shall he sprinkle many nations" could be translated, "So shall
He make with astonishment many nations." This carries out the thought that
His death will startle when properly understood. The death of Christ should
never become commonplace to anyone. His death was different. Let us keep
it that way. We have not told it properly unless it startles people.
Are you prepared now to consider the profound mystery of Isaiah 53?

VERSE
VERSE

Chapter 53
THEME:
The Substitutionary Death of Christ upon the Cross for Sinners.
REMARKS:
In chapter 1 we presented a message on that section to introduce the first
section of Isaiah-The Government of God- there we saw Jesus upon the throne.
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We present a message now for this last major division of Isaiah-The Grace of
God-Here we see Jesus upon the Cross.
A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE CROSS
Those who are acquainted with God's Word realize that the 53rd chapter
of Isaiah and the 22nd Psalm give us a more vivid account of the crucifixion of
Christ than is found elsewhere in the Bible. This may be a shock to many who
are accustomed to think that the four Gospels, alone, describe the sad episode of
the horrible death of the Son of God. If you will examine, carefully, the Gospel
account, you will make the discovery that only a few unrelated events, connected
with the crucifixion, are given and that the actual crucifixion is passed over
with reverent restraint. The Holy Spirit has drawn the veil of silence over that
cross, and none of the lurid details are set forth for the curious mob to gaze
and leer upon. It is said of the brutal crowd who murdered Him, that they sat
down and watched Him. You and I are not permitted to join that crowd. Even
they did not see all for God placed over His Son's agony the mantle of darkness.
Some sensational speakers gather to themselves a bit of notoriety by painting,
with picturesque speech, the minutest details of what they think took place at
the crucifixion of Christ. Art has given us the account of His death in ghastly
reality. You and I will probably never know, even in eternity, the extent of His
suffering.
"None of the ransomed ever knew,
How deep were the waters crossed,
Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed thro'
Ere He found His sheep that was lost."
Very likely God did not want us to become familiar with that which we
need not know. He did not wish us to treat, as commonplace, that which is so
sacred. We should remind ourselves constantly of the danger of becoming familiar with holy things. "Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord."
Isaiah, 700 years before Christ was born, lets us see something of His suf
fering that we will not find anywhere else. Before going further, we must pause
a moment to answer the question that someone, even now, is doubtless asking
"How do you know that Isaiah is referring to the death of Christ?-Isaiah wrote
700 years before Christ was born." That is just the question that the Ethiopian
eunuch raised when Philip hitch-hiked a ride from him in the desert. The Ethiopian eunuch was reading the 53rd chapter of Isaiah; we are even told the very
place in the chapter where he was reading. Philip answered the question in this
fashion. "When Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same Scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus." Christ, in John 12:38, quoted from Isaiah 53 and
makes application to Himself. Paul, in Romans 12:16, quotes from this same
chapter in connection with the Gospel of Christ. Without attempting to enlarge
upon this reference, we affirm that Isaiah 53 refers to Christ, and even more than
that, it is a photograph of the Cross.
This chapter tells us two things about Christ:
1. The SUFFERING of the Saviour. Verses 1-9.
2. THE SATISFACTION of the Saviour. Verses 10-12.

You will find that these two belong together-suffering and satisfaction.
Suffering always precedes satisfaction. Too many folk are trying to take a short
cut tohappiness by attempting to avoid all the trying experiences. There is no
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short route to satisfaction. Even God did not go that way. He could have avoided
the cross and accepted the crown, that was Satan's suggestion. Suffering comes
before satisfaction always. Phraseology bears various expressions: Through trial
to triumph-Sunshine comes after the clouds-Light follows darkness, and
flowers come after the rain clouds. That seems to be God's way of doing things.
Since it is His method, then it is the very best way. Perhaps you are sitting in
the shadows of life today, trails confront you, problems overwhelm you, the
fiery furnace is your present lot, and you have tasted the bitter without the sweet
-then let me encourage your heart and fortify your faith by saying that you are
on the same pathway that God followed, and that it leads at last to light if you
walk with Him-"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning."
Now let us look at:
The Suffering of the Saviour
This chapter opens with the enigmatic inquiry, "Who hath believed our
report?" The prophet seems to be registering a complaint because his message
is not believed. This which was revealed to him is not received by men. This is
always the sad office of the prophet. His message is rejected until it is too late.
God's messengers have not been welcomed with open arms by the world. The
prophets have been stoned and the message unheeded. That is true today. After
the last world war, when everyone was talking peace and safety, it was very
unpopular even to suggest that there might be another war. No, public opinion
then demanded that we sink all the battleships and disarm ourselves, for our
leaders told us that the world was safe for democracy. There were a few prophets
of God in that period standing in the pulpits of the land. They were not pacifists
but they did not care for war either. They declared in unmistakable terms that
God's Word said there would be wars and rumors of war so long as there was
sin, unrighteousness, and evil in the world. They stated that war was not a skin
disease but a heart disease.
When others declared that Christ was a pacifist, they called attention to the
fact that He had said that a strong man armed, keepeth his palace. I can recall,
as a boy, that the church I attended had just such a minister. He was a faithful
servant of Christ, and sought to please God rather than men. But his message
was largely rejected, and he was not popular with the crowd. Time has now
proven that he was right, and current events demonstrate that he was a friend
of this nation and not an enemy. He was a prophet of God and could say with
Isaiah. "Who has believed our report?" There are a few prophetic voices lifted
right now in America that are trying to call this Nation back to God before it
is too late, but the crowd is rushing headlong after another delusion.
Paul said the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness. From
ideas publicly expressed we are given to know that there are many to whom
the preaching of the cross is foolishness. So, to them, there is a lot of foolish
preaching, for which we offer no apology. God said they would identify the
preaching of the cross with foolishness. This message is a challenge to those folk
for there is a reason for them thinking as they do-God says, "The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: For they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them for they are spiritually discerned." Would that they
would give God a chance to talk with them!
It must be remembered that God does not use man's methods and ways to
accomplish things. God chooses the weak things of the world to confound the
mighty, and the foolish things to confound the wise. If we were to call in a
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specialist in a time of illness we certainly would not expect him to use the same
home remedies normally used by us. His procedure might appear foolish to us,
but we would follow it faithfully. Then should we not accord God the same deal
ing of fairness as the specialist?
There is a very definite reason why men do not believe in God's Gospel. Men
like to think of God as sitting somewhere in heaven upon some lofty throne. The
ancients spoke of the gods whose dwelling was not with mankind. The Greeks
placed their deities upon Mt. Olympus, and the Romans had Jupiter hurling
thunderbolts from the battlements of the clouds. It is foreign to the field of
religion that God has come down to this earth among men, and that He suffered
upon the shameful cross. That is too much to comprehend. The modern mind
calls that defeatism-they do not care for it. A suffering deity is contrary to
man's thinking.
There is a peculiar fascination about the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. There we
see One suffering as no one else ever suffered. There we behold One in pain as
a woman in travail. We are strangely drawn to Him and His cross. He said, "If
I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me." Suffering has a singular attraction.
Pain draws us all together. When you and I see some poor creature groaning
in misery, and covered with blood, our hearts instinctively go out in sympathy
to the unfortunate victim. Somehow we want to help. That is the reason that
the Red Cross makes such an appeal to our hearts. Our sympathies are made
keen toward those who are war's victims; the victims of 20th Century civilized
barbarism. Pain places all of us on the same plane. It is a common bond uniting
all the frail children of suffering humanity.
Look, with me, upon the strange sufferings of the Son of God. Let Him draw
our cold hearts into the warmth of His sacrifice and the radiance of His love.
Isaiah enlarges upon his first question by asking further, "To whom is the
arm of the Lord revealed?" "Bared arm." I say it reverently, but it means the
sleeve rolled up. Symbolic of a tremendous undertaking. When God created the
heavens and the earth, it is suggested that it is merely His fingerwork.
"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his
handywork" (fingerwork).
Dr. Talmage used to say that God created the physical universe and did not
even half try. When God created the heavens and the earth it was without effort.
He merely "spoke" them into existence. But when God redeemed man, it re
quired His "bared arm" for salvation was His greatest undertaking. One of the
objections offered to God's salvation is that it is free. If by that is meant that
forman it is free, then that is correct. Man can pay nothing, nor does he have
anythingto offer for salvation. The reason. that it is free for man is because it
cost God everything.He gave His Son to die upon the cross. Redemption is an in
finitetask that only God could perform. Salvation is free but it is not cheap.
Now we have brought before us the person of Christ. We are told something
of His origin on the human side:
"For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of
a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him."
Verse 2
Christ was a root out of a dry ground. At the time of the birth of Christ, the
family of David
had been cut off from the kingship. They were no longer princes,
they were peasants. The nation Israel was under the iron heel of Rome. The
Roman Empire produced no great civilization, they merely were good imitators
120

of great civilizations. There was mediocre achievement and pseudoculture. The
moral foundation was gone. A virile manhood and a virtuous womanhood were
supplanted by a debauched and pleasure loving citizenry. The religion of Israel
had gone to seed. They merely performed an empty ritual and the heart re
mained cold and indifferent. Into such a situation Christ came. He came from a
noble family that was cut off; from a nation that had become a vassal to Rome,
and a day and age that was decadent. The loveliest flower of humanity came
from the driest spot and period of the world's history. It was humanly impos
sible for His day and generation to produce Him, but He came nevertheless, for
He came forth from God.
The prophet focuses our attention immediately upon His suffering and death
upon the cross:
"He hath no form or majesty; and when we shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire Him."
Verse 2b.
Some have drawn the inference from this statement that Christ was unattrac
tive and misshapen in some way. Some even dare to suggest that He was repulsive in His personal appearance. That cannot be true for He was the perfect
man. The Gospels do not countenance nor lend support to any such viewpoint.
It was on the cross that this declaration of Him became true in a very real
way. His suffering was so intense that He became drawn and misshappen. That
cross was not a pretty thing, it was absolutely repulsive to view. Men have made
crosses of stone and neon lights and they look very attractive, but they do not
represent His cross. His cross was not good to look upon; His suffering was
unspeakable; His death was horrible. He endured what no other man endured.
He did not even look human after the ordeal of the cross. He was a mass of
unsightly flesh.
Naturally we are eager to learn why His death was different and so horrible.
What is the meaning of the depths of His suffering. Now note very carefully the
answer, "smitten of God and afflicted." The prophet was so afraid that you and
I would miss that, that he mentioned it three times: "The Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all." "Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him"-"He
hath
put him to grief." Consternation fills our souls when we recognize that it was
God who treated the perfect man in such terrible fashion.
Candidly, we do not understand it, and we are led to inquire why God should
treat Him in this manner. What had He done to merit such treatment? Look
for a moment again at that cross. Christ was on the cross six hours, hanging
between heaven and earth from nine o'clock in the morning until three o'clock
in the afternoon. In the first three hours man did his worst. He heaped ridicule
and insult upon Him, spat upon Him, nailed Him without mercy to the cruel
cross, and then sat down to watch Him die. At twelve o'clock noon, after He
had hung there for three hours in agony, God drew a veil over the sun and
darkness covered that scene, shutting out from human eye the transaction be
tween the Father and the Son. For Christ became the sacrifice for the sin of the
world. God made His soul an offering for sin, and He was treated as sin for we
are told that He was made sin for us who knew no sin. If you want to know if
God hates sin, look at the cross. If you want to know if God will punish sin, look
at the Darling of His heart enduring the tortures of its penalty. By what vain
oonceit can you and I hope to escape if we neglect so great salvation? That cross
became an altar where we behold the Lamb of God taking away the sin of the
world. He was dying for somebody else; He was dying for you and me. Listen
to the prophet:
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"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our ini
quities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."
He was merely taking your place and mine. He had done nothing amiss. He
was holy, harmless and undefiled and separate from sinners. He was a substitute
that the love of God provided for you and me so that He might save us.
Surely our hearts go out in sympathy to Him as He expires there upon the
tree. Certainly we are not unmoved at such pain and suffering. We would be
cold blooded indeed if there were no responsive chord in our hearts. When
Clovis, the leader of the Franks, was told about the crucifixion of Christ, he
leaped to his feet, drew his sword and exclaimed, "If I had only been there with
my Franks." Yet, my friend, Christ does not want your sympathy-He did not
die to win that.
Someone may be thinking that He died a martyr's death. He did not die a
martyr's death for He did not espouse a lost cause! He did not die as martyrs
who, in their death, sang praises of joy and confessed that Christ was standing
by them. He did not die like that for He was forsaken of God, "My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" His death was different-He died alone.
Someone else may feel like saying what a wonderful influence the death of
Christ should exercise upon our lives. As we contemplate His life and death,
most assuredly we ought to be persuaded to turn from sin. However, that has
not been the experience of men. That view will not satisfy as an explanation of
some other statements in this chapter. "All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the ini
quity of us all." None of these will suffice to explain His death, for He is the
Lamb of God that taketh away sin. He died for you and me--He took our place.
The Satisfaction of the Saviour
In this connection there is another phrase here that you hear quoted so often,
and generally in a wrong sense. He is identified as "a man of sorrows and ac
quainted with grief." The inference is drawn that Christ was a very unhappy
man while here upon earth, and to fortify this position, a few isolated incidents
are quoted where it says that He wept. Let me correct that if I can. Read on
in Isaiah 53 and you will find this, "surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried
our sorrows." It was our sorrow and grief that He bore; He was supremely
happy in His mission here upon earth for it is said of Him, "For the joy that was
set before him he endured the cross." Joyfully He took our place upon the cross.
He made that cross an altar on which was offered a satisfactory payment for the
penalty of your sins and mine. Willingly He died there, for it is further stated
that, "as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth."
Perhaps you are saying just now to yourself, "Preacher, that does not make
sense to me. I do not believe that nor do I care for that sort of religion. I do not
want God to make a sacrifice for me. I did not ask Him to do it." That is true my
friend that you did not ask Him to do it, but let me ask you a very plain and
fair question. I am sure that you will agree that man has got this world into
a very sad predicament today. The wisdom of man has failed to settle the issues
of this life. Had you ever thought that perhaps man may be wrong about the
next life when he dismisses God's remedy with a snap of the fingers. Vain
philosophy and a false science have not solved the problems of daily living. They
may be wrong about the Bible.
Now suppose for a moment that God did give His Son to die for you, and
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He did make such a tremendous sacrifice. Grant that the cross is God's remedy
for the sin of this world and that it is the very best that even God can do.
Suppose, also, that you go on rejecting His proffered and gracious offer of salva
tion, do you think that you can reasonably expect God to do anything for you
in eternity? If God exhausted His love, His wisdom, and His power in giving
Christ to die, what else can He do to save you? Suppose that Great Britain,
after all the effort that we are making today to save her, would turn her back
upon us and spit in our face. What do you suppose God can do for you when
you reject His Son Who died for you? He would come again this afternoon and
die again if that was needed to save you. It is no light thing to turn down God's
love gift to you.
That does not end the Gospel story, my friend. We do not worship a dead
Christ but a living one. He not only died; He arose again from the grave in
victory. He ascended back into heaven. This afternoon He is sitting at God's
right hand, and the prophet says "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and
shall be satisfied." We have a living and rejoicing Saviour this afternoon for His
suffering led to satisfaction. He took our hell that we might have His heaven.
He is happy for down through the ages multitudes, yea millions, have come to
Him and found sweet release from guilt, pardon for wrong-doing, and healing
from the leprosy of sin. Christ said there is joy in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, and that number can be multiplied by millions. Think of the joy and
satisfaction of Christ this afternoon. We have an happy Christ.
You can bring added joy to His heart by accepting the gilt of eternal life
that He longs to give you. He invites you to the foot of His cross. May this he
your prayer and mine this afternoon:
"Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand
The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day."
"Upon that cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see
The very dying form of One who suffered there for me;
And from my smitten heart with tears two wonders I confess
The wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness."

Chapter 54
THEME:
The Song That Accompanies Salvation and The Future Glories of Israel.

REMARKS:
After the sacrificial sufferings of the Servant in chapter 53, it is appropriate
that the next chapter opens with the imperative, "Sing." Only the redeemed have
a song.
The world sings the blues
The redeemed sing of blessings
The world has its rock 'n roll
The redeemed sing of redemption
The world plays jazz
The redeemed have the reality of joy.
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The redeemed will sing the song of redemption whether on earth or in heaven.
"And they sung a new song, saying Thou art worthy to take the book,
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth."
(Revelation 5 :9-10)
In this chapter we see the application of Christ's redemption to Israel and
the earth. The church is not in view here as the church is defined as a "chaste
virgin"- not a restored wife. People of all dispensations-past, present or future
-are saved by the redemption Christ wrought on the cross. Let the church not
rob Israel of the glorious benefits of Christ's redemption portrayed here.
OUTLINE:
1. REGATHERING and RESTORATION of Israel as the Desolate Wife of
Jehovah. Verses 1-10.
2. REJOICING AND RIGHTEOUSNESS of Israel as the Restored Wife of
Jehovah. Verses 11-17.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The first word after the crucifixion in Isaiah 53 is "Sing." It is a call
to Israel to sing. In the past Israel has been a barren wife.
Isaiah has already commented that the travailing of the past only produced wind. Her future is more glorious as there will be many children.
VERSE 2 The nation Israel has never occupied the entire land given to them
by the Lord.
"From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the
going down of the sun, shall be your coast."
(Joshua 1:4)
During the Millennium they will occupy the total borders. Also the city
of Jerusalem will push out into the suburban areas.
VERSE 3 The Gentiles have occupied most of the Land of Promise. They will
have to withdraw to their own borders.
VERSE 4 Their past is a cause for shame and deep humiliation, but then it
will all be under the blood, and they will pass over into the kingdom.
VERSE 5 God will own them then as His redeemed.
VERSE 6 Israel is today like a wife that has been divorced for adultery.
VERSE 7 The past is forgotten-although the long centuries slipped by so
slowly then it will seem to be only a brief moment in comparison to the great
blessings of the future. The Church has a similar promise.
"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are
eternal."
(II Corinthians 4:17-18)
VERSE 8 The wrath of God was small in comparison to His great mercy.
VERSE 9 God promised Noah never to destroy the earth again with a flood. God
has made this promise good. Just so will He make His promise good to Israel.
VERSE 10 This is a glorious promise. Read it again and again until the mean
ing breaks upon your heart. Then rejoice and be exceedingly glad for Israel.
VERSE 11 Now God begins to comfort Israel that she might rejoice.
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VERSE 12 Compare these descriptions to the New Jerusalem in Revelation
21 :9-27. God is a God of beauty. Sin is ugly.
VERSE 13 This is the day when the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the
earth. This brings peace.
VERSE 14 Peace brings righteousness. They belong together. Then comes free
dom from fear.
"Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed
each other"
(Psalms 85:10).
VERSE 15 No enemy will ever attack them again.
VERSE 16 God sent the enemies in the past but He will never permit another
to come against them.
VERSE 17 Even in the past and present, God has been opposed to anti-Semitism.
No enemy of God's chosen nation has ever prospered. The witnesses to this
truth are Pharaoh, Hamon, Herod, and Hitler.

Chapter 55
THEME:
God's Gracious and Global Invitation of Salvation.
REMARKS:
The work of the suffering Servant in chapter 53 makes possible the offer of
salvation in this chapter. In chapter 54 the invitation was confined to Israel.
Here the invitation is extended to the entire world. In chapters 54 and 55 we
have the results of the redemption wrought in chapter 53. The Gospel went first
to Israel and then to the Gentiles.
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek."
(Romans 1:16)
It is yet to find its complete fulfillment in Israel. Today it is world wide and
the only condition is the thirst. Although God's salvation is to be proclaimed to
every creature, only the thirsty will respond. This is not a mechanical offer
locked in the airtight compartment of God's election, but it rests upon the free
will of each hearer. He is urged, yea he is commanded to seek the Lord.
OUTLINE:
1. INVITATION to the world to accept Salvation of God. Verses 1-5.
2. INITIATION Into ways of God. Verses 6-9.
3. INSTITUTION of the Word of God. Verses 10-13.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The chapter and first verse open with a sharp form of address "Ho!"
It is the heart cry of God to every one to pause and consider His salvation.
He wants every weak soul to behold His mighty bared arm in salvation.
Though the invitation is ecumenical it is limited to a certain class-the
thirsty. Those who have drunk at the water holes of this world, having tasted
the flavors of its pleasures and are still thirsty, are bidden to come and
drink of the water of life. For those whose thirst has not been slaked by the
man made cisterns the invitation is to drink deep and long of the eternal
springs.
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"Let us listen then, as if we had never heard the melody of this tender
and gracious invitation before. Who are the guests here invited? All who
thirst! All that is needed to be welcome then, is-not to need (for that is
true of all)-but to want what is offered. Am I utterly dissatisfied with
myself? I thirst! Am I dissatisfied with all the world can offer me, and
of which I have tasted? I thirst! Is my spirit altogether dissatisfied with
all the formalism of religion; then do I thirst! Blessed thirst! It is the
only prerequisite to enjoyment!"
-Dr. F. C. Jennings
It is a three fold invitation expressed by the three times repeated "come."
Three types of drink are offered:
(1) "waters" The dual form is used as this water is too wonderful to be
expressed by the singular form. "Waters" also speaks of quantity as well as
quality. Water is essential to life and it speaks of the work of the Holy Spirit
-as regenerator and life giver. Water must be received first as it is life.
"In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying,
If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus
was not yet glorified."
(John 7 :37-39)
The invitation of the Lord Jesus was to men to come to Him and drink.
The life giving waters were the Holy Spirit as He clearly stated.
(2) "wine" is the second type of drink offered. This speaks of the drink
of the soul which is joy.
"Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those
that be of heavy hearts."
(Proverbs 31 :6)
Joy follows the reception of life; it never precedes it.
"And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost."
(I Thessalonians 1:6).
(3) "milk" is the third type of drink offered. Milk is essential for growth
and development especially for babes.

"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
(I Peter 2:2)

thereby."

The word of God is the only formula God has for new born babes. The
sad state of so many professing Christians is explained in their neglect of the
Word of God. If believers could only realize the importance of the Word of
God to their spiritual growth and development, the midweek Bible study
would become especialysignificant and of primary importance. These three
drinks are not listed on God's menu at some exhorbitant price though they
are priceless. Money is not the requirement for they are not for sale at a
monetary value. The only requirement is thirst. Those who are utterly dis
appointed in themselves and despise their own petty lives are bidden to come.
They are thirsty. Those who are "fed up" on the monotonous pleasure of
this world are thirsty and they may come. Those who are dissatisfied with
the religious ritual of men are thirsty. All are invited to come. Are you
thirsty?
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"Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall
thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him
shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."
(John 4:13-14)
VERSE 2 "Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread?" The
pleasures of this world are expensive. (An infamous night club in Southern
California advertised that it would charge $25 per person for New Year's
Eve.) You have to pay for the pleasures of this world. Not only is it ex
pensive, it never satisfies. It is counterfeit. It is "ersatz bread." It is sawdust.
It cannot satisfy the soul.
Then Where is Happiness?
Not in Pleasure.- Lord Byron lived a life of pleasure, if anyone did.
He wrote: " The worm, the canker , and the grief are mine alone."
Not in Money- Jay Gould, the American millionaire, ha d plenty of that.
When dying, he said: " I suppose I am the most miserable devil on earth."
(Excerpt from Quotations-King's Business)
There is a bread that satisfies.
" And J esus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that believeth on
me sh all never thirst."
(John 6:35)
" L et your soul delight itself in fatness." This is a fatness that does not
make fat. Rather it makes the soul fat and leaves the body lean. Most of us
Christians are overweight physically and underweight spiritually. God wants
it visa versa.
3 " Incline your ear" is God's urgent request to pay particular atten
tion to His gracious offer. He is again repeating, "come now and let us rea
son together." Shut out the luring voices that would detract us.
The "everlasting covenant" of David is the one found in II Samuel 7.
This is yet to he fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ. "The sure mercies of
David" are for us today.
" And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was
made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children,
in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second
Psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. And as con
cerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to
corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of
David."
(Acts 13:32-34)

VERSE

These mercies have been made sure to us because our sins have been put
away on the cross of Christ. God's holiness is vindicated and now we have
"forgiveness of sins."
VERSE 4 J esus is called the True Witness. He witnessed a good confession. He
is yet to become the Great Commander.
VERSE 5 The invitation to participate in the sure mercies of David knows no
national or racial boundaries but girdles the globe.
VERSE 6 The way of God and the way of man are put in contrast and conflict.
The objection is often made that this is not a legitimate gospel call for
today as man is not asked to seek God but on the contrary God is seeking
man. This certainly is accurate but nonetheless this call is for today as the
human aspect is in view here. Human responsibility is not defeated by the
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sovereign purposes and election of God. (John 10 :26-27). His sheep do hear
His voice and follow Him.
"As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal
life to as many as thou hast given him."
(John 17:2)
"All that the Father giveth me shall come to m e ; and him that cometh to
me I will in no wise cast out."
(John 6:37)
"It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me."
(John 6:45)
VERSE 7 Man's way is a wicked way and leads to death.
"There is a way which seemeth ri ght unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death."
(Proverbs 14:12)
"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." (Isaiah 53:6)
VERSE 8 God's way is different from man's way. The Gospel is God's way and
no man could ever have devised it.
" But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is
not after m an. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it,
but by the revela tion of Jesus Christ."
Galatians 1:11-12
Proud man would never have chosen this way. Ma n by wisdom could not have
figured it out.
VERSE 9 The Gospel could only come by r evelation as man's reason never fol
lows the r edemption route.
VERSE 10 In this closing section prominence is given to the Word of God, the
only place where the Gospel is found. Salvation is a revelation of God. The
Word of God is likened to the rain tha t comes down from heaven. Man does
not work his way up to God by some Tower of Babel effort, but he receives
God's revelation which comes down from heaven. The rain causes the earth
to become fruitful. The seeds germinate and fructify and bring forth abundantly.
VERSE 11 God's Word is rain and seed. It falls upon the dry and desertsouls
of men. It will germina te in the hearts of many. It will accomplish Gods
purpose. See the parable of the Sower. (Matthew 13 :3-23)
VERSE 12 The r ain causes the earth to respond with a green blanket of praise
to God. Someday the earth will respond with a note of praise to the Creator
and Redeemer.
"Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know
that the whole cr eation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until
now."
(Romans 8:21-22).

13 This looks forward to the Millennium when the earth will be redeemed. The curse of s in is expressed by the thorn and briar.
"Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the
herb of the field."
(Genesis 3:18)

VERSE

Their r emoval is synonymous with the curse removed.
(This chapter was prepared while we were on the train going from Lo
Angeles to Chicago. Across the desert of Arizona and New Mexico a blanket
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of snow had fallen covering the desert with a cold but beautiful mantle of
white. It had fallen the night before silently from the heavens. As the desert
sun comes then the snow is melted giving fresh water to the parched desert.
In a few weeks the desert will respond with a sea of lovely desert green and
flowers. This is a parable in action of a future day that is coming and is
likewise a parable for today of how God's Word works.)

Chapter 56
THEME:
The Blessing of Israel In The Millennium Under The New Covenant.
REMARKS:
This chapter which follows the salvation of God in chapter 53 and its over
ture to Israel in chapter 54 and to the world in chapter 55 is not a retreat to Mt.
Sinai, but rather a victory march through the arch of triumph into the Millen
nium. It is a forward movement which is the logical outworking of what has
preceded. It pertains particularly to Israel and radiates out into a widening
circle of global benefits. This is all posited on the New Covenant.
"For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah; Not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the
land of Egypt, because they continued not in my covenant, and I re
garded them not, saith the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my
laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to me a people."
(Hebrews 8:8-10)
In this chapter our attention is directed from the great events of the future
to the more practical aspects of daily life in the kingdom. The emphasis is ethics
and not events; practice and not prophecy. All of this should influence our living
today. The study of prophecy is not to entertain the curious, or intrigue the
intellect, but to encourage holy living.
OUTLINE:
1. GRAND PARTICULARS of the Future Kingdom. Verses 1-8.
2. SORRY PREDICAMENT of the Present Kingdom. Verses 9-12.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 None of the prophets anticipated a long interval before the establish
ment of the kingdom. For them it was in the immediate future. The salvation spoken of here is the national salvation of Israel. This is what was in
the mind of the apostle Paul in Romans 11 :26.
"And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of
Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob."
(Romans 11:26)
Anticipation of the coming salvation was to be an incentive to do justice.
"And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure."
(I John 3 :3)
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2 The Sabbath is to be restored after this day of Grace and the Church
is removed to the place prepared above. This will be during The Great Tribulation and Millennium. In the meantime we are not to be Judged according
to a Sabbath day. The Sabbath was an arrangement between God and Israel.
"Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the
sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a
sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was
refreshed."
(Exodus 31:16-17)

VERSE

"Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and
them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sanctify them."
(Ezekiel 20:12)
There was no merit in observing the Sabbath for itself-their lives were to
be such that their observance of it meant they kept it.
VERSE 3 The Gentile in that day is not to feel he is an outsider because of
God's peculiar arrangement with Israel, to the contrary he is invited to step
up and share the blessings. An eunuch could not serve as a priest under the
Mosaic economy. A physical handicap will shut no one out in the future.
VERSES 4-5 The handicapped, the strangers and all outcasts are invited to accept God's gracious overture of a position that is better than a son or daughter and a security that is everlasting. This the law could not afford.
VERSE 6 The stranger will be given a new heart that he might love the Lord.
VERSE 7 This is the verse from which the Lord quoted when He cleansed the
temple the second time. It was God's original intention that the temple was
to be for all peoples irrespective of their race, tongue, class or condition. It
had long ceased to function as such in Christ's day. The church today is as
far removed from its primary objective as the temple.
VERSE 8 The kingdom is to be world wide in its extent and will include members of every family of the human race in its content. This is the intent.
VERSE 9 Our vision is shifted from the lofty contemplation of the glorious future kingdom to the sorry condition of the then existing kingdom. God was
permitting
the nations of the world to come in like wild and ferocious
beasts and they were to rob and pillage His people. Assyria had already
broken in and Babylon was soon to follow; later others would come to plunder
and destroy.
VERSE 10 The reason that God permitted them to come was because of the
weak and inadequate leadership of the people. They were blind as watchmen.
They are like dogs which are lazy. They are called dumb dogs. The kings,
priests,and false prophets were held responsible for the welfare of the nation
and its destruction was laid at their door.
VERSE 11 They were greedy dogs that sought their own personal interests
rather than the welfare of the nation. Their covetousness blinded them to the
imminent dangers that pressed upon the nation.
Is there not a lesson here for America. As we stand on the threshold of a
new year, the tragic plight of our nation is made doubly so because of the sad
lack of leadership in most fields today. Neither political party offers capable
and sound leadership as we face a grave world crisis. Selfish interests continue to fatten at the public trough while America dwindles from a first rate
power to something obviously below this. There is a crying need for godly
men who have spiritual insight-we have had too many "shepherds who
cannot understand."
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VERSE 12 They drowned their sad plight in drink and faced the future as
drunkards and blind optimists.
Again, America could learn a lesson from this simple passage of Scripture.
America is fast becoming a nation of alcoholics, habitual and social drinkers.
No nation was ever able to survive, regardless of its strength and size, that
became drunken. Babylon went down in a Bacchanalian orgy. Rome was
destroyed by booze and not barbarians. France lost out because of liquor.
Can America beat the game? Are we the exception to the rule? Common
sense has only one answer and spiritual sense confirms it.

Chapter 57
THEME:
The Approaching End of the Age Means Comfort for the Righteous and Condemnation for the Wicked.
REMARKS:
This chapter marks the end of the second section of the final division of
Isaiah. This section brings to a conclusion the section labeled, "The SALVATION of Jehovah which comes through the Suffering Servant." Those who come
in humility and accept it are made righteous. Those who rej ect it proceed on
their wicked way to judgment. This chapter brings us to the crossroads where
the way that leads to life goes one way and the broad way to destruction goes
another way. The destination and division are here.
The next section is labeled, "The GLORY of Jehovah which comes through
the Suffering Servant." That section introduces us to the kingdom. This chap
ter brings us to the final scene before the coming of the kingdom.
OUTLINE:
1. CONTRAST between Righteous and Wicked. Verses 1-14.
2. COMFORT for the Righteous. Verses 15-19.
3. CONDEMNATION of the Wicked. Verses 20-21.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 It is true today, as it has been in the past and will be in The Great
Tribulation, that trouble and death come alike to the righteous and unright
eous. God makes it to rain upon the just and the unjust. A remedy that will
heal a good man will also heal a wicked man.
Death will come to the righteous in the time of trouble in the future but it
removes him from the earth that he might have part in the first resurrection.
These are the souls slain during the Great Tribulation.
VERSE 2 They can have peace regardless of what may come to them. Death
merely removes them from the Great Tribulation.
VERSE 3 Now God addresses the wicked. Even their ancestry is bad. Note the
label given their mothers.
VERSE 4 They have been the persecutors of the righteous. Up to this point
God has not intervened.
VERSE 5 They are the idolators who have turned their backs on God. They
are guilty of gross immorality and murder.
131

6 They even worship the smooth stones in the brook that once slew a
giant. They worship everything except the living and true God.
VERSE 7 Idolatry associated with the graves on the mountain tops, gives place
to scenes of the vilest immorality.
VERSE 8 Sin is customarily committed in secret, but they have become brazen
and they flaunt their sin publicly.
VERSE 9 They have sunk so low and so debased that they pay homage to
Satan's representative who is Anti-Christ.
VERSES 10-11 The way of wickedness leads to weariness and frustration. There
is no hope along the rebellious path they are taking, neither is there remorse
on their part. There was no fear of God before their eyes as they continued
as liars along this senseless way. God held His peace and did not act. He
was patient.
VERSE 12 There is coming a day when the books will be opened and their
works (they define them as good) will be judged. They are cast in the lake
of fire.
VERSE 13 The things they trusted shall fail. They shall see the utter futility of
their way. God has determined that those who trust Him shall possess the
land. Their rebellion did not frustrate the purpose of God.
VERSE 14 A way shall be made for God's people. The Gospel of the cross will
no longer be a stumbling block to the Jew.
VERSE 15 God comforts His own because of who He is-The High and Lofty
One. He is the God of Eternity. How feeble is man with his three score years
and ten. The Eternal God promises to take those who do not trust in them
selves, but trust in Him, and covers them as a mother hen covers her brood.
What peace and security.
VERSE 16 He is the Eternal God but He will not always be angry with sin for
it is to be removed.
VERSE 17 God explains why He punishes the wicked. The wicked are covetous
and go on in rebellion against God.
VERSE 18 For those who will forsake the wickedness of their ways He will heal
and save.
VERSE 19 God alone can speak peace to the heart of the sinner.
VERSE 20 This is one of the most picturesque descriptions of the wicked in
Scripture. Like the troubled and restless sea the wicked can find no rest or
peace in their wicked ways. They continue on like hunted criminals looking
for deliverance and safety.
VERSE 21 This is the second time this axiom has been repeated. It concludes
the last three sections of Isaiah. (See notes on Isaiah 48:22).
VERSE

Chapter 58
THEME:
Outward Religious Forms and Inward Wicked Ways Delayed The Grace and
Glory of God.
REMARKS:
This chapter brings us to the final division of the prophecy of Isaiah-the
Glory of Jehovah which comes through The Suffering Servant. The explanation
is given here as to why the Glory was withheld. The people were very supercilious
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and cynical about their relationship to God. They were observing forms and
dared to question the actions of God toward them. They sat in judgment upon
God and His methods. In spite of their outward observance of religion they were
indulging in their own wicked way. This same spirit is manifested after the
Babylonian captivity which reveals that it did not cure them.
"Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What
have we spoken so much against thee? Ye have said, It is vain to serve
God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we
have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?"
(Malachi 3:13-14)
What brazen effrontery and audacity to question God. This is the spirit of the
natural man with his outward show of religion but his heart is far from God and
his way is wicked. The veneer of godliness is nauseating to the Lord Jesus Christ.
" So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth."
(Revelation 3:16)
OUTLINE:
1. EXPOSURE of the Wicked ways of Israel. Verses 1-3.
2. EXPLANATION from God for Rejecting Their Religious Acts. Verses 4-7.
3. EXPRESSION of Concern on the Part of God for Their Welfare.
Verses 8-14.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The prophet is commanded to cry aloud a message that is always
unpopular. To point out the transgression and sins of a people who think
they are very religious is to bring down the bitter displeasure and caustic
invective upon one's head. Only a very brave man will do it. The basic weakness of liberalism is its aim to please the natural man without telling him
the real truth about his fatal disease. The medical profession would be guilty
of criminal negligence if they followed the same procedure with the physical
man.
VERSE 2 There is an element of biting satire in God's statement. These people
were attending the temple worship regularly and going through the ordinances punctiliously. They were meticulous in following the forms of worship.
They actually enjoyed attending the worship of the temple. How many people
say that they enjoy going to church yet their lives bear no resemblance to
those of Christians.
VERSE 3 Petulantly they asked the reason for fasting and self infliction if God
did not take notice and put them on the book.
They evidently had made fasting an important part of their religion. God
gave them feast days but not fast days. They were to afflict their souls in
connection with the Great Day of Atonement. In times of sin they were to
fast. Fasting was the outward expression of the soul. They had made it a
form which ministered to their ego and pride.
Fasting was a private matter between the soul and God and not a public
show. Our Lord condemned them for abusing the fast.
"Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance:
for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou
fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; That thou appear not unto
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.
(Matthew 6:16-18)
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4 God explains why He cannot accept their fasting. They thought it
gave them special acceptance with Him.
VERSE 5 God had not commanded their fasting, and their acts of worship were
entirely outward.
VERSE 6 God wanted acts to match their fasts. They were oppressing the poor
and taking advantage of their brother Israelite.
VERSE 7 They were turning their backs to the poor and needy. They even re
fused to show kindness and love to their own flesh and blood. Their religion
was as cold as the north side of a tombstone in January.
VERSE 8 God could not manifest His blessing and Glory to a people who prac
ticed their religion so badly.
VERSE 9 God wanted to hear their prayers and He wanted to bless. He wanted
to open the windows of heaven and pour them out a blessing but their hearts
were not open to receive it.
VERSE 10 God asked them to practice one specific thing that He might bless.
VERSE 11 What an overture of blessing God promised if they would show
reality in their religion.
VERSE 12 Their return to God would repair the wreckage of the sin of gen
erations past.
VERSE 13 God uses another specific with them. He gave the Sabbath Day to
Israel as we have indicated before. (See Exodus 31:12-17)
The Sabbath was between God and the children of Israel. Even for them
it was to be more than a form. They made it a day for their own pleasure.
It was only a hollow form. They were to enter into the rest of body and
soul on that day. How many of us have entered into the rest of redemption
which this day typifies?
"Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest,
any of you should seem to come short of it.... For he that is entered into
his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his."
(Hebrews 4:1; 10)
VERSE 14 The horizon here is extended and the vista of the future opens be
fore us. They may delay the approaching Glory, but they cannot destroy
God's plan for the coming manifestation of Glory.
VERSE

Chapter 59
THEME:
God's charge Against Israel will Lead to Their Repentance and the Coming
of The Redeemer the Second Time.
REMARKS:
This chapter continues God's charges against Israel. Their sins have brought
about their sad state. Religion had become a cover up for their sins. God re
fused to hear because of their iniquities, not because He was hard of hearing.
Their sins are referred to thirty-two (32) times. Many words are used to de
scribe their many sins: 1) iniquites, 2) sins, 3) defiled with blood, 4) lies, 5)
perverseness, 6) vanity, 7) mischief, 8) adder's eggs, 9) spider's web, 10)
viper, 11) works, 12) violence, 13) evil, 14) wasting, 15) destruction, 16)
crooked paths, 17) darkness, 18) transgressions, 19) departing, 20) oppression,
21) revolt, 22) conceiving and, 23) uttering falsehood.
There are twenty-three (23) separate charges against them.
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This chapter projects us into the future when the Glory of the Redeemer will
he revealed. There will be a time of national confession of sin.
"In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourn
ing of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And the land shall
mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart,
and their wives apart; the family of the house of Levi apart, and their
wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; all the
families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart."
(Zechariah 12:11-14)
OUTLINE:
1. CONDEMNATION of Israel. Verse 1-8.
2. CONFESSION of Israel. Verses 9-19.
3 . COMING of REDEEMER to Zion. Verses 20-21.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The reason that Israel is not saved is not due to any weakness in the
"mighty hared arm of Jehovah." Neither was it due to any faulty connection
with His communication with man.
VERSE 2 It was entirely due to the sins of Israel. Our sin is what separates us
from God.
RECONCILIATION
It is not because God is great and I am small, it is not be
cause He lives for ever, and my life is but a hand-breadth, it is not
because of the difference between His omniscience and my ignorance,
His strength and my weakness, that I am parted from Him: "Your
sins have separated between you and your God." And no man, build
he Babels ever so high, can reach thither. There is one means by
which the separation is at an end, and by which all objective hin
drances to union, and all subjective hindrances, are alike, swept
away. Christ has come, and in Him the heavens have bended down
to touch, and touching to bless, this low earth, and man and God are
at one once more.
- Alexander Maclaren, D.D.
VERSES 3-4 God lists the ugly brood of their specific sins.
VERSE 5 Cockatrice is an adder. These are serpent's eggs. Sin has a way of
multiplying. The spider's web is a flimsy gauze of no value. It is used to
snare the food of the spider.
VERSE 6 Spider's webs are not like the silk of the silk worm. Man's righteous
ness is not only as dirty rags hut it cannot cover the nakedness of man.
VERSES 7-8 Paul makes this list the universal picture of man.
"Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their
ways: and the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of
God before their eyes."
(Romans 3:15-18)
VERSE 9 The change of pronoun here indicates that there is another speaker.
Instead of 'your' and 'their' it is 'we', 'our' and 'us' now. They confess now
that they are in darkness. Their religious rituals have all been a pretense.
VERSE 10-19 The charges were specific. Here the confession is specific. Each
sin is confessed separately. It is labeled and repudiated. Confession of sins
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today, on the part of Christians, should be specific. Each sin should be
labeled and confessed privately as a sin. Verse 16 is evidently a reference
to Christ.
VERSE 20 This brings us to the last division of the chapter and the pronoun
changes again. The Redeemer will come to Zion. This is the lode star toward
which all of God's purposes concerning this earth are moving. When the
Redeemer returns there will be a great confession of sin.
"And I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that
is in bitterness for his firstborn."
(Zechariah 12:10)
VERSE 21 God has made a covenant that the Redeemer is coming to Zion.
There will never be a time when this promise will be entirely forsaken.

Chapter 60
THEME:
The Sun of Righteousness Rises Upon Israel and Israel Reflects This Glory
Light Upon The Entire Earth.
REMARKS:
We have come to the full manifestation of the Millennial glory. The prophet
ascends to new heights of extravagant and poetic language. This must not be
taken to imply that the meaning of the words are merely symbolic. The literal
content of the language is not to be washed out by adopting a low symbolic systern of interpretation. Extravagant language is used because it, alone, can describe the exalted state of the Millennium.
There is a striking similarity between this description of the earthly Jerusalem and the heavenly Jerusalem. This does not imply that they are one and
the same city. The heavenly city comes down in sight of the earth becoming
part of the earthly system; rather the earth becomes part of the heavenly scheme.
The earth will be a part of heaven. The presence of the New Jerusalem assures
this. Men, today, are putting a satelite into the heavens by shooting a missile
upward. God will send a satelite downward from heaven and its name is The
New Jerusalem.
OUTLINE: (This is one of the few chapters in Scripture that is difficult to
outline)
1. The REDEEMER and The Gentiles Come to Jerusalem. Verses 1-7.
2. The RETURN of Israel to Jerusalem. Verses 8-14.
3. The REALIZATION by Jerusalem of all That God Promised. Verses 15-22.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 Obviously the Lord Jesus Christ is the Light to which the prophet
refers. He is the Light of the World and is called by Malachi the Sun of
Righteousness.
"But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with
healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of
the stall."
(Malachi 4:2)
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The theme introduced in the last chapter is continued here. There He is
identified as "The Redeemer shall come to Zion."
VERSE 2 The coming of the Light is necessitated by the night of spiritual
darkness that has covered the earth. In spite of the preaching of the Gospel
for 1900 years there is a wider circle of darkness today than ever before.
Light must precede the future blessings. The Sun of Righteousness must rise
to bring in the Millennial day.
VERSE 3 The Presence of the Redeemer in Zion will bring the Gentiles from
afar.
"For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what
shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?" (Romans 11:15)
VERSE 4
Rebellious and scattered they will come to the Land of Promise. The
women who are weaker than men are carried like women in the east often
carry their children--on their hips.
VERSE 5 The tremendous movement of all peoples toward Jerusalem-by land,
by sea, and by the air-will be an occasion of astonishment.
VERSE 6 Again wise men, not only from the east, will come with gifts of gold
and incense for the Redeemer. Note the omission of myrrh which spoke of
His death at His First Coming.
VERSE 7
Flocks are brought to Jerusalem for sacrifice. The sacrifices will be
reinstituted in the Millennial Temple. This may be difficult for some to ac
cept but the Old Testament is definite at this point, (See Ezekiel 40-44).
Evidently they will point back to the death of Christ as they pointed for
ward to His death in the Old Testament.
VERSE 8
If there is any prophecy in Scripture that suggests the airplane this
is it. Apparently the direct reference is to ships upon the sea.
VERSE 9 Tarshish, as used here, is evidently a reference to all sea going na
tions. The ships of the Gentiles will be used to return Israel to the Land of
Promise.
VERSE 10 The nations that once destroyed Israel will now assist in its recovery.
VERSE 11 The same conditions will prevail in the earthly Jerusalem that pre
vail in the heavenly city.
"And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it:
and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And
the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night
there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it."
(Revelation 21 :24-26)
VERSE 12 " ... Every knee must bow . . . and that every tongue should con
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord" (Philippians 2:10-11). In the Millennium men
will be forced to bow to J esus.
VERSE 13 Trees from all over the world will adorn Jerusalem.
VERSE 14 Anti-Semitism will end.
VERSE 15 Jerusalem will become the center of the earth.
VERSE 16 The riches of Jerusalem, which were taken away by the nations, will
be restored with interest.
VERSE 17 Precious metals will become commonplace again.
"And all king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels
of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of
silver: it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. So king
Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom."
(I Kings 10:21; 23)
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"Exactors" means tax collectors. Even tax collectors will be righteous in the
Millennium. Remember the publicans in Christ's clay were tax collectors.
VERSE 18 Note the radical changes which will take place in the Millennium.
VERSES 19-20 Jesus the Light of the World will be there. He is likewise the
Light of the New Jerusalem.
"And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it:
and the Lamb is the light thereof."
(Revelation 21:23)
VERSE 21 Again this is a clear cut statement regarding Israel's future. They
will be made righteous-they will inherit the land forever.
VERSE 22 Human strength will be increased without resorting to vitamins.

Chapter 61
THEME:
The First and Second Coming of Christ with Particular Emphasis Upon the
Results of His Second Coming.
REMARKS:
This chapter is of peculiar interest in view of the fact that the Lord Jesus
opened His public ministry in Nazareth by quoting from it. Under Comment on
verses 1-2 we will see the incisive manner in which He used it to distinguish be
tween the First and Second Comings.
This chapter continues the full blessings of the Millennium with Israel as
the center of all earthly benefits. This last section projects us into the total bene
fits of the Millennium.
OUTLINE:
1. DISTINCTION between the First and Second Comings of Christ.
Verses 1-3.
2. DESIGN for living in the Millennium. Verses 4-9.
3. DELIGHTS of the Millennium. Verses 10-11.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This is the passage that Jesus read in His home town of Nazareth at
the synagogue which initiated His public ministry.
"And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood
up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the hook of the prophet
Esaias. And when he had opened the hook, he found the place where it
was writtten, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable
year of the Lord. And he closed the hook, and he gave it again to the
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the syna
gogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day
is this scripture fulfilled in your ears."
(Luke 4:16-21)
The way that Jesus handled this Scripture is profoundly significant. Read
and reread both the passage in Isaiah and Luke.
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2 You will note that Jesus broke off the reading in the middle of this
verse with the phrase, "the acceptable year of the Lord." He broke off in the
middle of the verse saying that all that went before related to His First
Coming. H e stated definitely that Scripture, up to this point, was fulfilled at
His First Coming.
The following statement, "and the day of vengeance of our God" is con
nected with His Second Coming. This method of Christ reveals that the
prophets ( Isaiah at least ) did not distinguish between the First and Second
Comings of Christ. Peter confirms this.
" Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently,
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you : Searching what,
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did
signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow."
(I Peter 1:10-11)
This gives us a system of Biblical interpretation. The prophets saw the First
and Second Comings of Christ as two (2) mountain peaks on the horizon.
They did not see the wide valley between the two. In this valley is the
Church and the length of it has extended already 1900 years.
VERSE 3 Beyond the "day of vengeance," which is amplified in chapter 63, is
the peace and prosperity of the Millennium. Isaiah is making a play upon
words with "beauty" and "ashes"- it is like saying in English that He will
exchange joy for judgment or a song for a sigh.
VERSE 4 The land of Israel is yet to receive a "face lifting" which will restore
its Edenic beauty.
VERSE 5 This is a p icture of prosperity.
VERSE 6 It was God's original intention that the entire nation of Israel would
be priests.
"And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These
are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel."
(Exodus 19 :6)
Because of their sin this was never attained. It will be in the Millennium.
VERSE 7 This is fulness of joy.
VERSE 8 Their lives will adorn their religious ritual.
VERSE 9 Anti-Semitism will end. Pro-Semitism will begin because they are
genuine witnesses for God.
VERSE 10 The Messiah continues to speak here. He is the bridegroom. All that
are His can join in this psalm of praise.
VERSE 11 Not only will there be material benefits and physical improvements,
but the true blessings will be spiritual.

VERSE

Chapter 62
THEME:
More Details Concerning the Millennial Joys of Restored Israel.
REMARKS :
The y earning of the Messiah for these anticipated joys is before us, but it
becomes, likewise, the inspired aspirations of the prophet. This chapter is a pic
ture of sheer delight.
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Blessed are all those who hunger and thirst after righteousness. Their thirst
shall be slacked-their hunger shall be satisfied.
OUTLINE:
1. The AMBITION of The Messiah for Israel. Verses 1-5.
2. The ANTICIPATION of God's People for The Millennium.
3. The ANNOUNCEMENT of the Lord for That Future Day. Verses 11-12.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 This is the longing of the Redeemer for the long looked for day. The
zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this. The prophet's heart, as well as the
heart of every godly soul on earth, enters into this longing. All of creation
and all believers are groaning in their present state as they contemplate the
future.
Christian pilgrim are you weary of the earthly journey and do you desire
the fellowship of the Father's house?
VERSE 2 A new heart, a new situation and a new righteousness demand a new
name.
VERSE 3 Israel will also have a new position.
VERSE 4 Israel has been "Forsaken"-this is the picture and name of Israel
since the crucifixion of Christ. "Desolate" is a name as well as a description.
In the coming kingdom they shall be called Hephzibah which means "de
lightful" and Beulah which means "married." The King is present to protect.
His presence means joy.
VERSE 5 He delights over Israel as a bridegroom over a bride.
VERSE 6 This longing is contagious. Messengers pick it up and proclaim the
Gospel of the Kingdom. The thirsty soul longs to drink.
VERSE 7 Only the fulfillment of these long awaited promises could satisfy the
longing soul.
VERSE 8 The Lord has taken an oath that all will be fufilled.
VERSE 9 There is coming the Kingdom in which all will be fulfilled. Satisfac
tion will be the trademark when it comes.
VERSE 10 Such glorious anticipation demands a present preparation.
VERSE 11 There are some that declare that the promises to Israel, even if true,
should not be a part of the Gospel message today. This announcement is
pertinent for the present hour as this verse indicates. The salvation of Israel
is Part of God's overall plan of salvation. The Second Coming of Christ means
the Second Coming of Christ.
VERSE 12 The experience of God's salvation will work a transformation in the
nation Israel and also the physical earth. The people will be called an holy
people and the land will be greatly desired. The contrary is true today.

Chapter 63
THEME:
The Wrath of the Winepress When Christ Comes in Judgment and The Lov
ingkindness Manifested Toward His Own.
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REMARKS:
The content of the first six (6) verses of this chapter is in contrast to the
last section. It seems out of keeping with the tenor of this entire last section of
Isaiah. Judgment precedes the Kingdom and this is the divine order.
The early Church Fathers associated these first six (6) verses with the First
Coming of Christ. They mistook the winepress as the sufferings of Christ on the
cross. Such an interpretation is untenable as the blood upon His garments is
not His blood but that of others. Also the day of vengeance has been identified
already with the Second Coming of Christ and not His First Coming as the Lord
Himself clearly stated (compare Isaiah 61 :2 with Luke 4:18-20). Most com
mentators have followed this detour which has eventuated in confusion. The Lord
Jesus shed His own blood at His First Coming, but that is not the picture
presented here. He was trodden on at His First Coming, but here He does the
treading.
OUTLINE:
1. The WRATH of the WINEPRESS Revealed When Jesus Comes the Sec
ond Time. Verses 1-6.
2. In WRATH The SAVIOUR Remembers Mercy Toward Those Who are
His. Verses 7-19.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The form here is an antiphony. Those who ask the question concerning
the One coming from Edom are overwhelmed by His majesty and beauty.
There was no majesty and beauty the first time. He comes from Edom in
the east and we are told elsewhere that His feet will touch the Mount of Olives
on the east. Edom and Bozrah are geographical places and are to be con
sidered as such, but this does not exhaust the mind of the Spirit. Edom
stands for the flesh and the entire Adamic race. This is the judgment of man.
The Lord Jesus Christ answers that He is judging in righteousness and
that He is always the Saviour.
VERSE 2 The spectators see that there is blood on His beautiful garments just
as if He had trodden the winepress.
VERSE 3 The King picks up the figure of the winepress and states that He has
trodden it alone. He is the Judge of all the earth. The language here is awe
inspiring and an expression of terror, "trample them in my fury." He went
through the winepress for sinners when He was here the first time, and now
those who refuse to accept His salvation must go through the winepress. You
will note that it is "their blood" and not His. Just as grapes burst open thus
their blood spurts out. This is frightful but sin is frightful.
VERSE 4 This is His judgment of the earth when He comes and it is defined
here as "the day of vengeance."
VERSE 5 He wrought salvation alone and judgment is His solo work.
VERSE 6 This is the end of man's little day.
VERSE 7 The entire content and intent changes abruptly at this point. It is like
coming out of darkness into the sunlight of noon day. It is a transfer from
black to white. Our God is "glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders." This is only one aspect of His many attributes. He is good, and
exhibits loving-kindness. He also is a God of mercy. If these attributes were
not in evidence we would all be consumed.
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VERSE 8 His people here are Israel. It is as if He had high hopes of them but
they disappointed Him. Because He was their Saviour they would not lie.
Does He not expect us to walk well pleasing to Him, "lie not one to another."
VERSE 9 How tender are these words. He entered into the sufferings of His
people.
VERSES 10-11 This refers directly to Israel but it is a picture of the entire
human family. There are some expositors who do not feel that the reference
here is to the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Godhead. The Old Testa
ment does not contain such a clear cut distinction so they argue. We be
lieve the reference here is to the Holy Spirit.
VERSES 12-13 Again God hearkens back in history to their deliverance out of
Egypt.
VERSE 14 He continues their history.
VERSE 15 The prophet and the people plead with God to look upon their great
need and desire.
VERSE 16 God was the Father of the nation Israel but there is no thought in
the Old Testament that He was the Father of the individual Israelite. It is a
corporate term and not a personal one in the Old Testament while it is per
sonal in the New Testament and not corporate. Abraham was the father of
the nation and not of each individual Israelite.
VERSE 17 This is a pleading prayer.
VERSE 18 The enemies have trodden down God's sanctuary but they, in turn,
will be trodden down. In Isaiah's day this had not yet been fulfilled.
VERSE 19 They surrender completely to God. This should be the attitude of
the Christian today-complete yielding to God.

Chapter 64
THEME:
The Pleading Prayer of The Remnant of God's People (continued).
REMARKS:
This chapter continues the pleading of the hungry hearts for the presence of
God in life's affairs. No child of God today can be immune to such ardent peti
tions. The Christian can, with the same passionate desire, cry "Even so Come
Lord Jesus!"
OUTLINE:
1. God's CONTROL of The Universe Recognized. Verses 1-5.
2. Man's CONDITION in The Universe Confessed. Verses 6-12.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The prophet is a representative of the remnant of Israel in a future
day. He is pleading with an heart welling up with emotion for God to break
through the iron curtain of space and come down. He wants, above all else,
to have God on the scene.
VERSE 2 Just as fire makes water to boil so the presence of God would make
the nations to tremble. This is axiomatic.
VERSE 3 The very mountains would melt at His presence. The enemies then
will cry for the mountains to hide them.
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4 Paul expresses this same thought in I Corinthians 2:9.
"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that
love him."
VERSE 5 Here begins the acknowledgment of sins, and at the same time a con
fidence in the redemption of the Saviour.
VERSE 6 This verse is familiar because of the extensive use of it in establishing
the fact that man has no righteousness per se. This is not only true of Israel
but of the entire human family.
VERSE 7 There is not only iniquity in man but there is no potential for good.
VERSE 8 This, again, is not the New Testament revelation concerning the sons
of God.
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."
(John 1:12-13)
Rather this is the recognition of God as Creator.
"For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of
your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then
as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead
is like unto gold or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device."
(Acts 17:28-29)
Man is the offspring rather than the son.
VERSE

9 The prophet pleads for mercy which God is not reluctant to bestow.
10 This was not true in Isaiah's day but it came to pass shortly after
wards in the coming of Babylon against Jerusalem.
"And he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all the
houses of Jerusalem, and every great man's house burnt he with fire.
And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the guard,
brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about."
(II Kings 25 :9-10)
VERSE 11 The temple was destroyed at the same time that Jerusalem was de
stroyed.
VERSE 12 The prophet closes with a question. Will God refuse to act? The re
mainder of the prophecy of Isaiah is God's answer.
God only rejected them after they rejected God.
VERSE
VERSE

Chapter 65
THEME:
The Redeemer Responds to The Remnant-Their Sins Have Not Frustrated
His Promises and Purposes Concerning the Coming Kingdom.
REMARKS:
In the last chapter we note the fervent prayer of the prophet and people
pleading with the King to break through all barriers and come to earth. This
chapter (65) and the next contain His answer.
God charges them with their sins and unfaithfulness. Nevertheless He has
preserved a remnant through which He will fulfill all of His promises and proph-
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ecies. Again He gives a vision of the Kingdom and a prospectus of the eternal
position of Israel in the New Heaven and a New Earth. This extends over into the
next and last chapter.
OUTLINE:
1. RESPONSE of the Redeemer to the Prayers of the Remnant and His
Reason for the Rejection of the nation. Verses 1-7.
2. RESERVATION of a Remnant Through Which the Promises are fulfilled.
Verses 8-16.
3. REVELATION of the New Heavens and The New Earth with Full King
dom blessings. Verses 17-25.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 These are the Gentiles to whom the Gospel has now come. Paul says
that Isaiah was bold, indeed, as a loyal Israelite to make such a prediction.
"But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me
not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me"
(Romans 10:20).
VERSE 2 This is the Jew to whom God first gave the Gospel-"to the Jew first."
Paul continues to quote from Isaiah.
"But to Israel he saith, All day long have I stretched forth my hands unto
(Romans 10 :21).
a disobedient and gainsaying people"
God only rejected them after they rejected God.
"Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the
word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it
from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn
to the Gentiles"
(Acts 13 :46).
If Jerusalem refuses the Gospel, Ephesus will receive it. If Los Angeles rejects
the Gospel then Bombay will hear. The flood tide of God's grace will spill
over somewhere in this world.
VERSE 3 This is the reason that blessings were withheld from Israel.
VERSES 4-5 These are a partial list of the reasons for Israel's rejection.
VERSES 6-7 They walked in pride as they practiced the externalities of a God
given religion, but their hearts were far from God. They practiced iniquity
as easily as they practiced the rituals of religion.
VERSE 8 In spite of their sins God would not totally exterminate them.
VERSE 9 "A seed out of Jacob" could refer to Christ but more particularly it
refers to the remnant out of Israel.
VERSE 10 For the sake of the remnant God will make good His promises.
VERSES 11-12 For the remainder of the nation that went headlong without
heeding the Word of God there remains nothing but punishment.
VERSE 13 The remnant will survive. God cannot exterminate Himself in sin.
VERSE 14 There is a distinction between the nation and the remnant.
VERSES 14-15 The remnant will survive. The nation at large will perish. All
sinners who refuse God's grace will be punished irrespective of nation, race
or condition.
VERSE 17 Here we have the creation of the new heavens and new earth. They
seem to precede, chronologically, the setting up of the kingdom here. It is
equally as clear in Revelation 21: 1 that the new heavens and new earth fol144

low the Millennium. Radical transformation will take place on the earth
during the Kingdom which is tantamount to a new earth. Such radical
changes will take place on the earth with the rapture of the Church that it is
difficult to be explicit as to the time that the new heavens and new earth
come into existence. I have taken the position that the new heavens and new
earth come into existence after the Millennium. (See author's book-Three
Worlds In One.)
VERSE 18 Here Isaiah definitely returns to Millennial blessings.
VERSE 19 What a change for Jerusalem.
VERSE 20 Longevity of life that predated the patriarchs will be one of the
features of the Kingdom.
VERSE 21 Prosperity is another feature of the Kingdom.
VERSE 22 Permanence and stability will likewise mark the Millennium.
VERSE 23 No fruitless effort and frustration. All efforts will be blessed.
VERSE 24 Prayer in that day will receive a new potency and speed in receiving
an answer.
VERSE 25 The sharp fang and bloody claw will no longer rule animal life. The
law of the jungle will be changed to conform to the rule of the King. There
will be nothing to hurt, harm or make afraid in the whole world. This is the
long looked for Kingdom.

Chapter 66

THEME:
A Panorama of Prophecy-Thy Kingdom Has Come.
REMARKS:
This brings us to the last chapter of Isaiah. One final flash of the coming
Kingdom passes before our eyes. There is likewise the flash from judgment fires
that are still burning. These but warn us that the Kingdom has not yet come
and before that day "the slain of the Lord shall be many."
Isaiah does not conclude like a fairy story-"and they lived happily ever
after." There is no saccharine sweetness here. There is the rugged reality of
judgment upon sin which must inevitably precede the establishment of the King
dom. The Kingdom is coming for this is the persistent purpose of God and none
can deter Him. All of God's children can "rejoice ye with Jerusalem." "The
Kingdom is the Lord's."
OUTLINE:
1. THE LORD, DESIGNATED as Creator, Ruler, Redeemer, Judge
Regenerator, and Rewarder. Verses 1-13.
2. THE LORD DECIDES the Destiny of Both the Saved and the Lost.
Verses 14-24.
COMMENT:
VERSE 1 The Kingdom is 1000 years, but it is also eternal. The eternal char
acter of the Kingdom is before us in this final scene. There will be a Mil
lennial temple, but will it he necessary for Eternity? Surely the Church in
the new Jerusalem has none.
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"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
(Revelation 3:21-22)
It has never been the conception of God's people that He could dwell in a
temple.
"But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven
of heavens cannot contain thee: how much less this house that I have
builded?"
(I Kings 8:27)

God has created this vast universe and He is above and beyond it
Nevertheless, He will dwell with the humble and contrite heart that knows
it is poor. What condescension!
VERSE 3 Apparently the sacrificial system will be dispensed with after the
Millennium. To offer an ox without the spiritual comprehension was the same
as murder. Everything in Eternity must point to Christ or that which was
once commanded becomes sin.
VERSE 4 For those who refused to answer the call of God there will be delusion
and fear.
VERSE 5 God will make the distinction between the true and the false. The
Pharisee who was meticulous in his religious practice will be cast out. The
Publican who stood afar off and repented will be received.
VERSE 6 God will finally deal with the enemies of Israel.
VERSE 7 Before the Great Tribulation came, Christ was born of this nation.
VERSE 8 They will be born a nation in the time of the Great Tribulation.
VERSE 9 God will see that all of this is accomplished. The 144,000 who are
sealed at the beginning of the Great Tribulation survive, intact, the entire
period of suffering.
VERSES 10-11 Every Christian who has prayed for the peace of Jerusalem will
rejoice when the Kingdom is ushered in with Jerusalem as the center.
VERSE 12 Now peace will come to this city, the name of which means peace.
The Gentiles will no longer tread down Jerusalem, but will come to walk in
the light of the city.
VERSE 13 How tender is God toward Jerusalem!
VERSE 14 Joy awaits those who enter into God's feelings for this city.
VERSE 15 Nevertheless the Lord is coming in judgment upon His enemies.
VERSE 16 The fires of judgment cannot be quenched until they have burned
out entirely.
VERSE 17 God will judge the wicked.
VERSE 18 All nations must appear before Him.
"When
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him
shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats" (Matt. 25:31-32).
VERSE 2

VERSE
VERSE

19 Many Gentiles will be saved in the Kingdom.

20 The nations will worship in Jerusalem. Zechariah makes this very
definite. Just as the Queen of Sheba came in Solomon's day, thus will the
kings of the earth come to Jerusalem.
VERSE 21 Again the prophet states that Israel shall be a nation of priests.
VERSE 22 God's purposes and promises for Israel are as eternal as the new
heavens and the new earth.
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